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LOWEST OF THE LOW - VANDAL ATTACK ON REPAIRED MEMORIAL 



The Boer War memorial in Dudley has been attacked again 


A CEMETERY war memorial has been van¬ 
dalised - for the second time - after work 
to repair it. 

The Boer War memorial stands proudly 
in Dudley Cemetery, and depicts a soldier 
with a rifle and fixed bayonet defending a 
wounded bugler. 

The monument commemorates the 56 
Dudley men who died during the conflict in 
South Africa between 1899 and 1902. 

However, a determined vandal has 
climbed up the base listing the engraved 
names and snapped the soldier’s bayonet 
off. It follows previous damage to the same 
statue in 2013, when the soldier’s original 
bronze rifle was stolen, and his marble 
hands broken off. 


Money was then raised to repair the me¬ 
morial in time for Remembrance Day in 
2015. A replacement rifle and hands were 
carved by stonemason Malcolm Morris, 
while aluminium was used to create a new 
bayonet and strap. 

Sad 

Councillor Steve Waltho, said: “It is just 
terribly sad. We have got a great rapport 
with the military in this area. To hear that 
someone has wantonly vandalised a memo¬ 
rial, it is beyond understanding. Whoever 
did this is the lowest of the low. 

“Once again we will rally around and sup¬ 
port any restoration.” 

Following the previous repair work, the 


memorial was granted Grade II listed sta¬ 
tus by Historic England. The monument 
was first unveiled on September 23, 1904, 
by Lieutenant General Sir Neville Gerald 
Lyttleton. It cost around £300, a sum that 
was paid for by public subscription. It was 
designed by a former student of the Dudley 
School of Art, Henry Owen Burgess. 

The whole memorial stands 5.5m high 
and its design incorporates crossed rifles 
and the British Colonial pattern helmet. An 
inscription reads ‘Greater love hath no man 
than this, that a man lay down his life for 
his friends’. The figures were made of Sicil¬ 
ian marble. Historic England recognised it 
as a substantial and elaborate example of a 
Boer War Memorial. 


Everything must go - including thousands of jobs 


STAFF IN TEARS 
AS BHS CLOSES 


EVERYTHING that could be moved had to go - including 
the fixtures and fittings - as the last BHS store in the 
West Midlands closed at the Merry Hill centre. 

Shoppers snapped up some incredible bargains on Sunday but some 
staff were in tears as they face an uncertain future. 

Scores of bargain-hungers were queuing outside when the branch at the shopping cen¬ 
tre to opened for the last time and within minutes it was packed with shoppers grabbing 
bargains by the armful. 

Every item of clothing and even electrical goods like toasters cost just £2. DVDs and 


CDs were ten for £1 but if you wanted the 
dishwashers from the cafe you were out of 
luck. They had already been snapped up 
along with the sinks, tables and freezers. 

Tom Jones, aged 35, the store’s opera¬ 
tions manager , said: “I just feel very sad 
for all the 11,000 employees who have lost 
their job. It should never have been al¬ 
lowed to happen.” 

The shop had 160 staff but was down to 
95 on its final day because others had al¬ 
ready found work elsewhere. 

Devastated 

Mr Jones, with 12 years in retail, is still 
looking. He said: “I have got nothing in the 
pipeline. I am struggling but I have kept 
plodding on. My partner is devastated over 
what has happened to us. 

“It will be terrible to walk past the shop 
tomorrow and see the inside completely 
bare. We have had a lot of support from 
the local community, especially other busi¬ 
nesses in Merry Hill who have done their 
best to offer jobs to our staff, who stayed 
loyal to the end.” 

Jo Cook a 45-year-old mother-of-two 
from Tipton is among the eight employ¬ 
ees who had worked at the branch since it 
opened 26 years ago. 

The sales assistant said: “I burst into 


Report By John Scott 


tears as I drove home last night when it fi¬ 
nally hit me that today would be my last at 
BHS. I have loved working here. 

“What makes it worse is that this store 
has always made a profit but the manage¬ 
ment of the company just wanted to make 
money out of the business for themselves. 
As a result of that we have all lost our jobs. 

“I saw Dominic Chappell, who bought the 
company for £1, at the store conference last 
September. It feels like he along with Sir 
Philip Green and his wife have just tram¬ 
pled all over us.” 

Grace Redding, aged 22, of Stourbridge, 
had worked at the store for more than four 
years. Looking at some of the shoppers 
rushing for last-minute bargains, she said: 
“They are behaving as if it was a jumble sale 
and acting like a lot of vultures.” 

Shopper Patricia Attwell, 58, of Wall 
Heath, said: “I feel very sorry for the staff. I 
have been shopping at this store for the past 
20 years. I only had to take one item back 
and that was my fault.” 

Merry Hill’s BHS and 21 other branches 
closed on Sunday, the last of the BHS 164- 
shop chain, ending 88 years of retail history. 



BHS staff Jo Cook and Tom Jones had words of comfort for each other as the Merry Hill store closed 


COURT 

Man charged after 
youth football attack 

A 52-year-old man has been charged fol¬ 
lowing a violent incident at a children’s 
football match that left a referee injured. 

It happened during an under-14s game 
between Halesowen Town Colts and Hale¬ 
sowen Harriers at Newfield Park, in Hale¬ 
sowen on March 20. 

Police confirm that Nahad Yafai, 52, of 
Parkside Road, Colley Gate, has been 
charged with wounding with intent. 

He has been bailed to appear at Wolver¬ 
hampton Magistrates Court on September 
12 . 

Referee Oliver Howard was hurt during a 
game in Stourbridge and District Youth and 
Girls Football League, while a male specta¬ 
tor, aged 49, was also injured. 

FIRE 

Bosses promise to 
rebuild restaurant 

BOSSES of Wall Heath restaurant Hick¬ 
ory’s Smokehouse have promised to 
rebuild the popular eatery, which was 
gutted by a huge blaze last week. 

A spokesman said: “We are definitely 
going to rebuild, and that is largely be¬ 
cause of the overwhelming levels of 
support we have had from customers 
and local businesses,.” 

The restaurant opened in November 
and employs some 65 staff. Bosses 
aim to relocate staff to other branches. 

• ‘Distraught’ - see page 8 

ROADS 

Overnight closure 
for resurfacing work 

OVERNIGHT closures will be in force on 
Dudley’s High Street from tonight (Thurs¬ 
day). 

The road will close between Stafford 
Street and Market Place to allow resurfac¬ 
ing work to be carried out. It will be shut 
between 7pm and 3am tonight and tomor¬ 
row night (Friday). 

The road will then be closed during the 
day on Sunday, between 8am and 4pm, to 
allow the work to be completed. 

Diversion signs will be in place. 

Dudley Council’s environment boss 
Hillary Bills asked motorists to be patient 
while the work was taking place. 
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Bag thief threw pensioner to ground 



Mugging victim Noor Jahan 


A GRANDMOTHER’S arm was badly 
broken as she was mugged on the way 
home from a supermarket. 

Noor Jahan’s limb was shattered 
when she was thrown to the floor by a 
man during the attack outside Saltwells 
Education Centre on Bowling Green 
Road, Netherton, on Sunday, August 21, 
at between 10.40 and 10.55am. 

The thief then kicked the 69-year-old 
before snatching her handbag with £100 
cash and bank cards inside and jumping 
into a dark blue car. Her bank card was 
later used at cashpoints to withdraw 
amounts totalling £300. 


The widow was left needing surgery 
to insert a metal rod and plates into her 
injured right arm. 

Mrs Jahan said: “I had been to Aldi 
and was on my way home. I was crossing 
to the other side of the road and then 
somebody behind me held my neck and 
kicked me.” 

She also suffered bruising and has 
pain from where she was grabbed 
around the neck. 

“Now I feel terrible pain,” added Mrs 
Jahan, a retired shopkeeper. “They 
said my arm will never be 100 per cent 
right.” 


She says she now feels scared to walk 
alone but said: “I want to see his face 
again, and ask him why he did that to 
me.” Mrs Jahan thanked the couple who 
came to her aid, adding: “They saved my 
life.” 

Mrs Jahan caught a glimpse of the 
man who assaulted her and said that 
he was aged around 20 to 22, tall with 
a long face. 

Police spokesman Lee Page said the 
attacker had driven off towards Salt- 
wells Road and the police investigation 
was ongoing. 


Jilted boyfriend broke 
ex-sweetheart's nose 


A JILTED boyfriend broke the 
nose of his former sweetheart 
when she refused to have him 
back, a judge heard. 

Law student Akeeb Pervaiz had 
been going out with the victim for 
three years before she decided to end 
the relationship, Wolverhampton 
Crown Court was told. 

The 22-year-old from Stourbridge, who 
worked part time as a security guard, 
pleaded with her on the doorstep of her 
home to give him a second chance on No¬ 
vember 11, explained prosecutor Mr How¬ 
ard Searle. He continued: “He asked to be 
forgiven for things that had happened in 
the past but she said ‘no, this time it is over 
for good’. He had been trying to embrace 
her but, on hearing this, broke off, called 
her a bitch and head-butted her.” 

Pervaiz ran to his car and drove off. His 
victim had to go to Russells Hall Hospital 
for treatment to a fractured nose. It was 
corrected without surgery. 

His former girlfriend said in a statement 
that the attack left her psychologically as 
well as physically injured. 

Panic 

She explained: “I lost all my confidence. 
I felt ugly and could not look at myself in 
the mirror. I also suffered panic attacks.” 

Mr Benjamin Nicholls, defending, said: 
“This criminal folly was not premeditated 
but, with it he has jeopardised the career 
he hoped to follow and his part-time job. 
He comes from a respectable family. He is 
embarrassed and ashamed by what he did.” 

Pervaiz, from Paxton Road, Wollescote, 
admitted assault causing actual bodily 
harm and was given a 12-month prison 
sentence suspended for two years with 250 
hours’ unpaid work. 

He was also told to pay the victim £500 
compensation and ordered to have no con¬ 
tact with her for five years. 

Judge Marcus Tregilgas-Davey told him: 
“You simply would not, and could not, ac¬ 
cept that the relationship had ended. Feel¬ 
ings were raw but your behaviour towards 
that woman was disgraceful. The incident 
happened in her own home where she was 
entitled to feel safe. She has suffered sig¬ 
nificant psychological harm. She has even 
moved jobs because of her concern that you 
might come to her place of work.” 


Result! GCSE pupils make grade 



GCSE success for Ellowes Hall pupils Maia Shillans, Joshua Edgar, Oliver Sandall and Joshua Edwards-Jones, all 16 


IT was a day of smiles and celebra¬ 
tions for students as they received 
their GCSE results. 

At Ellowes Hall in Dudley, al¬ 
most half of the students averaged 
at least a grade B. This year, 82 per 
cent of students passed English and 
a third of students studying busi¬ 
ness, IT, sport and single science 
were awarded A* or an A grade. 

Headteacher Alan Jasper said; 
“We are very pleased to report how 
well our students and staff have 
risen to the challenge. 


“We also thank our talented and 
dedicated teaching staff who have 
worked so hard to ensure their 
students achieve their potential, 
together with their parents and 
carers.” 

Pupils at Old Swinford Hospi¬ 
tal, Stourbridge, were also thrilled 
with their results, which saw them 
achieve a pass rate of just over 
93 per cent in five or more sub¬ 
jects at grades at A* to C. Edward 
Cooper, of Stourbridge, achieved 10 
A*grades and one grade A. 


Headteacher Paul Kilbride said: 
“We are all absolutely delighted 
with the boys’ GCSE results. I 
would like to thank their dedicated 
teachers for all that they have 
done.” 

At Ormiston Forge Academy in 
Cradley Heath students achieved 
a 53 per cent A* to C pass rate for 
five GCSEs. Three years ago this 
figure was 44 per cent. 

There was also improvement at 
the top end with a record 91 A* 
grades amongst the year 11 pupils. 


Park event 
moved after 
travellers 
invade site 

TRAVELLERS have set up camp on 
Buffery Park - causing a charity event 
to be moved at the last minute. 

The Friends and Residents group of 
the Dudley beauty spot were hit with a 
problem when around 30 caravans de¬ 
scended on the site on Wednesday night. 

An event in aid of dementia patients 
was due to be staged at the park just 
three days later. It was moved to Sled- 
mere Primary School in Buffery Road 
after event organiser Leah Marshall, 
aged 24, from Lower Gornal, had to 
make around 80 phone calls letting 
everybody know the new location. 

“Why did they have to come this 
weekend of all weekends?” said Miss 
Marshall. 

The clinical support worker at Rus¬ 
sells Hall Hospital said: “I have been 
over, they did seem very friendly. They 
said they would move their caravans 
over to one side of the field but I couldn’t 
just take their word for it. 

“It is very frustrating with all the 
planning and advertising that has been 
done.” 

It is believed the travellers moved 
onto the site via the gate on Green Park 
Road. Residents claimed horses were left 
to run loose on the field and tyre marks 
were left in torn up turf. 

Lynn Horton, secretary of The 
Friends and Residents of Buffery Park, 
said: “They will wreck our hard work 
when we have achieved our Green Flag 
status. Everyone does so much to keep 
this park going and for it to happen just 
before the event just makes it all worse.” 

Motorcyclist badly 
hurt in collision 

A MOTORCYCLIST suffered serious 
injuries in a crash with a car when his 
helmet was flung more than 160ft by the 
force of the impact. 

The smash happened in Saltwells 
Road, close to the junction with Cra- 
bourne Road, Netherton, shortly after 
7.30am last Thursday. 

Police officers closed the road near to 
The Bunch of Bluebells pub while inves¬ 
tigations got under way. 

The rider, a 21-year-old man, suffered 
multiple serious injuries with several 
fractures. He was taken to Birming¬ 
ham’s Queen Elizabeth Hospital special¬ 
ist trauma centre. The driver of the car, 
a man, sustained minor injuries but did 
not require hospital treatment. 

Witnesses are asked to contact police 
on 101. 

Restaurant plan 
for electrical shop 

PLANS have been put forward to 
change an electrical shop into a restau¬ 
rant. Homers Electrical in High Street, 
Quarry Bank, has been proposed for the 
change of use, which will include a car 
park extension. Dudley councillors will 
make a decision in coming weeks. 
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Cheat picks 
up bill for 
failing to 
declare job 

A HOUSING benefit cheat who 
claimed more than £8,000 but failed 
to declare he was working, has been 
condemned for ‘stealing from the 
public purse.’ 

Sentencing 51-year-old Danovan 
Christopher Stanley Langford to 200 
hours of unpaid work, district judge 
Graham Wilkinson added: “People 
like you are allowing honest people on 
benefits to get tarred with the same 
brush.” 

The defendant, of Claverley Court, 
Vicarage Prospect, Dudley, pleaded 
guilty to dishonestly making a false 
statement to obtain housing benefit, 
and for dishonestly failing to notify 
the Department for Work and Pen¬ 
sions that he was employed. 

Prosecuting, Miss Alka Brigue, ac¬ 
knowledged that the defendant had 
originally benn correctly claiming 
benefits but that didn’t tell the bene¬ 
fits agency when he got a job as shop 
and kitchen fitter. 

Miss Brigue said Langford was now 
paying the money back in instalments 
of about £120 a month. 

Mr Rajesh Bassi, defending, ex¬ 
plained that while on benefits his cli¬ 
ent had been receiving training from 
a company, who had been informed 
when he found work. 

Langford also claimed he had sent 
a letter to the Department for Work 
and Pensions (DWP). 

Langford was given a 12-month 
community order and 200 hours of 
unpaid work. He must also pay costs 
of £135 and a victim surcharge of £60. 

Defendant admits 
bomb hoax charge 

A BOMB hoax in Dudley has been 
admitted by a 38-year-old man when 
he appeared before magistrates last 
week. 

Jamie Paul By water, of Halesowen 
Road, Netherton, pleaded guilty to 
informing police that there was a 
bomb on that same road on July 19 
this year. 

However, after the court heard 
from the defendant that he has issues 
with his mental health, his case was 
adjourned so that a pre-sentence re¬ 
port can be compiled. 

Bywater is charged with communi¬ 
cating to Pc Morgan information that 
he knew or believed to be false. 

Bywater is due to be sentenced at 
Walsall magistrates court on Septem¬ 
ber 14. 

Community forum 
to meet in Gornal 

THE next meeting of Dudley Coun¬ 
cil’s community forum covering its 
Gornal and Upper Gornal and Wood- 
setton wards is being held in Bag- 
geridge Social Welfare Centre, The 
Straits, on Monday at 6.30pm. 


£lm for revamp of historic buildings 


A £1 million funding boost for Dudley town centre 
will help preserve historic buildings for generations 
to come, bosses from the Heritage Lottery Fund say. 

Cash-strapped Dudley Council found out last 
month that its bid for funds was successful, so it can 
now continue its regeneration of the town centre. 

A total of £1.178 million has entered council cof¬ 
fers and plans will now be drawn up for the resto¬ 
ration of 14 historic buildings, for possible use by 
local businesses. 

It follows the first phase of the project which fo¬ 
cused on linking the town’s shops area to the Civic 
Quarter. 

Vanessa Harbar, head of Heritage Lottery Fund 
(HLF) West Midlands, said the panel was impressed 


by the plans for Dudley. She added: “We believe that 
historic townscapes are the beating heart of local 
places. Therefore, HLF is pleased to continue to 
support Dudley Council in the regeneration of its 
historic town centre. 

“The funding will support the next stage of Dud¬ 
ley’s regeneration, proving that even small changes, 
such as improving shop fronts or restoring a build¬ 
ing’s historic features, can make a big difference to 
a community’s economic and social wealth.” 

Life 

Council bosses have said the funding will help 
‘breathe new life’ into Dudley town centre, but are 
yet to announce which sites will be restored. 


It comes as the council also received more good 
news after it won praise for its work on The Old 
Glasshouse, for which it was handed a Royal Town 
Planning Institute (RTPI) Regional Historic Award 
for Excellence 2016. 

Dudley North MP Ian Austin said the regenera¬ 
tion plans were positive for the town. 

He explained: “I’m delighted about the contin¬ 
ued HLF support and recent RTPI award to Dud¬ 
ley town centre. I’ve visited the Glasshouse several 
times and it’s making a real difference to the area. 

“It’s exactly the sort of regeneration we need to 
attract more people in to the town. I want to con¬ 
gratulate everyone involved and encourage as many 
local people as possible to visit.” 


New 20mph zones for 
roads beside 16 schools 


ROADS around more than a dozen 
schools are set to become 20mph 
zones as council chiefs look to im¬ 
prove safety for children. 

The speed limit would be reduced out¬ 
side 16 schools in the Dudley borough, 
while a raft of other safety measures 
would also be brought in. 

The measures have been announced as part 
of the authority’s Local Safety Scheme for 
2016/17. 

Dudley Council’s deputy leader Judy Fos¬ 
ter said: “Obviously this is something we fully 
support as a council - it’s integral from a road 
safety point of view. 

“We know there are schools in areas where 
there’s a large amount of traffic, and the safety 
of our children is paramount both in school and 
on the way to school. 

“This policy has been very well received by 
schools and parents, in particular.” 

In Dudley, 20mph limits would be intro¬ 
duced outside Woodside Community School on 
Highgate Road, and the Bishop Milner Catholic 
High School on Burton Road and the Broad¬ 
way. 

In Stourbridge, changes would come into 
force at Ham Dingle Primary School in Old 
Ham Lane, Oldswinford CoE Primary School, 
off Swinford Road, and Gig Mill Primary 
School, in Heath Road and Poole Street. 

Schools in Halesowen to be affected would 
be Earls High and Tenterfields Primary, Hales- 
bury School and Hurst Green Primary. 

Markings 

Elsewhere in the borough, the speed limit 
would be brought down at St Chad’s RC Pri¬ 
mary School and Cotwall End Primary School 
in Sedgley, St Mary’s RC Primary School, 
Brierley Hill, and Brierley Hill Primary School, 
The Wordsley School, Colley Lane Primary 
School in Cradley and Fairhaven Primary 
School in Wordsley. 

Council bosses have also said they will look at 
bringing in traffic regulation orders, which can 
restrict the use of roads at certain times, and 
updating road markings outside some schools. 

The proposals will now be considered with a 
final decision expected over the coming months. 

They are the latest road safety proposals to 
be announced after highways bosses also re¬ 
vealed they were considering installing speed 
cameras on the Birmingham New Road in Tip- 
ton. 


Jordanne is right on song for Rio 



Grand slam tennis winner Jordanne Whiley, of Halesowen, has revealed her talent as a singer-songwriter 


NINE-TIME grand slam wheel¬ 
chair tennis champion Jordanne 
Whiley MBE is set to release her 
first single. 

The Halesowen-born athlete 
took to Twitter to announce her 
move into the music industry. 
The 24-year-old released her first 
song, Push The Clouds Away, via 
iTunes last week. 

She said: “I wrote the song 
about my boyfriend. I’ve sang my 
whole life, but until recently only 


my parents really knew I could 
sing. 

“I think everyone was surprised 
when I sang on the wheelchair 
tennis anthem last year.” 

Jordanne said she has always 
been musical, becoming a grade 
four pianist at 12-years-old and 
singing in the school choir before 
she concentrated on tennis. 

She also sang with Black Coun¬ 
try charity band Penny Short. 

She recorded the new track 


after her boyfriend, Marc Mc- 
Caroll, also a wheelchair tennis 
player, bought her studio time. 

Jordanne said: “I never wrote 
a song before and I took it to the 
producer, he added his expertise 
and then I recorded the vocals 
back in April.” 

The Paralympic bronze medal¬ 
list says preparations are going to 
plan ahead of Rio, where she fan¬ 
cies her chances of gold success. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 

Heathens hope to 
come back home 

CRADLEY Heathens speedway club is 
in talks to return home to Dudley bor¬ 
ough after more than 20 years away. 

Land in the Cradley area has been 
identified for a possible track venue 
with bosses in discussions with Dud¬ 
ley Council. 

The club secured its immediate fu¬ 
ture last year after agreeing a deal to 
race at Monmore Green. 

Heathens have struggled to find a 
permanent home since losing their 
track in Dudley Wood two decades 
ago. Hopes of a move to a site beside 
the M5 were dashed last year. 

Former MP dies 
after short illness 

TRIBUTES have been paid to former 
Wolverhampton MP Ken Purchase, 
who has died aged 77 after a short 
illness. 

Mr Purchase was the Labour MP 
for Wolverhampton North East for 18 
years until he retired in 2010, having 
previously served as a councillor in the 
city between 1970 and 1990. He died 
on Sunday. 

Born and bred in the city, Mr Pur¬ 
chase was hugely respected among 
politicians and his constituents. He is 
survived by his wife Brenda and their 
two daughters Samantha and Lisa. 

Homes plan at 
former gas works 

HOMES are to be built on the former 
site of a gas works in Lower Gornal, if 
new plans get the green light. 

An application for 10 homes on the 
site of the old Musk Lane Works has 
been lodged with planning bosses at 
Dudley Council. 

The land has become overgrown 
since the demolition of the gas works, 
which had stood in Lower Gornal 
since the 1860s. 

Car parking spaces would also be 
provided for the new properties. 

Homes bid at former 
primary school site 

A DISUSED primary school in Hale¬ 
sowen could be demolished and 27 
homes built in its place. 

Plans for the Holt Farm Primary 
site in Holt Road have been submit¬ 
ted to Dudley Council. This sets out 
proposals for the demolition of the ex¬ 
isting school building and erection of 
27 dwellings. 

The school was closed in 2006 and 
the land was sold earlier this year. 

One objection has been received to 
the plans. 

Road shut for works 

A DUDLEY road will be closed for 
three weeks due to gas main replace¬ 
ment work. 

High View Street will be shut from 
September 8 to 30 to enable Balfour 
Beatty to carry out the essential work 
for National Grid Gas. 

Diversions will be in place. 


NHS DENTISTRY CARE 

MODERN NHS DENTISTRY WITH CAR 

Look 
great 

& feel 
great 
in 

2016 


WE ALSO OFFER: 

• BEST PRACTICE 
GUIDELINES APPLIED 

• ONE TO ONE 
QUALITY CARE 

• DIGITAL XRAY 

• SAME DAY URGENT 
BOOKINGS 

• ORTHODONTIC CARE 

• CHOICE OF FOUR 
EXPERT DENTISTS 


RICHMOND HOUSE DENTAL PRACTISE 

Book your appointment today 

01384 390111 



135 High Street, Amblecote 
Stourbridge DY8 4YY 
www.eliassmilecentre.co.uk 
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THE BEST OF 

PETER 

RHODES 



I WAS tempted to go to a screening of 
the new Swallows and Amazons film until 
I saw the online previews. I’m not sure I 
want to watch a bunch of kids who can sail 
better than I can. 


ARTHUR Ransome’s adventure in the 
Lakes is very much a piece of its time. The 
1930s kids have sharp knives, they light 
open fires, declare war on other kids and 
go sailing without lifejackets. If this movie 
were set in 2016 it would be Swallows and 
Asbos. 


THE parents would probably get arrest¬ 
ed, too. Swallows and Amazons begins 
with the kids’ naval captain father hearing 
of their proposed voyage and sending the 
famous Duffers’ Telegram to the children 
he has inexplicably named Titty and Rog¬ 
er: “Better drowned than duffers. If not 
duffers won’t drown.” So that’s desertion, 
child neglect and dodgy forename-selec¬ 
tion. The CPS would have a field day. 


Station could be Black Country hub 


A MAJOR revamp of Sandwell and 
Dudley railway station is among 
proposals put forward to the Govern¬ 
ment by a rail body. 

West Midlands Rail said the sta¬ 
tion needed modernising in order to 
be recognised as a ‘Black Country 
hub’. 

West Midlands Rail (WMR), a 
consortium of 14 local authorities 
from across the Midlands, said there 


needed to be better recognition of the 
importance of the Oldbury station, 
which is the busiest between Wolver¬ 
hampton and Birmingham. 

It comes after Labour deputy 
leader and West Bromwich East MP 
Tom Watson criticised proposals to 
cut the number of high-speed trains 
stopping at the station. The Govern¬ 
ment is consulting on the future of 
the Inter-City West Coast Rail Line. 


Councillor Mark Winnington, 
WMR chairman, said: “This requires 
station modernisation, better facili¬ 
ties, and consideration of how other 
modes of transport can better inte¬ 
grate with the railway. 

“Enhancing the opportunity 
for modal interchange would see 
Sandwell and Dudley move towards 
realising its potential as a significant 
regional inter-city hub.” 



Rail station needs a major revamp 


Eyesore mountain of 
rubbish finally moved 


CRYSTAL-ball department. On July 
6 this column advised kids upset by the 
Brexit vote not to take German nationality 
because “National service may be sus¬ 
pended at present but who knows what 
the future may bring? If you think Brexit 
will muck up your glittering career plans, 
how about two years in the Luftwaffe?” 
This week the German government says it 
is considering reintroducing conscription. 
Now, what size boots do you take, sonny? 

THE most sensible comment on Cor- 
byn’s “RAM-PACKED” train journey comes 
from his Labour 
comrade, Har¬ 
riet Harman: 
“He’s got a 
campaign team 
- you would 
have thought 
they would 
have booked 
him a seat.” 
Quite. 

AND for those who say such incidents 
are trivial and of no interest, in less than 24 
hours Traingate generated almost 20,000 
comments on the Guardian website. It’s 
little things like Traingate, Jennifer’s Ear 
and Gordon Brown’s “bigoted woman” re¬ 
mark that win and lose general elections. 
From now on, whenever Corbyn is seen 
anywhere near empty seats, the lethal 
sniggering will begin. If Parliament were 
not in recess and David Cameron were still 
in No 10, he would have ripped Corbyn to 
shreds in Prime Minister’s Questions. 

AS the nation’s favourite bare-chest¬ 
ed scyther prepares for another series, a 
Daily Telegraph reader asks a pertinent 
question. Why do we call the drama POL- 
dark? Most Cornish words have the stress 
on the second syllable as with PolZEATH, 
PenZANCE and PolPERRO. So why is this 
show not PolDARK? Answers by email, 
thanks, not on a postCARD. 



Don't miss Peter 
Rhodes every Mon¬ 
day to Friday in your 
Express & Star 


By Richard Guttridge 

IT DOMINATED the skyline 
in a Brierley Hill street for 
seven years but at long last 
the rubbish mountain has 
gone. 

A seven-month operation to 
clear the waste, which had been 
left to pile up at the Refuse De¬ 
rived Fuel (RDF) site in Moor 
Street, is almost complete. 

Until the eyesore was removed, 
neighbours of the nightmare site 
were overshadowed by a towering 
pile of trash reaching almost 20ft. 

Diggers have been clawing away 
at the mound in recent months. 

The rubbish developed into a sev¬ 
en-year saga as residents and coun¬ 
cillors were left frustrated in their 
battle to have it shifted. 

RDF company director Robert 
McNaughton was jailed for failing 
to remove it in 2013. The break¬ 
through came at the start of this 
year when the owners of the site 
agreed to pay around £750,000 to 
clear the waste. 

Work to clear the rubble, wood, 
plastic, bricks, tyres and household 
waste - which had been left for so 
long that it sprouted vegetation - 
began in January. 

Campaign 

Brierley Hill councillor Rachel 
Harris, who led a campaign to get 
the waste cleared, said: “We are re¬ 
ally pleased. This shows if a commu¬ 
nity works together they can change 
things in their area. 

“Everybody was deeply unhappy 
about that site but we have worked 
with the Environment Agency and 
the owners and have managed to get 
something done about it.” 

Steve Dunn, secretary of the 
Brierley Hill Tenants and Residents 
Association, said: “It has practically 
been cleared and all the residents 
are quite happy .We have been fight¬ 
ing to have it cleared for almost 10 
years. It’s a great relief.” 

Councillor Harris was hopeful 
plans to build housing on the site 
could now be resurrected as devel¬ 
opers had been worried that they 
would have to pay for the clean up. 



Campaigners living near the eyesore site fought for seven years to have the mountain of waste removed 



Mountain no more - the former RDF site in Moor Street is being cleared up and it is hoped homes can be built on the land 


Town centre 
museum to 
be used for 
staff training 

DUDLEY’S landmark town centre 
museum and art gallery building is 
to become a council staff training and 
conference centre. 

Displays are set to be moved from 
the museum in Priory Street later 
this year to a new home in Dudley 
Archives, on Tipton Road, which has 
sparked fears that the iconic town 
centre building would be left empty. 

But a council document says talks 
are under way to relocate staff and 
functions from Netherton’s Saltwells 
Education Development Centre to 
the former museum. This would be 
a short-term move to help keep the 
building from falling into disrepair, 
says the council’s regeneration boss 
Khurshid Ahmed. 

Councillor Ahmed added: “That 
particular building will be temporar¬ 
ily used as a conference and training 
centre. We’re trying to bring staff into 
the town and hopefully that will have 
a positive impact. 

“The main concern peopled raised 
about shifting from the museum in 
the town centre to the Archives was a 
loss of trade in the town. 

“Clearly what we don’t want is for 
the building to be closed and nothing 
happening there so it falls into disre¬ 
pair. That is why temporarily we will 
be shifting staff from elsewhere to use 
it for conferences. 

“There’s an opportunity to continue 
to use the building and that will have 
a positive part to play in the town cen¬ 
tre economy. In the future we will find 
a more permanent use for it.” 

Age UK Dudley 
is battling on 

AN ACTIVITY centre for the elder¬ 
ly in Dudley has announced what it 
hopes will not be its last programme 
of events. 

Age UK Dudley’s Springboard 
Project is again launching activities 
for people aged 50 and over, starting 
this month. However, it comes as the 
centre at The Waterfront in Brierley 
Hill faces an uncertain future. Dudley 
Council withdrew £300,000 in funding 
and the centre also had it application 
for cash from the Big Lottery rejected. 

The centre has 53 staff and more 
than 300 volunteers who run various 
health and wellbeing activities. 

A spokesman said: “Although the 
centre is bravely fighting on, sadly, 
this may be the last term of activities 
unless further funding can be found.” 

Call (01384) 571830 for details. 

Village's beer and 
music festival is off 

THE tenth annual Belbroughton 
Beer and Music Festival has been 
cancelled. The fundraiser for local 
charities was to have been held next 
weekend but organisers announced 
on the festival website that a licence 
had not been obtained in time. 





SOFAS, VINYLS AND LAMINATES 

WE DO WHAT OTHER CARPET FIRMS WOH’T. I - 5 I DISABLED? OAP? CAN'T GET OUT? 

„ . . . . . . f_ or anyone who just needs extra help! 

Help move heavy furniture, up lift plus take /h Can’t COUie to US we’IICOUie to YOU 

away Old carpets FREE OF CHARGE y v V We will bring 100s of carpet samples 

Shave doors. Bed assemble and disposal. 1 - 1 sofa and bed brochures to your door 


Samantha Sofa 


3+2 Fabric Sofas only £500 

v xC TO A 


Heavy Domestic 
Saxony’s 

from 

£6*99 sq yd 

was £14.99 


Wsm 


Lola Leather 
Suite 

3 + 2 Recliner in 
Black or Brown 

£699 



Divan Beds 
Singles from 

£92 

Double from 

£142 


Bleach 
cleanable 
carpets from 

£ 3.99 sqyd 


100’s of rolls and end of rolls in store at knockdown prices 

WE WILL BEAT YOUR BIG SUPERSTORE 


Click on-line for many great prices ■ www.ablecarpets.co.uk ^_ $ conditions apply 

^OPEN^l. 


Warehouse Unit, D Dormston Trading Est., uu d rry mm 
B urton Road, Gornal DY13TD # woiiescote 


OPEN: MON-SAT 9.30-5.00 

FREEPHONE 

0800 0833747 


SUNDAYS < 
10am-3pm% 


COVERS 
ALL AREAS 


oiuururiuye 

€ Pedmore 

• Brierley Hill 

• Wordsley B4M 

Adrian Bromley 

01903 880341 




ELV 

RECYCLING LTD 

• Vehicle Recovery. 

Depollution and Disposal 

• Top Prices Paid • DVLA 
Certificate of Destruction 

• Authorised Treatment Facility 

• NEW PARTS DEPARTMENT NOW OPEN! 
• Parts Line Call Direct 07875 470537 

All makes and models including tyres and batteries, 
cheap prices, delivery available, 

1 month’s warranty on all parts 

Opening times: Monday-Friday 8.30am-4.30pm 
and Saturday 8.30 am-1.00 pm 
Fast and Friendly Service 
ELV Recycling (Mids) Ltd Brierley Hill 

01384 77308 


L ^)ai<?leu Cfutoo 

w' J 



Specialise in Recovery: 
Car Servicing 

Mot Repairs 

Mini Clutch 
Replacements 
Aluminium Welding 
Clutch + Brake 
Replacements 
Restoration Work 


Race car preparation and 
discreet transportation 

Stourbridge Road, Stourbridge 

West Midlands, DY9 7BD 

Call Nigel Today 07476 458620 

Collection Service Available 

















































Arson text 
threats to 
ex-girlfriend 
led to court 

A 28-year-old man was given a sus¬ 
pended prison sentence after sending 
texts to his ex-girlfriend threatening 
to burn down her house. 

Sean O’Donnell, of Stourbridge 
Road, Dudley, sent several texts to 
his former partner on July 18, includ¬ 
ing saying he was going to torch her 
home and advising her to board up 
her windows. 

Police were called and when they 
arrived at the victim’s property they 
found O’Donnell outside. He claimed 
that he had never intended to actually 
carry out the threat. 

He pleaded guilty to sending a men¬ 
acing message at Dudley Magistrates 
Court, contrary to the Communica¬ 
tions Act 2003. 

Prosecutor Mr Alka Brigue outlined 
the several messages were sent to the 
victim, seen and photographed by po¬ 
lice. 

Representing O’Donnell, Mr Rajesh 
Bassi highlighted that his client made 
a full and frank admission during in¬ 
terview. 

Mr Bassi added: “When they get 
angry they send each other mes¬ 
sages.” He added that O’Donnell was 
intoxicated at the time. 

Passing sentence, district judge 
Graham Wilkinson said: “I under¬ 
stand that you were in drink, but 
other people after drinking don’t send 
text messages threatening to burn a 
house down with people in it.” 

O’Donnell received a 12-week sen¬ 
tence suspended for 12 months and is 
subject to a six-week curfew. He must 
pay £135 costs and £115 surcharge. 

Super Bob will 
open hospice fete 

PEPPA Pig will rub shoulders with 
Albion legend ‘Super’ Bob Taylor at 
the Mary Stevens Hospice Summer 
Fete on Saturday 

Super Bob will officially kick off 
proceedings at 11.30am with enter¬ 
tainment in two main performance 
areas at the hospice site in Hagley 
Road, Oldswinford. 

The main stage will see musicians 
such as local choir Got2Sing perform 
until 4pm when The Empty Can, will 
bring the show to a close with their 
headline set, including the Black 
Country Anthem. Over on the perfor¬ 
mance stage, guests will be treated to 
acrobatics, fitness and strength dis¬ 
plays, before the annual dog show. 

The fete entrance fee is £2 for 
adults and £1 for under-16s. 

Neighbourhood 
police meeting 

POLICE will host a community meet¬ 
ing in Sedgley on September 15. 

It will run from 7pm until 8pm at 
the Dormston School in Mill Bank. 

Officers from the Sedgley neigh¬ 
bourhood police team will be on hand. 


Students get wrong grades in results mix-up 



Dudley College issued an apology 


THREE Dudley College students 
were given the wrong AS-level results 
after an examination board mix-up. 

An error collating media studies 
grades meant the students were ini¬ 
tially given better results than they 
actually achieved. 

One teenager was left devastated 
after seeing her A grade wiped out 
when she was informed it was ac¬ 
tually a B. Another student saw a B 
grade reduced to a C. 

Dudley College has apologised for 
the gaffe, which they said was the 
fault of an examination board. 


The three students received the 
wrong grades on A-level results day 
but the college say they were quickly 
informed about the errors. 

One mother said her 17-year-old 
daughter, who attended the Dudley 
Sixth campus on Ednam Road, was 
upset to find out she hadn’t done as 
well as she thought when she was 
sent a text by the college. 

The mother, from Sedgley, said the 
family had been out for a celebration 
meal but her daughter was in tears 
when she got the news from college. 

A spokesman for Dudley College 


said in a statement: “We sincerely 
apologise that in three instances there 
was a temporary transposition error 
in collating and communicating AS 
level results from the Welsh Examina¬ 
tion Board. This was rectified as soon 
as possible and the small number of 
learners impacted were informed im¬ 
mediately. 

“We issued over 3,000 results and 
do make every effort to ensure accu¬ 
racy. In this instance we are sorry 
that we fell short of providing the 
highest quality service that is our 
norm.” 


Councils to 
meeting ovei 


unite for 
r travellers 



A police officer at a travellers’ camp in the Black Country - there has been a huge increase this year 


A SURGE in the number of traveller 
camps across the Black Country has 
prompted councils to set up a meeting 
to discuss the problem. 

As the number of travellers in the area ris¬ 
es this summer, so too are reports from resi¬ 
dents and businesses about anti-social behav¬ 
iour, crime and mess left behind by travellers. 

It has prompted a joint meeting of Black Coun¬ 
try authorities, led by Sandwell Council who have 
put the annual cost of dealing with illegal encamp¬ 
ments as in the region of £250,000 

Nick Bubalo, the council’s director for regenera¬ 
tion and economy, said: “Sandwell are in the pro¬ 
cess of co-ordinating a joint Black Country meeting 
between respective councils and police chiefs to 
look more strategically at how we can deal with 
this growing issue. 

“The council is looking at the legislation to see 
where a more targeted approach can be taken in 
relation to the worst offenders.” 

Mr Bubalo also confirmed that the council has 
established a monthly working group with the po¬ 
lice to respond to the growing concerns raised by 
the public. 

He added that the council is working closely with 
West Midlands Police. 

Concerns 

But there are concerns at the police’s response. 
Dudley Council’s Halesowen North representative 
Councillor Hilary Bills said: “There’s been a little 
bit of inconsistency with the police this year, be¬ 
cause there’s something called a section 61 of the 
criminal code, which is actually a forced entry. 
Last year we were told, make your parks and green 
spaces secure, so that if they have to perform a 
criminal act to break in, the police will have some¬ 
thing called a section 61 and then they have 24 
hours to go. 

“My experience in my own ward is we’ve had 
two incursions, on both occasions the travellers 
had to commit a crime to get in, and on neither 
occasion did police use a section 61. Regular people, 
law-abiding people, do not understand why other 
people can come into our community, break the 
laws, and nothing happens.” 

West Midlands Police communications manager 
Lee Page said: “There seems to be a misconception 
that the police have the power to immediately close 
down these camps and move people on, but in real¬ 
ity the process is controlled by law. 

“Despite the best efforts of police and councils, 
and our desire to secure swift vacation of the land, 


this process can sometimes take up to a week if we 
have to go to court.” 

Superintendent Phil Dolby said: “West Midlands 
Police has a positive duty to serve all communities 
in a fair and equitable way. Our officers and staff 
need to strike a balance between the rights of the 
individual and the rights of the settled community 
when dealing with gipsies and travellers.” 

According to local authority data, Walsall has 
been the most affected district, seeing a 93 unau¬ 
thorised encampments so far this year, compared to 
85 during the first eight months of last year. 

Sandwell has been faced with 46 encampments 
up until August this year, more than the whole of 
2015, when they had 41. Furthermore, they esti¬ 
mate that in total over the last two years the coun¬ 


cil has had to deal with more than 1,000 caravans 
parked on sites illegally. 

Another of the most affected boroughs is Dudley, 
where the council has already recorded 22 encamp¬ 
ments comprising 370 caravans so far this year, 
compared to 16 encampments and only 72 cara¬ 
vans during the same period last year. Even by the 
end of 2015, the total number of caravans they had 
seen was around a third of the number which have 
already come into Dudley borough so far in 2016. 

Although Wolverhampton Council hasn’t con¬ 
firmed figures for the number of encampments, 
they have seen a significant increase in calls re¬ 
porting incursions during the same months, up to 
51 this year compared to 19 last year. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 

Tesco hands out 
2,000 free meals 

TESCO stores in Dudley have donat¬ 
ed more than 2,000 free meals as part 
of a national campaign. 

The supermarket’s community 
food programme, which sees unsold 
food given free to charities and other 
groups for free, has helped reached 
one million meals nationwide. 

Rifka Chakkalakal, community 
food programmes manager at Tesco, 
said: “We are delighted to see Dudley 
contribute a fantastic 2,070 meals of 
surplus food to people in need. We be¬ 
lieve that no food that could be eaten 
should go to waste.” 

Choir open evening 
for new recruits 

BUDDING singers are being invited 
to a choir’s open evening and perfor¬ 
mance on September 13. 

Viva Musica Choir is appealing to 
anyone interested in joining a choir to 
come along to meet the choir members 
at Ham Dingle Primary School in Ped- 
more, Stourbridge, at 7.30pm. 

The choir performs a wide range of 
music from Mozart to Abba and con¬ 
certs are held throughout the year. 

There are currently around 70 
members and the group also organises 
regular social events and supports var¬ 
ious charities. 

High-rise issues 
to be discussed 

COUNCIL tenants who live in high- 
rise properties have been invited to 
discuss issues relating to their estates. 

Dudley Council’s high-rise living 
forum will consider ways to improve 
residents’ lives on Tuesday. The meet¬ 
ing will take place at the Saltwells 
Education Centre in Netherton, from 
7pm to 8.30pm. 

Tea and coffee will be served from 
6.30pm. 

For further information call (01384) 
815168. 

Geology expert talks 
about geopark plan 

A BLACK Country geology expert is 
giving a talk in Wolverhampton Art 
Gallery on Tuesday afternoon. 

Graham Worton, curator and keeper 
of Geology at Dudley Museum and Art 
Gallery, will speak at 1.30pm. 

His hour-long talk on The Geolog¬ 
ical Heartland will look at the major 
initiative underway by the Black 
Country councils to get the area inter¬ 
national recognition as a Geopark. Mr 
Worton will explain how the area con¬ 
tains some of the world’s finest fossils. 

Freemasons' open day 

PEOPLE can find out more about the 
Freemasons at an open day which will 
dispel myths about the organisation 
and highlight its charity work and fel¬ 
lowship. The Stourbridge branch host 
the event at its regular meeting place, 
the Talbot Hotel in High Street on 
Saturday, September 10, 10am-5pm. 
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Cloudy2Clear Announce |^> 


Trusted Trader Partnership 


Consumer champions Which? have 
now joined the thousands of customers 
who recognise that Cloudy2Clear 
Windows really are a business that 
you can TRUST. The company which 
specialises in repairing windows which 
are steamed up, broken or damaged by 
replacing the panes - not the frames has 
received the coveted ‘Which Trusted 
Trader’ status after going through a 
rigorous accreditation process entirely 
focussed on customer service. 


Group Managing Director Marcus 
McGee believes that Which? have 
endorsed Cloudy2Clear’s long standing 
company policy of delivering the highest 
standards possible at all times. ‘Our 
service is simple. If your double glazing 
has misted up we can replace the glass at 
a fraction of the cost of a new window, in 
any type of frame, and with a new 5 year 
guarantee. But it’s not just about saving 
people money, although that obviously 
helps. Whilst a number of tradespeople 


perhaps don’t focus on customer care as 
much as they should do, we make sure 
we turn up when we say we will, do the 
job the customer requires and leave their 
house as clean as a whistle. 

Locally Cloudy2Clear service 
Stourbridge & the surrounding areas 
and manager Brian Stanley agrees that 
this approach is a major factor in his 
success. ‘The truth is that it’s not just 
the personal satisfaction that I get from 
doing a good job but also it makes 


good business sense. I get a huge 
amount of business from friends and 
family of people I’ve done work for, 
which just goes to show how much a 
little bit of effort is appreciated as both 
my customers and, obviously a body 
as nationally important as Which? now 
recognise.’ 

So, if your windows are steamed up, 
broken or damaged give Brian a call for a 
free quotation on 0800 61 21 118 and he’ll 
be happy to help! 


u 

A 

CloudylClear 
GUARANTEE All 

S3 

Customers That An 
Average Quote Will 


Take No Longer 


Than 20 MINS!!! 


99 



STEAMED UP DOUBLE GLAZING? 

Don’t Replace The Frames... Just The Panes! 


Cloudy2Clear Are A... 

Which? 
whi, Trusted 
Trader 


All Glazing Backed By Our 


5 YEAR 

GUARANTEE 


Priority Freephone 

0800 6121118 

www.cloudy2clear.com 


Broken Or Damaged Windows? Faulty Locks, Handles, Hinges? f ¥ 
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IN MY VIEW 


with Mark Andrews 


Problem of 
where this 
rail hub is 
stationed 

SAN DWELL & Dudley railway station 
didn’t get off to the best start. When it 
was upgraded to inter-city status amid 
much fanfare back in 1984, the driver 
of the first express train forgot to stop, 
leaving the civic bigwigs stranded on the 
platform. 

Now with threats of cuts to its inter-city 
services, our local leaders are fighting 
back. West Midlands Rail, a consortium 
of councils across the West Midlands, 
says Sandwell & Dudley should be mod¬ 
ernised to reflect its status as a “Black 
Country hub”. 

Normally, I switch off the moment any¬ 
body says the word ‘hub’. But any invest¬ 
ment in the Black Country’s threadbare 
rail network is something that should be 
welcomed. 

The problem with Sandwell & Dudley is 
that, despite its grandiose name, it is a 
bit in the middle of nowhere. Before the 
inter-city upgrade, it was plain Oldbury, 
but even that was a bit above its station. 
In truth, it is next to a tyre fitter’s between 
Oldbury and West Brom. Which is great 
if you want to go to London while having 
your tyres fitted, but that tends to be a 
niche market. 

What they should have done was up¬ 
graded Dudley Port, up the road in Tip- 
ton, instead. This, too, is a bit out of the 
way, but it was also an interchange for 
the old South Staffordshire line, which 
used to link up with Stourbridge, Dudley, 
Wednesbury, Walsall and Lichfield. Im¬ 
agine if that was reopened, and you could 
get from Wednesbury to London or Man¬ 
chester with just one change. That would 
put the Black Country on the rail map. A 
hub with spokes. 

As recently as last year there were 
plans to introduce a rudimentary very 
light rail service linking Dudley Port to 
Dudley town centre. I thought it was fan¬ 
tastic, but local government deemed it a 
threat to its beloved Midland Metro. 

We could have seen the first stage of 
reconnecting vast swathes of the Black 
Country to the national rail network. In¬ 
stead, we got an artist’s impression of a 
tram outside Dudley Zoo. 

□ □□ 

THE so-called ‘burkini’ must be one of 
the most ridiculous garments ever invent¬ 
ed. The idea of sunbathing while dressed 
up like somebody from the Scottish Wid¬ 
ows advert is inexplicable, and given that 
it only appeared during the past 10 years 
or so, it can hardly be described as fun¬ 
damental to Islam. 

Yet how can anybody fail to be ap¬ 
palled at the sight of four armed French 
policeman swaggering across the beach 
in Nice and ordering a Muslim woman to 
remove her clothing? 

Incidentally, two of the coppers in the 
picture were wearing knee-length shorts 
with their body armour. Maybe they are 
not in the best position to tell people what 
to wear? 



A Naafi canteen that Sgt McArdle ran 


Sgt John McArdle, second from left, during service in Egypt Former soldier Sgt McArdle poses while on active duty 


Soldier’s view of war 


from canteen in diary 



Raymond Griffiths with a photo of Sgt McArdle, a scrapbook and the diary he has made into a book Raymond himself as a serviceman 


THE diary of a World War Two sol¬ 
dier from Bilston has become the 
basis of a new book compiled by a 
fellow veteran. Raymond Griffiths 
was given the diary of Sergeant 
John McArdle following a chance 
encounter. 

Mr Griffiths, aged 90, of Drew Cres¬ 
cent, Stourbridge, was given the diary by 
Sgt McArdle’s son Jim around two years 
ago. 

Jim had planned to ceremoniously burn the 
diary but had second thoughts. He approached 
Mr Griffiths as a well-known local historian, 
through his late wife Emily, who worked at a 
nearby newsagents. 

Mr McArdle, aged 68, said: “I told Emily 
that I was planning to burn the diary and scat¬ 
ter the ashes by my mum and dad’s grave. She 
immediately said ‘Oh no, don’t do that, Ray 
would like to have a look at that’ and that’s 
how it all started.” 

The diary revealed the Second World War 
experiences of the sergeant including his trav¬ 
els around the Middle East. 

Account 

After reading the diary and cross referenc¬ 
ing it with major events during the war, Mr 
Griffiths was inspired to create a book based 
on the diary. 

Entitled ‘My Diary of my service in the Mid¬ 
dle East 1941 - 1945 by Sergeant John McAr¬ 
dle RASC/EFI’, the book gives a first person 
account of the war, including the realities of 
living in and travelling around Syria to the 
Valley of the Kings. 

Mr McArdle said: “Dad was a proper old 
soldier. Whenever you’d leave for a trip he’d 
salute you before you went out the door. Even 
just before he died in 1995, my wife and I went 
to visit him in hospital and as we were leaving 
he saluted. He died the next day. 

“I think he would be so proud of the work 
Ray has done in bringing his diary to life, I 
think he would love it to be honest.” 


The diary of a Second World 
War veteran has been turned 
into a book. Reporter JESSICA 
LABHART takes up the story 

Mr Griffiths said: “The diary was of great 
interest to me as a veteran myself, it really 
brought back some memories. 

“Sergeant McArdle was charged with setting 
up the NAAFIs - the canteens run by Navy, 
Army and Air Force Institutes to provide food 
for soldiers abroad. 

“He never fired a shot throughout the war, 
from what the diary says anyway. 

“One of the most interesting episodes in the 


book is when he was tasked with creating a 
meal for what he called ‘the big three’ which 
was the Prime Minister Winston Churchill, 
President Theodore Roosevelt and Joseph 
Stalin, before they attended the Tehran Con¬ 
ference. 

Chandelier 

Sgt McArdle set to work straight away on 
November 18 1943, but was told on Novem¬ 
ber 22 that the plan to entertain the three 
was cancelled, after a crystal chandelier was 
installed over the dining table! 

Now Mr Griffiths hopes his book will be fea¬ 
tured in an exhibition at the Wolverhampton 
City Archives, along with several of the other 


artefacts he has amassed from the former ser¬ 
geant. 

He said: “I have two or three photo albums 
from his time in the war, as well as his pay 
book, his soldiers’ release book and a special 
baton he always carried with him in case of 
any trouble. I think it’s inspired by his time 
in the Middle East, as it has a snake’s head 
carved into the handle.” 

Though Mr Griffiths discovered that the 
cost of publishing the book would be too high, 
he hopes that people may be able to enjoy it as 
part of the exhibition. 

He said: “I think we will have a captive au¬ 
dience here in Wolverhampton for the work, so 
I hope I will be able to show it off, next to the 
fascinating document that inspired it.” 



www.stourbridgesuitefactory.co.uk 


Bridgnorth Road, Wollaston, Stourbridge DY8 3PY 


• BESPOKE SERVICE 
AVAILABLE 


• BUY DIRECT SAVE £££S 


Massive Summer Clearance 

Up to 50% off Selected Floor Models 

to make way fa our New Autumn Collection 

Custom Handmade Sofas 


A wide range 


of Sofas on 


Display 


Made to Measure 


Save up to 
50% Off 
high street 
prices 


Visit our 
large 
showroom 
today 


So easy to buy 
your made 
to measure 
sofa with us 


IBS 




Pictures for Illustration purposes only 


STOURBRIDGE 

SUITE FACTORY 


Opening times: 
Mon - Fri 10am - 5pm 
Sat 10am - 4pm 

01384 396667 










































Why schools should emulate the Olympics 

HAVING ditched comprehensive without doubt that it contributed to Britain’s best Olympics results in 100 

schools in favour of academies, the To- my failure. years. They recruit the best mentors 

ries now intend to resurrect Grammar My siblings and I subsequently and trainers, provide the best facili- 
schools as a means of improving social worked extremely hard to achieve the ties and, crucially, do not suffer from 
mobility - proving yet again that they status we eventually attained: a man- continual interference from central 
are completely out of touch with the aging director, a deputy head teacher, government. 

needs of ordinary people. middle management and a supervisor. The route to social mobility lies in 

Take it from me, a former secondary I often wonder what heights we might producing better teachers, strengthen- 
schoolboy, labelling children as failures have reached with a better education, ing school relations with parents, pro- 

at the age of eleven seriously inhibits Changing educational systems is viding the best facilities and allowing 

social mobility. both expensive and irrelevant to im- schools and local authorities to work 

I missed the eleven plus exam and proving social mobility, the answer is together. Scrap the billions going into 
preparations for it due to being con- more fundamental. We only need to HS2 and put the money into education, 
fined in hospital. I took the exam, still emulate the actions of the UK sport’s M CLIFF 
unprepared, in another school. I know governing bodies that have produced Wall Heath 


Fish taken 
from canals 
for dinner 

WHILE walking my dog 
along a lovely stretch of a 
canal in Oldbury I came 
across what can only be de¬ 
scribed as a man-made eye¬ 
sore. What I saw was three 
extinguished fires, at least 
50 beer cans and the pack¬ 
aging of a fishing rod start¬ 
up kit. 

A young man told me that 
people night-fish the canals 
and eat the fish they catch. 
He put his foot in the em¬ 
bers, moved it about and 
there where the remains of 
fish. He told me that this 
sort of thing was happening 
all over the Midlands and 
Warrens Hall Nature Re¬ 
serve, near Dudley, had also 
had a lot of fish, ducks and 
coots killed for food. 

If this is so, what is being 
done to stop it? If it is al¬ 
lowed to carry on unchecked 
then our waterways, pools 
and ponds will be barren of 
fish and ducks. The mind 
boggles on why this is hap¬ 
pening when fish is in abun¬ 
dance in the supermarkets. 

G HARPER 

Oldbury 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


POST 


EMAIL 


Dudley Chronicle, 
Chronicle Editorial, 
51-53 Queen Street 
Wolverhampton, WV11ES 


dudley.chrons@ 

expressandstar.co.uk 


Letters should be brief and MUST include name, address and telephone 
number number. The Editor reserves the right to condense letters. 


Don't write off the 
non-academic pupils 

IT is result time again in GCSE and A-level exams and 
once again we are hearing how certain areas of society 
have ‘under achieved’. This year they say is it boys from 
working class background. Rubbish! 

I am sick and tired of keep hearing these students being 
put into boxes because they have not done as well as the ed¬ 
ucation system would have liked in their academic subjects. 

These are human beings who excel in different areas and 
it is up to the system to sort out an education programme 
which allows for non-academic students to be given a 
chance to shine. All the schools are asked to produce is pu¬ 
pils who can give high marks in particular subjects and are 
judged on those marks. 

What about the lad who can name every plant in the gar¬ 
den but can’t add up very well? What about the girl who 
can design and make all her own clothes but can’t write an 
essay? These are the ones that are continually told they 
have ‘under achieved’ and come out of school thinking they 
will never get anywhere. The world does not only need aca¬ 
demics, we need manual workers too. What all pupils need 
is a high grade in self-esteem. 

JENNY JAMES 
Wordsley 


Abuse off 
motorist 
on mobile 

I have just returned from a 
visit to my local supermar¬ 
ket. I noticed a female driv¬ 
er at a road junction about 
to turn with her right hand 
clearly holding a mobile 
phone. Regrettably, this is a 
sight we see all too often on 
our roads these days. 

In light of fatal acci¬ 
dents caused by driver mo¬ 
bile phone usage whilst in 
charge of a moving vehicle, 
I find it hard to believe that 
some drivers selfishly per¬ 
sist in this dangerous prac¬ 
tice. This woman also had a 
small child passenger in the 
front seat. 

I tooted my horn and 
shouted, “You shouldn’t be 
on your phone!” Sadly, I ex¬ 
pect many of your readers 
will not be surprised by her 
response. I despair at the 
example some people are 
setting the younger mem¬ 
bers of our society. Perhaps 
a strengthening of the law 
and punishment against 
this perilous behaviour will 
be the only real deterrent. 

MRS CLAIRE JONES 

Dudley 


GROWTH FACTOR 
INFUSIONS 

A potent blend of growth factors, peptides 
and vitamins to penetrate deeply into 
the skin giving total skin rejuvenation 

WHY WE ALL 
NEED GROWTH 
FACTOR INFUSIONS 

They promote: 

• Skin repair 

• Skin renewal 

• Skin regeneration 

This will give you: 

• Increased elasticity of the skin 

• Improvement of fine lines and wrinkles 

• Increased hydration giving a plumping effect 

• Protection against pollution and free radicals 

• A reduction of redness and inflammation 

• An overall more youthful appearance and luminosity for the face 

* We also recommend a weekly homecare regime of Growth Factor 
masks to maintain optimum cellular stimulation 




© 


Tejif Go 


TO BOOK OR 

FOR A FREE CONSULTATION 

Call us: 01384 824039 

58B South Road Norton, 
Stourbridge DY8 3YB 

email us: 

info@tejandco.co.uk 

visit us at: 

www.tejandco.co.uk 


Collagen RI.N 
with Growth Factors 

£250 

Dermafrac with 
Growth Factors 

£150 


CONTEMPORARY 
& ELEGANT 

Bi-fold doors 
Fitted Aluminium or uPVC 

From £1800 fitted 


VISIT OUR 
WEBSITE TODAYS 

(CM 



Full Range of the 
Latest Composite Doors 




From £690 fitted 


ENTERPRISE GLASS & 
GLAZING Ltd 

of Brierley Hill 

Enterprise Glass and Glazing Ltd are based in the 
Brierley Hill area of the West Midlands and since 
the early 1980’s have built a reputation as a leading 
installer of quality windows, conservatories and 
doors direct to the public. 


MISTED 

UNITS? 

Replacements, 
Glass cut to size- 
Telephone today 
Free Quotation 

01384 571217 


Design & Service 
You Can Trust! 



HM bib efe BBaa Shra=ft.l3i lt^ 37[IHIl BBS *QJH ‘iMsToTnioinise fsTiiol IMtcfto) hits ttaotew 


Fax: 01384 571427 Email: sales@enterpriseglazing.co.uk www.enterpriseglazing.co.uk 
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Coroner is writing to health 
bosses after suicide in hospital 


STAFF at a psychiatric hospital ‘failed to respond to obvi¬ 
ous risks’ regarding a patient who killed himself, an inquest 
heard. 

Glen Jordan, aged 39, from Cannock, was found hanged at Bushey 
Fields Hospital, in Dudley, around 2am on April 24. 

Following a two-day inquest, a jury returned a verdict stating that they be¬ 
lieve Mr Jordan hanged himself after staff saw a bag in his room, but failed to 
- recognise it as a risk. 


Coast to coast 
cyclists boost 
hospice funds 

THREE fundraising cyclists have 
completed the Coast-to-Coast chal¬ 
lenge in aid of a Stourbridge hospice. 

Scott Moore, Rikki Theodosi and 
Andrew Baxter started their chal¬ 
lenge in the North East and cycled 
from Tynecastle to Whitehaven in just 
under three days. They did so in aid of 
Mary Stevens Hospice in Stourbridge 
but it wasn’t all plain sailing. 

On the second day, Scott fell ill, 
leaving Rikki and Andrew to complete 
the middle leg of the cycle challenge 
on their own. However, Scott picked 
himself up and got himself on the bike 
for the third and final day, as he was 
“determined to finish at all costs.” 

Scott, an engineer with Chapmans 
Electrical in Cradley Heath, and Ricki 
had previously climbed Ben Nevis to 
raise money for the same cause and 
between the two events have brought 
in more than £3,000. 

Visit www.marystevenshospice. 
co.uk to find out more about the hos¬ 
pice. 


The first day of the inquest at Black 
Country Coroners Court heard how 
Mr Jordan, a part-time data engineer, 
had a history of depression following 
the loss of his mother and break up of 
a relationship. He had previously tried 
to commit suicide last year and on an¬ 
other occasion six months before that. 

At the Black Country Coroner’s 
Court in Oldbury, the conclusion was 
recorded as misadventure with a fail¬ 
ure in medical intervention - the fail¬ 
ure to respond to the risk of self-harm. 

Lisa Bowers, who has a son with 
Glen, said: “Glen admitted himself to 
Bushey Fields because he didn’t want 
to die.” The court heard how Mr Jor¬ 
dan lived in a caravan following the 
breakup of his relationship. 

While in hospital, Mr Jordan was 
checked upon hourly. On the evening 
before he died, he had spoken to a 
nurse who said he seemed in ‘bright 
spirits’. He was found hanged in his 
room at around 2 am. 

For the Dudley and Walsall Mental 
Health Partnership, Stuart Knowles 
said: “I don’t want to underplay this 
case but it does not show a lack of care 
from staff. This wasn’t a case where a 
blade or a bottle of pills had been left 
in his room, it was a strap attached to 
a bag.” 

Coroner Zafar Siddique said: “I will 
be writing to the trust in an effort to 
prevent future deaths as a result of 
something like this.” 


Owners distraught as restaurant wrecked 



The Hickory’s Smokehouse restaurant at the height of the devastating blaze Picture by Patricia Gooding 


THE owners of a Wall Heath restau¬ 
rant which was gutted by fire say they 
are ‘absolutely devastated’ but will 
rebuild the popular American-style 
eatery. 

A total of 15 fire crews were called 
to deal with the blaze at Hickory’s 
Smokehouse in Wall Heath in the 
early hours of last Thursday. At the 
peak of the blaze there were 100 fire¬ 
fighters on the scene. 

The restaurant, which opened in 
November, is in the former King¬ 
fisher Club, a popular cabaret venue 


for many years which attracted many 
famous acts. 

Firefighters remained on the scene 
all day Thursday after being called at 
2.30am. More than 20 rooms at the 
adjoining Kingfisher Hotel were evac¬ 
uated. 

The owners of Hickory’s, which 
has five branches, said they were dis¬ 
traught for their team and the local 
community. They said in a statement: 
“We are absolutely devastated about 
the news of the fire at our Wall Heath 
restaurant both for our team and the 


local community. Thankfully no one 
has been injured. Firefighters have 
done an incredible job fighting the 
blaze and we are just waiting to speak 
to the police and fire investigation ex¬ 
perts to establish the cause. We’d like 
to thank people for all their support.” 

Crews from Brierley Hill and Stour¬ 
bridge were the first to arrive and 
were joined by 13 more appliances as 
smoke billowed from the USA barbe¬ 
cue-style restaurant. Firefighters used 
a hydraulic platform as they battled to 
bring the blaze under control. 


Messages in 
parks on dog 
mess menace 

A CAMPAIGN to shame dog owners 
who are failing to clean up after their 
pets has got under way in Quarry 
Bank. 

Dudley Council has launched a 
campaign in and around Stevens Park 
following complaints raised by the 
public. It includes a pathway which 
links Thorns Road to Park Road. 

The council has been stencilling the 
floor with distinctive warning signs to 
remind people of the importance of a 
cleaning up after their dogs. 

It leaves a spray-painted warning 
on the pavement in key areas, which 
is not permanent and washes off over 
time. 

Councillor Hilary Bills, cabinet 
member for environmental services, 
said: “I’m sure the vast majority of 
people love their community as much 
as we do and clean up after their pets. 

“People have a right to walk along 
the street and play in parks without 
fear of treading in disgusting mess 
left by dogs. We would rather people 
cleaned up after their dogs than us 
having to prosecute them. 

“The stencils do not permanently 
mark the pavements so are environ¬ 
mentally friendly and hopefully will 
be a good reminder for people.” 

People face fines of up to £1,000 
and prosecution through the courts if 
they fail to properly dispose of their 
animal’s excrement. 

Ravel chaos caused 
by rail signal fault 

BANK Holiday travellers faced chaos 
on the trains as the main line between 
Wolverhampton and Birmingham was 
brought to a standstill for more than 
two hours. 

A signalling fault brought services 
to a halt heading towards Birming¬ 
ham from around 9.30am. Passengers 
were able to use their tickets on buses 
and the Midland Metro. A service was 
put on from around 11am but did not 
stop at Sandwell and Dudley station. 


Brierley Mill Bathrooms 



Large Showroom • Helpful Staff • Free Survey 

01384 484088 

10/11 Garratt Street, Brierley Hill DY5 1JU 

www.brierleyhillbaths.co.uk 





• UNUSUALLY 
SLIPPERY WHEN 
WET? 

• COLOUR FADING? 

• WHITE & GREEN 
ALGAE SPOTS? 


AT BTF CLEANING WE SPECIALISE IN CLEANING, REPAIRING, 
RECOLOURING & SEALING DRIVEWAYS & PATIOS. 

Our expert knowledge and experience brings back to life the 
most dull & worn of driveways & patios. 

We also specialise in cleaning all uPVC conservatories, 
gutters, fascias & soffits. 


BTF 


CLEANING SERVICES LIMITED 


www.btfcleaningservices.co.uk 

Narrow Lane, Halesowen, 
West Midlands. B62 9ND 
Tel/Fax No: 01384 568345 
Mob: 07979 211302 c 
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Free days to explore historic buildings 



Haden Hill House in Cradley Heath will be throwing open its days for a series of events during Heritage Open Days 


PEOPLE are invited to discover his¬ 
toric venues that are right on their 
doorsteps for free during the Heritage 
Open Days from September 8 to 11. 

During the event, buildings that are 
normally closed to the public will have 
their doors opened, while other build¬ 
ings that already open to the public 
waive their admission charge. 

Churchill Forge, near Hagley, is just 
one of the venues participating in the 
Heritage Open Days weekend. The 
forge, located in the village between 
Stourbridge and Kidderminster, is one 
of the very last surviving waterwheel 
powered forges in the country. 


There is lots going on in the heart of 
the Black Country at Cradley Heath’s 
Haden Hill with Proms in the Park 
on September 11 from 2pm. Tours of 
historic Haden Hill Park take place on 
September 8 and 9. The Best’s Angels 
exhibition of Victorian photographs is 
on show at Haden Hill House Museum 
on all the Heritage Days and Haden 
Old Hall has an open weekend (Sep¬ 
tember 10 & 11). 

The Black Country Living Museum 
is running behind the scenes tours of 
its stores on September 10. Railway 
and theatre memorabilia plus props 
from ghost tours will be on show at 


the Castle Hotel on Castle Hill from 
September 9 to 11. 

St Peter’s Church in Kinver is 
open to visitors on September 10, the 
Quaker Meeting House in Scotts Road, 
Stourbridge, is open September 10 and 
11, and there will be 3pm tower tours 
at St John’s Church, Hagley, on Sep¬ 
tember 10 and 11. 

Friends of Lye & Wollescote Ceme¬ 
tery will lead guided walks around the 
cemetery on September 10. The His¬ 
tory in the Headstones walks are at 
10:30am and 12:30pm. 

See the Heritage Open Days website 
for further details. 



Best 

Value 


Trade 

Enquiries 


Call 

for 

Details 


Merry Hill 


■ Free Home Quotes 
I On the Spot Prices 

■ Call in or Call us TODAY! 


MSg 

—«—Or 

st ?^ b 'g7. 


Halesowen 


/|/t©c 

Hagley 


Makeovers 

218 High Street Lye DY9 8JX 

01384891893 

Call for a Deal today! 

B3 • ^ 


Kitchens - Bedrooms - Worktops - Accessories 

(For a Price List or Home Quote) WWW.msmO.CO.uk ^ 




mm 


BjiTiMAsSE 

security 

guarante 


Windows & Conservatories, Orangeries, 
Porches, Fascias & Soffit Boards 

R YDAL E 

MASSIVE MISCOUNTS AVAILABLE 
ON SEPTEMBER INSTALLATIONS 

Every window and conservatory is custom 


made to the most rigorous quality 

standards you will find in the 
industry. 

No other company in the 

area has more experience and 

know how than Rydale, and 

that’s why we havebeen in 

business for W| I f conservatory and 

, j create a comfortable 

more tnan /" environment and a 

31 years, Supplied <6 

\ Fitted...across 
the Midlands 




room you can use 
all year round 


MMake the RIGHT decision this FREEPHONE 0800 917 6060 
Summerjand ghje Rydale ajdng... .www.r^dalewindowsj^o.uk 


Stourbridge Chronicle Thursday, September 1,2016 























































Stourbridge Chronicle Thursday, September 1,2016 


10 


f 




□rmcs 




ORANGERIES AND CONSERVATORIES 

are 34 years old this year 



and to celebrate, throughout September we are offering up to 


So now you can have your cake and eat it! 


(Offer available at the time of quotation only) 
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www.wombourne-windows.co.uk 


Showroom Opening Hours: Monday-Thursday 10am-6pm, Friday 10am-5pm, 
Saturday 10am-3.30pm, Sunday 10am-2pm 






Orangeries and 
Conservatories 
01902 897000 



Morlock House, Bridgnorth Road, Wombourne, South Staffs WV5 OAL 










Tragic teen worried 
about an online photo 



A TEENAGE girl who com¬ 
mitted suicide had been con¬ 
cerned over a photograph 
she had taken being shared 
online, an inquest heard. 

Phoebe Connop, aged 16, who 
attended Windsor High School 
in Halesowen, had been working 
with her father to get some money 
for her summer holidays on July 
7. He had taken her home early 
because she said she was feeling 
unwell. 

Black Country Coroner’s Court, in 
Oldbury, heard that when her father 
returned after work to the address in 
Witley Avenue, Halesowen, expecting 
to find her ready to go out for a meal, 
he found her hanging. 

The inquest heard that she had been 
speaking regularly with an Asian man 
she called her boyfriend, despite the 
two never having met. 

In a private Instagram chat with her 
friends, she shared an edited picture of 
herself where her skin tone had been 
darkened. She was also wearing a scarf 
wrapped around her head. 

Image 

She told friends online the look was 
to get approval from her ‘boyfriend’s’ 
parents. 

The image was then taken out of 
the private chat and spread wider by 
one of her friends, prompting Phoebe 
into fearing a backlash, the inquest 
was told. 

Detective sergeant Katherine Tom¬ 
kins said: “From speaking to her 
friends in the weeks following her 
death, we discovered the image had 
circulated further than she wanted it 
to. 

“There had been some negative re¬ 
action and she confided in her friend, 
who did take the image down at her 
request, she was scared of what the 


reaction might be from the Asian com¬ 
munity in her area.” 

Phoebe, who was born in Stafford, 
was a keen gymnast who had ambi¬ 
tions of becoming a midwife. 

Her family found a ‘wish list’ in her 
bedroom following her death, which 
stated that she wanted to study in 
sixth form. 

Her father, Lawrence Connop, said: 
“She was a lovely girl who would never 
want to cause offence to anyone. 

“She had shown me no indication 
in the weeks leading up to her death 


that there was anything wrong, let 
alone anything that would lead her to 
do this.” 

Black Country Coroner Zafar Sid- 
dique gave his condolences to Phoebe’s 
family as he delivered a conclusion of 
suicide. 

He said: “This is an absolute trag¬ 
edy for the family and I can’t imagine 
the pain and distress they are going 
through, as well as her friends. 

“There is nothing I can say to help 
with the pain but I offer my sincere 
condolences.” 



"A beautiful new kitchen... 

We are so pleased we chose Hagley Kitchens - for Graham and his team 
nothing was to much trouble... Thank you" Tony & Beryl Rhead - Halesowen 

"like magic everything was in place... tiling, electrics, and beautiful appliances... a 
fantastically designed kitchen. Graham made everything simple" Audrey Basterfieid, Hasbury 

'They gave us our perfect kitchen, a great local company." Sandra Donnelly, Kingswinford 

"The kitchen of our Dreams, we made so many changes but all was completed with so 
little fuss... I love showing off my new kitchen to everyone!! Norah & Chris Painter, Pedmore 

"A major project completed on time without any problems at all" Gill McKenzie, Codsaii 

Guaranteed unbeatable on price 



Cali Graham Edmonds 

for your 'FREE', no obligation 
new Hagley Kitchen's design 


07776207596 

or 0121 602 3031 


See some of our range of beautiful Modern and Traditional kitchens at: WWW.HagleyKitchens.CO.Llk 


INSTALLATION • TILING • GAS • ELECTRIC • PLUMBING • BUILDING 
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Time 

Machine 
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Canal Street, Stourbridge DY8 4LU 
Tel: 01384 396444 


ANTIQUES 
RETRO VINTAGE 

Canal Street, Stourbridge DY8 4LU 

01384 396444 f 

www.grandadsattic.com 1 
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DISCOUNT 



on purchases of 
£20 or above on 
production of 
this advert. 

Valid until 8th September 2016 
Stourbridge Chronicle 
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www.kettleandtoasterman.co.uk 

Kettle & Toaster Man 

TRADE WAREHOUSE OPEN TO THE PUBLIC 

Unit 2C, Albion Works, Moor St., Brierley Hill, West Midlands DY5 3SZ 

Est. Over Tel: 01384 483 286 

OPEN: Mon-Fri 8am-4pm, Sat 8am-12pm 

GRADED PRODUCT SPECIALIST 

All products will carry a guarantee 


We specialise in finding you the 
best deals available on daily basis. 
We stock electrical and other amazing 
retail products at up to 90% off the 

normal retail selling price. 
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Opera singer to 
join Songsters 

POPULAR opera singer Lesley Garrett will 
be singing in Dudley as special guest of a 
local choir. 

The soprano will be the guest at the King- 
swinford-based Gentlemen Songsters Male 
Voice Choir’s autumn concert to be held at 
Dudley Town Hall on September 24. 

The concert will be compered by TV pre¬ 
senter Joanne Malin. Tickets costing £25 
are available in advance on 01746 763850. 

The 61-year-old Yorkshire-born singer 
has released more than 15 albums since her 
1991 recordings debut and her 1995 album 
Soprano in Red received the Gramophone 
Award for Best-selling Classical Artist of 
the Year. Garrett was a featured artist on 
the platinum selling Perfect Day single re¬ 
leased in aid of Children in Need. 

She was a contestant in the first series of 
Strictly Come Dancing, a regular on Count¬ 
down and Loose Women. She was awarded 
a CBE in 2002 for services to music. 


£36.5m is handed over to 
fire up the 'Midlands Engine’ 


THE West Midlands Com¬ 
bined Authority has received 
its first multi-million pound 
payment from Government. 

Communities Secretary Sajid 
Javid announced the transfer of 
£36.5million directly to the new 
super-council through the re¬ 
gion’s devolution deal. 

It is the first of payments due to 
total £1.1 billion over the next 30 
years. 

The West Midland Combined Au¬ 
thority (WMCA) was created in June 
and its 12 constituent members in¬ 


clude Birmingham, Solihull, Coventry, 
Wolverhampton, Dudley, Sandwell 
and Walsall councils. 

The super-council has taken control 
of transport, economic development, 
housing, skills and mental health ser¬ 
vices across the region. 

Homes 

WMCA chair, Solihull councillor 
Bob Sleigh, said: “The West Midlands 
is the manufacturing heartland of the 
UK and a dynamic exporter of high 
quality goods and services but we be¬ 
lieve there is much economic growth 
that remains untapped. 

“That’s why this payment marks 


the start of an exciting new era in 
which we will be far better equipped 
to build on our strengths, improve 
productivity and skills and deliver 
the transport infrastructure and new 
homes our region needs. It gives us the 
tools to drive forward the Midlands 
Engine, helping to unlock growth, jobs 
and prosperity and ultimately a better 
quality of life for the four million peo¬ 
ple of the West Midlands.” 

The new authority is set to be 
chaired by the region’s first-ever di¬ 
rectly-elected mayor, with elections 
due in May 2017. WMAC aims to see 
1.9 million homes built and half a mil¬ 
lion jobs created. 



Councillor Bob Sleigh 


More homes 
on Brettell Lane 

MORE than 60 new homes will be built 
on a business park in Brierley Hill, after 
council planners gave their approval. 

The outline proposals for 61 properties 
at the Waterside Business Park off Bret¬ 
tell Lane have been given the green light. 

Developers said the scheme will ‘regen¬ 
erate a derelict industrial site into much 
needed housing, whilst aiding the contin¬ 
ual growth of the area’. 

Brierley Hill’s Councillor Rachel Har¬ 
ris said: “These are outline plans so we 
will wait and see what the more detailed 
proposals will be. So far all the develop¬ 
ment we’ve had along that stretch has 
been very nice. Hopefully the quality and 
calibre of this new estate will live up to 
the other developments. The only point of 
concern about further development along 
Brettell Lane is the impact on traffic con¬ 
ditions which are very congested already.” 
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Mountain marathon man Martin Davis hit the heights 

A FIREFIGHTER from Dudley tackled the steep slopes of 
the Alps in the gruelling Mont Blanc Marathon in France 
to raise funds for a Black Country charity. 

Martin Davis raised raised £645 for the White House 
Cancer Support after battling 26 miles across the vertical 
terrain of Mont Blanc, a mountain which is nearly 16,000 
feet high. 

The 56-year-old from Kingswinford is a member of Green 
Watch at Dudley Fire Station, based on Burton Road. 

Mr Davies said: “I’m a firefighter and used to training, 
but Mont Blanc’s a tough call as it not only covers the usual 
26 miles, it’s also a vertical challenge and the climbing and 
descent are incredibly punishing. 

“I was really lucky with the weather conditions, as the 
two previous days had seen torrential thunderstorms 
across Chamonix, but thankfully the day of the marathon 
it was bright and dry, just perfect.” 

Martin, of Kingswinford, decided to raise funds for 
WHCS after members of his family received support from 
the group. He also worked as a volunteer driver for the 
charity for three years. 

He added: “This was third time I’ve done the Mont Blanc 
Marathon - the first year the weather was so bad I couldn’t 
see a hand in front of me and last year it was so hot I failed 
to make the final mile within the time limit. But this year I 
finished well within the nine-hour overall cut off time and 
raised funds for WHCS, so I’m very happy.” 

WHCS Manager, Caroline Webb, said: “Martin trained 
incredibly hard for the Mont Blanc Marathon; it’s a gruel¬ 
ling task and we’re very appreciative that he raised such an 
incredible amount for our general funds.” 

White House Cancer Support, in Ednam Road, Dudley, 
is a drop-in centre for people affected by cancer and is open 
weekdays from 9am to 5pm. 


Final days to Save at least 20% off everything... including all special orders! 
plus take up to 20 months no deposit interest free credit!* 



Domino’s delivering 
25 new pizza jobs 

PIZZA fans have a new option in Dudley with the opening 
of Domino’s Pizza on Throne Road this week. 

The pizza shop will be creating 25 new jobs for pizza 
makers, serving staff and deliver drivers. 




We’ll not be beaten on Price! That’s our ‘Price Promise’ to you! 


Visit us at www.williamandsons.co.uk and sign up to receive OUR EXCLUSIVE PRIVILEGE OFFERS! 

Aitfun Baker #bandi N mmm MVU& much | | RSttM ***** tis WADE 

0% APR 0% APR Representative ’Interest free credit offer available on orders over £399. Representative Example: Cash Price £1000. Deposit £0. Total Amount of Credit £1000. Duration of the Agreement 20 months. 20 x Monthly Repayments of £50.00 starting 1 month after delivery or collection. 

representative Annual Rate of Interest 0%. Representative APR 0%. Total Amount Payable £1000. Written details available on request. Credit is subject to status. Terms & Conditions apply. Price Match Promise Terms & Conditions apply. Ask in store or see our website for further details. All offers subject to availability E&0E. 
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Slim Vicky is 
helping others 

“I wanted to live, not just exist”, so says 
super-slimmer Vicky Billingham. who is 
starting her own Slimming World club in 
Kings winford. 

She decided it was time to change her 
life after the simplest of daily tasks would 
leave her breathless as she tipped the 
scales at 27st, a size 32. 

The 43-year-old mother-of-two decided 
to bin the takeaways and ditch crisps 
and cakes for a healthier diet with lots of 
fruit and veg. She also joined a slimming 
group for support and achieved her target 
weight of lOst 41b and is now a size 12. 

“I feel so much younger and fitter now, 
I feel like I’m living my life,” she said. 

Her Slimming World meetings will be 
at Dingle Community Centre in Madeley 
Road, at 5pm and 7pm from Tuesday. 


Seed work a growing success 
for artist Helen in California 


A STOURBRIDGE artist has 
been invited to exhibit one 
of her works in a prestigious 
exhibition in California. 

Helen Garbett, aged 54, who re¬ 
cently opened her own studio at 
the Ruskin Arts and Glass Centre, 
Amblecote, specialises in creating 
artworks from natural materials, in¬ 
cluding petals, leaves, fir cones and 
dried flowers. 

The work accepted for the show in 
Santa Rosa is called Honesty Spiral 
and is created from hundreds of seed 
pods from the lunaria annua plant, 
known in Britain as Honesty. 


The exhibition is part of a massive 
annual festival which celebrates nat¬ 
ural foodstuffs and non-intensive crop 
production. It is curated by Hudson 
Valley Seed Library, based in New 
York State, set up to conserve and 
produce heirloom garden seeds which 
are largely ignored by large commer¬ 
cial companies. The library also en¬ 
courages artists who are inspired by 
gardens and horticulture. 

Helen, who lives in Wordsley, stud¬ 
ied at Stourbridge College of Art in the 
early 1980s and gained a BA degree in 
fine arts. She spent much of her sub¬ 
sequent career as a social service man¬ 
ager and she continues that work in a 


new not-for-profit organisation, called 
Goodlife, which aims to help people 
with disabilities and their families. 

Goodlife, which covers the West 
Midlands, was co-founded by Helen 
and her colleague Bill Laybourne, 
from Bridgnorth. The enterprise, 
also based at the Ruskin Centre, has 
gained financial support from the Pol- 
ack Settlement Trust, a charitable or¬ 
ganisation in Wolverhampton which 
helps people with learning disabilities 
live independently. 

Helen also runs sessions which pro¬ 
vide art instruction to disabled people 
and their family carers in a bid to im¬ 
prove well-being. 



Helen Garbett with seed art 


CPR bid to save 
ex-Villa player 

DOCTORS battled in vain for 35 minutes 
in a bid to save ex-Aston Villa footballer 
Dalian Atkinson after he was Tasered by 
police, a coroner was told. 

Mr Atkinson was given cardiopulmonary 
resuscitation (CPR) at the Princess Royal 
Hospital, Telford,in the early hours of Au¬ 
gust 15. Paramedics were called by police 
after an incident involving the 48-year-old 
former striker in the Telford street where 
he grew up. 

At the opening of the inquest in Shrews¬ 
bury, coroner’s officer Julie Hartridge said 
West Mercia Police officers were called at 
1.37am to a ‘report of concern for safety’ 
in Meadow Road, Trench. She told coroner 
John Ellery: “At hospital, following 35 min¬ 
utes of CPR, he was confirmed deceased.” 

The death of the retired player, of Holly 
Road, Little Dawley, is subject to a crimi¬ 
nal investigation by the Independent Police 
Complaints Commission. The inquest was 
adjourned for three months. 




Oak bed frames 


Saving 10% 



Clearance Sealy mattress 

Saving up to 
£180 



Ottomans sets including 
mattress 


From £399 


Free to use customer car park at 
rear of store DY5 1RG 

Proud supports of the 
Mary Stevens Hospice ■■ 




Kick off with a cup 
classic programme 



The programme from the 1931 FA Cup clash 


A RARE programme from the 1931 FA Cup final between 
West Bromwich Albion and Birmingham City is set to go 
under the hammer. 

The programme was offered to Fieldings Auctioneers of 
Mill Race Lane, Stourbridge, during a valuation day and 
is expected to fetch between £200 and £300 on Saturday. 

The game was Albion’s third FA Cup triumph as they de¬ 
feated Blues 2-1 in the all West Midlands affair at Wembley 
in front of a crowd of more than 92,000. 

It is believed the programme will be particularly attrac¬ 
tive to collectors due to its relatively good condition. 

Andrew Mayall, from Fieldings, said the programme’s 
age made it interesting. 

He said: “With football programmes, pre-war seems to be 
quite a significant benchmark. 

“ We get a lot of stuff from the latter part of the 20th 
century which people have had lying at home but for it to 
be pre-war it has done pretty well to survive.” 

The programme has been taped in places but remains in 
a good state of repair more than 80 years on. 

The memento cost six pence in 1931 and is headed ‘Final 
tie of the Football Challenge Cup Competition’. It also con¬ 
tains a large advert for Bovril. 

Albion’s two goals on the day were scored by club great 
William ‘Ginger’ Richardson, who netted more than 200 
times during 16 years with the Baggies. 

Learn to play bridge 
with a club master 


Dreamland 


St, Brierley Hill, DY5 2RG Tel: 01384 74166 

www.dreamlandbedding.co.uk 


A BRIDGE club is opening its doors to teach new members 
all about the traditional game. 

Kingswinford Bridge Club, based at Saint Andrews 
United Reform Church on Kidderminster Road, Wall 
Heath, was formed more than 30 years ago but recently 
numbers have dwindled. 

Club chairman Elspeth Burns, an English Bridge Union 
(EBU) master player, is hosting lessons at £10 for the first 
five lessons to cover hall rental. Already an experienced 
trainer, Elspeth has attended a course in teaching Bridge at 
the EBU in London to ensure the information is up to date. 

She said: “Bridge has a reputation of being a complicated 
game but by learning and following a few simple rules, 
nearly everyone will be able to play at a reasonable level 
within a relatively short time. ” 

There will be a free induction session at 7.30pm on Tues¬ 
day. Call 07802 473453 or (01384) 375672. 














































MP joins volunteers 
on hospital wards 


DUDLEY South MP Mike Wood has 
been busy promoting the work of 
volunteers within the community by 
helping them pour tea and dish out 
dinners at Russells Hall Hospital. 

Mr Wood said: “Seeing first-hand 
the efforts of the 400-plus volunteers 
the hospital has really brings home 
to me the volunteer champions we 
have within our community. 

“I’m doing this for a week, but we 
have hundreds of community spir¬ 
ited people who do this week in and 
week out. 

Important 

“Already I’ve seen from my day 
at the hospital that volunteers play 
such an important role supporting 
the trained professionals.” 


The Conservative MP had earlier 
in the day visited Age UK at their 
Waterfront base. 

Th following day he assisted at the 
Brierley Hill Food Bank and the last 
Wednesday he helped prepare din¬ 
ners at Miles Court for Age UK. 

He was then due to accompany¬ 
ing police on their patrols in Dudley 
borough. 

Mr Wood continued: “With the 
volunteers for the food bank, Age 
UK and those dedicated individu¬ 
als who volunteer to join the Spe¬ 
cial Constabulary, Dudley South is 
blessed with committed, dedicated 
people who care about their commu¬ 
nity.” 



Mike Wood (second from right) and the volunteer team at Russells Hall Hospital in Dudley 


Hundreds to attend 
famous bike festival 

HUNDREDS of people are expected to flock to the fa¬ 
mous Shelsley Walsh Bike Festival on September 4. 

The event takes place at the iconic historic Hill Climb 
course in Worcestershire and attracts motorcycle enthu¬ 
siasts from across the country. 

This year, it will see stuntman Dick Shepherd, who 
has appeared in more than 500 films and television pro¬ 
grammes, including the original Italian Job and James 
Bond films, making his debut. 

Classic 

Organisers of the festival see it as a celebration of en¬ 
gineering excellence, from rare, classic, modern, custom¬ 
ised to hand-built bikes and those of historic significance. 

This year, they have secured the most diverse vehicles 
yet. They include the world’s fastest shopping trolley, 
powered by a Chinook helicopter engine, to the War- 
horse, the world’s Fastest monowheel, a one-wheeled 
vehicle that the rider sits inside and travels up to 65mph. 
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Drug deals 
to clear 
debts led 
to prison 


A CASH-STRAPPED labourer who turned to 
drug-dealing in an attempt to get out of debt 
is beginning a three-year prison sentence. 

Police found £740 worth of cocaine, a set of scales 
and a list of customers when the home of Thomas 
Oglesby’s girlfriend was searched, after he had been 
stopped at the wheel of a BMW on Friday November 
27 last year, Wolverhampton Crown Court heard. 


The 22-year-old was 
in possession of a small 
amount of cannabis. 

Cocaine for his personal 
use was later discovered at 
an address in Beecher Road 
South, Cradley, where he 
was living at the time. 

Mr Howard Searle, prose¬ 
cuting, said: “When officers 
visited the home of his girl¬ 
friend they found 37 street 
deals of cocaine together 
with the paraphernalia of 
drug dealing.” 

Oglesby was released on 
bail pending further inquir¬ 
ies but was stopped again by 
police because of his erratic 
driving on May 1. He was in 
a Vauxhall car and unsuc¬ 
cessfully tried to get away. 

Gas 

The defendant was driv¬ 
ing with drugs in his system 
and had a CS gas cannister, 
the court was told. The pro¬ 
hibited weapon was found 
hidden at his home. 

Miss Nicole Steers, de¬ 
fending, said: “He found 
himself in financial diffi¬ 
culty and a friend loaned 
him money on a number of 
occasions. 

“He dealt drugs for the 
friend to settle the debt and, 
once that had been achieved, 
started selling drugs for his 
own financial benefit.” 


By John Scott 


She revealed that Ogles¬ 
by’s mother was seriously ill 
and that his girlfriend was 
pregnant. 

The lawyer concluded: 
“He knows he has done 
wrong and is ashamed.” 

Oglesby, now of Chaucer 
House, Severn Road, Hale¬ 
sowen, pleaded guilty to 
possession of cocaine with 
intent to supply, possession 
of a prohibited weapon, drug 
driving and possession of 
both cannabis and cocaine. 

He was sent to prison and 
was banned from driving for 
a year on his release from 
jail. 

Judge Nicholas Cart¬ 
wright told him: “You were 
found with drugs on Novem¬ 
ber 27. 

“This was fairly substan¬ 
tial street level dealing and 
dealing in Class A drugs is 
regarded as such a serious 
offence that immediate im¬ 
prisonment is inevitable.” 

The judge added: “Whilst 
out on bail for that offence 
you had so many drugs in 
your system that you were 
twice the limit for driving, 
whilst also having a CS gas 
cannister.” 


Body cameras for 
medics not ruled out 

WEST Midlands Ambulance Service has not ruled out fit¬ 
ting staff with body cameras to curb physical attacks. 

The service, which saw nearly 300 of its staff attacked 
last year, admitted it was a ‘million miles away’ from the 
cameras being implemented. It comes after a number of 
ambulance services around the country said they were con¬ 
sidering the technology as a solution to reducing incidents 
of abuse against staff. 

A spokesman for the ambulance service, which covers 
both the Black Country and Staffordshire, said: “The Trust 
has a zero tolerance policy when it comes to attacks on our 
staff, be they verbal or physical. Last year, almost 300 of 
our staff were physically attacked - that is a despicable 
figure given those staff were there to help someone. As a 
result we have installed CCTV on all of our ambulances. 
We are always keen to explore other possibilities in order 
to give staff the protection they deserve.” 



HURRY OFFERS END THIS SUNDAY 5PM! 


Until 5pm this Sunday you can celebrate with Cousins 
and take advantage of their Anniversary Offers. 

With massive reductions throughout all departments, you'll find 
huge savings off sofas, dining and bedroom furniture, beds, 
carpets, homewares and much more. 


LOW PRICES • SPREAD THE COST WITH INTEREST FREE CREDIT 


OFFER PRICE 


1$) 




DIABLO KING SIZE OTTOMAN BEDSTEAD WITH STORAGE 
Normal £4499 | HALF PRICE 


HO siute- 0 ^ Parker Knoll 


jr PI \\ II.I.IS CAMKP.K 


DURESTA 


encoj 



a true family business 


Open 7 days a week | Late Nights: Tuesday & Thursday until 8pm 


Birmingham 

Warwick Road, 
Tyseley. Bll 2EW. 

T: 0121 765 3300 


Dudley 

Hall Street 
DY2 8NW. 

T: 01384 451500 


Manchester 

A57, Regent Rd, 
Salford. M5 4EA. 

T: 0161 875 4070 


www.cousinsfurniture.co.uk 


PRICE 

PROMISE 


Our price promise 
to you, we won't be 
beaten on price! * 


CELEBRATING 



• Free parking 

• Instore restaurant 

• Large stocks 

• Immediate delivery 


TRUSTED MERCHANT 


feefo _j 


FREE CAR PARKING • INSTORE RESTAURANT 
LARGE STOCKS FOR IMMEDIATE DELIVERY 


0% APR 


12 months interest free credit from date of order, available on all total orders over £200. For example: 3 seater sofa £480. 

Spread over 12 monthly payments of £40. Subject to status. Written details upon request. Offer not available on in-store 
concessions, clearance and online offers. Prices in this advert are valid until 04.09.16. * See website for price promise details. 


Stourbridge Chronicle Thursday, September 1,2016 




































Stourbridge Chronicle Thursday, September 1,2016 


16 


YOUR 

CHOICE 


KITCHENS 



Fully Integrated 

DISHWASHER 

with every full 
kitchen installation 


EXTRA DISCOUNT FOR 
OUR RETIRED & DISABLED 
CUSTOMERS 




TEL: 01384 936939 
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Memorial 
oak tree 
is planted 

Hawne TG 

VICE-CHAIRMAN Chris 
Hicks opened the July meet¬ 
ing and presented Joyce 
Graves with a bouquet of 
flowers to celebrate her re¬ 
cent birthday. 

She then presented long 
service badges. Betty Con- 
nop received a badge to 
mark 40 years of member¬ 
ship, while Sheila Jeavons, 
Sheila Pearson and Marga¬ 
ret Reid all received their 25 
year badges. 

This was followed by a 
report of the National AGM 
which was held in Bourne¬ 
mouth. 

The mandates which the 
guild discussed at the meet¬ 
ing were organ transplants 
and modern day slavery. 
Chris Hicks carried the 
West Midlands banner. 

The evening speaker was 
Fiona Lucas who with the 
aid of tea towels took the la¬ 
dies around the world. The 
tea towels have been pur¬ 
chased from the many coun¬ 
tries she has visited in her 
role as a girl guide leader. 

On July 19, a group of 
members celebrated the 
planting of the guild’s me¬ 
morial tree in Leasowes 
Park. 

Over the last few years 
the guild has lost some 
splendid and irreplaceable 
women so a tree was planted 
in their memory. After view¬ 
ing the oak tree, the ladies 
then returned to the war¬ 
den’s hut for tea and cakes. 

The next meeting is on 
September 19, when a har¬ 
vest buffet will be enjoyed. 

New friends are always 
welcome. Meetings are held 
in the Venue 2 room at the 
Zion Christian Centre, Hale¬ 
sowen at 7.30pm. 


Early Black Country 
history recounted 

J Wordsley M TG 

THE August meeting was opened by 
chairman for the day Wendy Lloyd who 
welcomed members and visitors. 

The Federation report included the 
Harvest Lunch at Wollaston Village 
Hall on September 28 and the Christ¬ 
mas Workshop on November 19 at the 
Ruskin Centre from 10am-4pm. 

The Guild Lunch Club will meet on 
September 5 at The Lawnswood pub, 
Wordsley at noon for 12.30pm.The 
Christmas Lunch outing on Monday, De¬ 
cember 5,will take place at The Lodge, 
Wellington Road, Dudley and a coffee 
morning is arranged for September 26 at 
the home of Pat Caddick from 10.30am. 

As Stan Boardman is now be able to 
provide the entertainment in Decem¬ 
ber, the proposed coffee morning to sell 
Comic Relief goods will have to be put 
back. 

A day out at Boundary Mills is being 
arranged for November 3. 

Wendy introduced Pat Green who 
gave a very interesting talk entitled 
‘Early History of the Black Country’. 

Liz Hubbard gave the vote of thanks 
and Wendy gave details of the next 
meeting which will be on Monday Sep¬ 
tember 19 when there will be a Harvest 
Table sale and a quiz. 

All meetings are held at Wordsley 
Green Community Centre, the third 
Monday each month 10am. 

For further information ring 01384 
288219. 


Attendance falls 
due to holidays 
and Olympics 

Kingswinford TG 


THERE were fewer members present than 
usual at the August meeting of Kingswin¬ 
ford TG. This may have been because people 
were besotted with The Olympic Games but 
is more likely due it being the holiday season. 

Sheila Watts was welcomed back from her 
sojourn in Devon, and was soon busy telling 
ladies of venues for the next few luncheons 
and the details of the Christmas lunch. 

Ron Gallivan told about The Amish, much 
of which was quite contrary to what people 
thought to be true. The talk was illustrated 
with delightful photographs. 

He was thanked on the club’s behalf by 
Joyce Major. Members were also told of the 
plans for the Harvest Supper in September. 

Section leaders announced forthcoming 
events. The federation report was read by 
Enid Fennell. Mavis and Doreen offered to 
wash up. 

Raffle prizes were won by Bessie Waters 
and Sue Wilson. Kath Turner had provided a 
beautiful pot plant for the chairman’s table 
which she kindly gave as an extra raffle prize. 


New season gets under way 


THE Society’s new season of talks begins 
on Thursday, September 8 at 7.30pm in St 
Andrew’s Church, Bilston Street, Sedgley. 

The speaker will be Anne Clark, a keen 
family historian and committee member of 
Friends of Dudley Archives. 

Her illustrated talk will appeal to every¬ 
one interested in tracing their family trees. 
Newcomers and old hands are bound to pick 
up helpful tips and where to find those nug- 


Sedgley Local History Society 


gets on the internet and in archive centres. 
There will be a handout and an opportunity 
to chat to Anne about your project. 

As usual visitors are invited to come 
along. Individual talks cost £1. 

Annual membership of the society costs 
£5 and gives free access to the programme 
of talks. 



HOLIDAYS 


Your Chronicle 
in association with 


Quote: JGRT 


CLASSICAL 

SPECTACULAR 

AT THE ROYAL ALBERT HALL 


MANCHESTER 

CHRISTMAS 

MARKET 


ILFRACOMBE 

& EXMOOR WEEKEND 


Sat 19 to Sun 20 Nov 


Wed 7 to Fri 9 Dec 


Fri 2 to Mon 5 Dec 


Your break includes 


Your break includes 


Your break includes 


>/ 1 night bed & breakfast at a selected 
hotel, London area 


Y 2 nights dinner, bed & breakfast at the 
Country House Hotel, Didsbury 


y/ 3 nights dinner, bed & breakfast at 
the Devon Bay Hotel, Ilfracombe 


y/ Ticket to the Classical Spectacular at 
the Royal Albert Hall 

•>/ Free time in London 

Return coach travel from Dudley, 
Halesowen & Stourbridge 


y/ 2 for 1 bar (6pm-9pm) on selected 
drinks 

y/ Excursions to the Trafford Centre & 
Manchester Christmas Market 
Return coach travel from Dudley, 
Halesowen & Stourbridge 


Entertainment on one night 
y/ Excursion to Scenic Exmoor 
y/ Optional excursion to Barnstaple 
Pannier Market (£5.99pp) 
y/ Return coach travel from Halesowen 













































Teenage soldier's final 
letter home revealed 





Laban Lampitt, who died aged 18 The Wolverhampton soldier’s grave 


Rail station needs revamp 


“CHEER up Mother it will 
soon be over and I’ll be back 
home with you. Don’t worry I 
know how to look after my¬ 
self.” 

The words of 18-year-old Wol¬ 
verhampton-born Laban Lampitt, 
who penned the letter to his 
mother weeks before his death 
during The Battle of the Somme 
100 years ago. 

He was killed in action at Delville’s 
Wood, France on August 31, 1916. 

Letters have recently been recov¬ 
ered by Mr Lampitt’s nephew Barry 
Genner, who recalls the devastation 
the loss caused in his family. 

Mr Genner, 75, said: “The whole 
family was heartbroken. He came from 
quite a big family and every family 
member was affected.” 

Laban Lampitt was born on June 4, 
1898 at 20 Derry Street, Wolverhamp¬ 
ton, to parents Joseph and Annie. His 
father was a brickmaker from Wall 
Heath before the family moved to Wol¬ 
verhampton. 

Regiment 

Laban was the oldest of what would 
eventually be seven siblings, one of 
whom died at birth. He joined the 
South Staffordshire Regiment as a 
private and went to fight in the First 
World War. 

Mr Genner, who has been research¬ 
ing his family with his daughter 
Elaine, recovered the letters sent to 
Laban by his mother and his replies. 
In the correspondence there is men¬ 
tion of a girl who Laban met a few 
months prior to going into battle, in 
Newcastle while he was training.. 

Mr Genner said: “I visited his grave 
about five years ago. Seeing his grave¬ 
stone for the first time among all 
the others brought the realityhome. 
He’s buried alongside someone from 
the same regiment, who died on the 
same day, so you’d imagine they were 
friends.” 


A MAJOR revamp of Sandwell and 
Dudley railway station is among pro¬ 
posals put forward to the Government 
by a rail body. 

West Midlands Rail said the station 
needed modernising in order to be rec¬ 
ognised as a ‘Black Country hub’. 

The group has also suggested 
re-naming Birmingham International 
station. 

West Midlands Rail, a consortium 
of 14 local authorities from across 
the Midlands, said there needed to be 


better recognition of the importance 
of the Oldbury station, which is the 
busiest between Wolverhampton and 
Birmingham. 

It comes after Labour Party deputy 
leader and West Bromwich East MP 
Tom Watson criticised proposals to 
cut the number of high-speed trains 
stopping at the station. 

The Government is currently con¬ 
sulting on the future of the Inter-City 
West Coast Rail Line. 





MADE LOCALLY 

SPECIAL OFFERS 

INCLUDE: 

FREE TV 

on selected TV beds 

FREE MATTRESS 

on selected TV beds 


All beds 
delivered 
and 

Installed 

FREE 



reameasybeds 


Silver End, Brettell Lane, Brierley Hill, DY5 3JL 01384 483322 
Open Mon to Sat 9.30am - 5pm, Free Parking www.tellybeds.co.uk 



S&5 BATHROOMS 


“Our company is owned and run by local 
tradesmen meaning the work is carried out 
properly and on time. We strive to keep our 
prices as low as possible in order to keep 
within the budgets of retired, disabled and 
working families which make up 95% 
of our customers.” 

YOUR ARMCHAIR GUIDE 
TO A NEW BATHROOM 


v SEPTEMBER ‘ 
& OCTOBER 
FITTING OATES 
NOW BEING 
RESERVED 


• DECISION 

Phone us for a No Obligation Quote 
(Daytime / Evenings or Weekends) 

• QUOTATION 

Design/Planning & Materials & Suite all chosen 
in your home & an on the spot price given. 

• INSTALLATION 

The Job is started & completed in around 5 
days & left clean & tidy with all rubbish removed 

• INSPECTION 

Everything is thoroughly checked with yourself 
at the end of the job to your satisfaction. 

• COMPLETION 

Only when you are delighted with the finished 
job, do we accept your final balance. 

• RECOMMENDATION 

We hope YOUR CHOICE will be your friends choice 


EXAMPLE FULL JOB FOR 

£ 3850.00 

• 90x90 Quadrant Cubicle 
with low level tray 

• 15 SQM Wall Tiles 

• Tiled Floor 
• Replacement Shower 

• New Basin & WC 

EXTRA DISCOUNT 
FOR OUR RETIRED & 
DISABLED CUSTOMERS 


DISABLED 

SPECIAL 

Are you having problems 
getting in & out of your bath? 
We will remove the Bath & 
Fit an easy access low level 
round, square or oblong 
cubicle & Tiled inside. 

Supply a new 
replacement shower 
A Folding Seat & Grab Rail 

ALL FOR ONLY 
£ 2150.00 


QUALIFYING i 
CASES M 


FOR FREE FRIENDLY 
ADVICE AND A WARM 
WELCOME PHONE US NOW 
TO BOOKYOUR FREE SURVEY 




Unit 4, Charterfield Shopping Centre, 
Charterfield Drive, Kingswinford DY6 7SH 

01384 287222 

Showroom also at: 39 Lichfield Road, Wednesfield, 
Wolverhampton WV11 1TW 

01902 861908 


SHOWROOM OPEN 
9am-5pm 6 Days a Week 
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Izzy busy with 
catchy jazz-pop 


ALBUMS 


by Leon Burakowski 


IZZY Bizu has boho charm 
with her light and lilting style 
of jazzy acoustic soul but 
her quirky, perky skitter-scat 
style of singing may irritate 
as many as it captivates. 

At her best this Londoner of Ethiopi¬ 
an heritage, who got lots of exposure 
by touring as support to Sam Smith, 
can be captivating on her debut album 
A Moment of Madness. 

Naive Soul could certainly appeal to 
fans of Paloma Faith, Give Me Love is 
a galloping slice of uptempo soul-pop 
heaven, White Tiger is an infectious 
piano-led jazz-pop earworm and she 
wears her heart on her sleeve for the 
emotional Mad Behaviour. 

Three and a half years on from her 
self-titled debut, Merseyside sing¬ 
er-songwriter Natalie McCool returns 
with The Great Unknown, a quirky 
and spiky set of alternative pop songs 
which are both subtly emotive and 
catchy. Highlights include the anthemic 
Fortress and the Radio 1 playlisted 
Cardiac Arrest. 

Catch her in concert at Birmingham’s 
Sunflower Lounge on September 24. 

Pop Idol and soon to be Strictly 
Come Dancing contestant Will Young 
follows up last year’s excellent 85% 
Proof album with his Summer Covers 
EP. 

Whilst applauding his decision to 
radically rework some familiar songs, I 
don’t think The Buzzcocks’ Ever Fallen 
In Love benefits from being slowed to 
a dirge-like pace, or The Beatles’ I’m 
Only Sleeping is improved by travelling 
the other way, from dreamy to jaunty. 
Jazz takes on Joni Mitchell’s Answer 
Me My Love and John Martyn’ One 



Izzy Bizu charms with her light and 
lilting style of jazzy acoustic soul 


World are more successful and his ver¬ 
sion of Ryan Adams track Amy is pretty 
faithful. 

French duo The Liminanas use 
half-spoken, half-whispered An¬ 
glo-French vocals, Farfisa organ and 
shimmering guitars for a summery 
Gallic take on psychedelic pop on their 
fourth album, Malamore. 

It will appeal to those who enjoy the 
Gauloises flavoured French 60s pop 
of Serge Gainsbourg (El Beach) plus 
a twist of Ennio Morricone whimsy (El 
Sordo), whilst Dahlia Rouge and The 
Dead Are Walking recall The Velvet Un¬ 
derground. 

Original ‘riot grrl’ Kathleen Hanna 
(ex-Bikini Kill) is on fine form with her 
latest band The Julie Ruin on Hit Re¬ 
set, railing against sexism and abuse. 


I Decide has swirling PiL style guitar 
and Let Me Go is almost Go-Gos-like 
with its punky power pop. In contrast 
to mostly anger-fuelled songs, closing 
song Calveryon is a tender ballad, a 
tribute to her mother. 

Essex punks Asylums deliver an en¬ 
ergetic, hard riffing debut with songs 
that combine angry social comment 
with a dose of sarcasm on their album 
Killer Brainwaves... Southend’s an¬ 
swer to Green Day? 

Asylums play The Rainbow in Dig- 
beth on October 28. 

Protest singer L.A. Salami sounds 
like a poet first and a musician sec¬ 
ond on his debut album Dancing With 
Bad Grammar, urban folk based upon 
acoustic guitar with some rock and 
hip-hop flourishes. He calls his music 
‘postmodern blues’ but it feels that 
more time was spent on honing the lyr¬ 
ics than the music. 

The Ramona Flowers sound like 
they have arrived in a time machine 
from the mid-1980s, with influenc¬ 
es including a-Ha, Duran Duran and 
Howard Jones. Single Dirty World, the 
opening track on second album Part 
Time Spies, has already picked up air¬ 
play on BBC Radio 2. Their sound is 
heavy on synthesizer and high vocals. 
The tracks Run Like Lola and My Weir¬ 
do also have hit potential. 

The band, named after a character in 
Scott Pilgrim vs. The World, are in con¬ 
cert with White Lies at Birmingham’s 
02 Institute in Digbeth on November 
29. 

Ward Thomas are country music 
singing twins from Hampshire, Lizzy 
and Catherine, who impressed with 
their 2014 debut From Where We 
Stand, including catchy single Push 
For The Stride. The 22-year-olds wrote 
all 14 of the songs on their second 
album Cartwheels, which embraces 
pop as much as their beloved country. 
Highlights include Carry You Home, the 
title track and Guilty Flowers. 
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* TRW 

Over3,000 independent reviews! 

□ □□□□ 


Over 250,000 mobility products sold! 

"This scooter is a great buy, I have used this over all 
sorts of terrain, over short and long distances and it 
has never let me down!" 

David Parry - Surrey 


Birmingham 

Your Local Mobility Store 

careco.co.uk 01384 489119 




CareCo 

the discount mobility experts 



Birmingham, West Midlands 




Get Active This Summer 


nib summer 

with TRAVEBmo -±8MPH scooters 


Where to find us 


























On the run for 
fish and chips 

A CARER is hoping to follow in his father’s 
footsteps on Sunday when he takes part in 
the Wolverhampton City Marathon in aid of 
care home where he works. 

Scott Bates, 32, from Sedgley, has been 
the activities co-ordinator at Ditton Priors 
Care Centre, near Bridgnorth, since last 
September, and has always wanted to run 
the Carver’s Wolverhampton City Mara¬ 
thon -just like his father Christopher Bates 
did in the early 1980s. 

“I did a half-marathon about 10 years ago 
but it’s been my ambition to run a full one 
- and to beat my dad’s time of four hours 
58 minutes,” said Scott, who lives on The 
Ridgeway, with his wife Carrie, son Tobie, 
aged two, and six-month-old daughter Lu- 
anna. 

With the money he raises, Scott aims to 
take the residents of the Shropshire care 
home on a trip to the Welsh coast to eat fish 
and chips by the seaside. 

Scott has been in training since May. 


Driver who sped away from 
police at I05mph is spared jail 


A MOTORIST who reached 105mph 
when pursued by police in the Black 
Country had been badly hurt in a hit 
and run accident just months earlier, 
Wolverhampton Crown Court heard. 

David Bowers was at the wheel of a friend’s 
VW Lupo when police saw him ignore a red 
traffic light turning on to the Birmingham New 
Road in Dudley. 

The 21-year-old panicked when officers or¬ 
dered him to stop and raced down the dual car¬ 
riageway at more than twice the 40mph limit at 
around 2am on April 30. 

Mr Justin Jarmola, prosecuting, said: “He 
disregarded the police sirens, accelerated and 
continued on his way.” 


Bowers hit 105 mph before careering over a 
police ‘stinger’ laid across the road by officers. 
He came to a halt as the tyres deflated. 

Mr Stephen Hamblett, defending, said: “He 
had been for a McDonald’s in Castle Gate and 
was driving a car that belonged to a friend who 
was a passenger in the vehicle. The defendant 
knew he was not insured for the car and panic 
set in when he realised the police wanted him to 
stop for questioning. He had been the victim of 
a hit and run accident last year and you might 
think that in those circumstances he would 
know what could happen when cars do not stop 
when told to. But it appears that he did not.” 

Mr Hamblett said Bowers had Asperger’s 
and Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder 
(ADHD). 


Bowers, from Stourbridge Road, Dudley, 
pleaded guilty to dangerous driving and driving 
with neither appropriate licence nor insurance. 

Judge Simon Ward said: “Usually in cases as 
bad as this the driver is locked up. When I saw 
that you had behaved in this way after being the 
victim of a hit and run accident which resulted 
in you having pins and plates in your legs, I as¬ 
sumed this was somebody who does not learn. 
Now I discover you have Asperger’s and ADHD 
and that could be the reason why you did not 
appreciate the danger you were putting people 
in, so I will not send you to prison immediately.” 

Bowers was given eight months’ jail sus¬ 
pended for two years and banned from driving 
for two years. He has a three-month night cur¬ 
few and was told to do 60 hours unpaid work. 


Tree-mendous 
work at the zoo 

TAPIRS and capybara have benefited 
from a tree surgeon’s work around Dud¬ 
ley Zoo’s 40-acre site. 

Contractors and a 100ft crane were 
brought in to cut down a large beech tree 
in the South American paddock. 

Scaling the tree, a tree surgeon cut off 
the branches with a chain saw before the 
crane lowered them to the ground, where 
they were cut up for use across the site. 

And some of the branches were craned 
back into the enclosure as tasty treats for 
the animals. 

Head gardener at the Castle Hill at¬ 
traction, Carl Stevens, said: “The work 
was part of a general maintenance pro¬ 
gramme. 

“We also trimmed trees on the gelada 
baboon bank and red panda enclosure and 
cut back conifers around the sealions.” 


Pet foxes are a first 
for Black Country vet 



Paul Presley holds one of the foxes before it is microchipped 

A VET was left ‘foxed’ when a client brought two unex¬ 
pected animals to be microchipped. 

Bonnie Leibowitch from White Cross Vets in Tividale 
couldn’t believe it when a pair of foxes were brought in by 
Paul Presley from Blackheath. 

The vet said: “My patient list showed that we had a Ru¬ 
pert and a Ruby booked in for microchipping, but I had to 
do a double take when I looked at my notes which showed 
they were foxes! It was definitely the first time our practice 
has ever handled foxes, let alone microchipped them.” 

Bonnie added: “Treating Rupert and Ruby was not only a 
first for me, but an incredibly moving experience to see how 
Paul cares for these two adorable friendly foxes. 

“Unfortunately these two foxes cannot be released into 
the wild as they have toxoplasmosis, which is a common 
disease that is treatable with antibiotics but not curable 
and will stay with them for life. They were both incredibly 
tame and friendly.” 

Paul runs The Black Country Fox Sanctuary from his 
home with the help of friend Mandy Newton from Oldbury. 

Famous footballers 
to attend gala night 

MORE big names from the world of football have been 
added to a star-studded gala in honour of Dudley’s most 
famous footballer, Duncan Edwards. 

The Duncan Edwards Charity Gala will be held at Brier- 
ley Hill Civic Hall on October 1, on what would have been 
the footballer’s 80th birthday. 

Special guests include former Albion player-manager 
Bryan Robson and his former Manchester United team 
mate Norman Whiteside. Ex-Baggies stars Bob Taylor, 
Darren Moore and James Chambers are also attending. 

Edwards played for Manchester United and England but 
his promising career was cut short at the age of 21 when he 
died from his injuries after the 1958 Munich air crash. The 
disaster claimed the lives of 23 people died, including seven 
of Duncan’s team mates. The proceeds will go towards The 
James Bulger Memorial Trust and Mary Stevens Hospice. 
Tickets cost £45 and can be booked via the hospice website. 




HOURS: 
Monday - 
Saturday 
8am - 5pm 
Sunday 
Closed 


Units 11/12 Mount Pleasant, Brierley Hill DY5 2YS 
TELEPHONE: 01384 74949 


PLUMBING 
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KITCHENS 
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NEW PLUMBERS MERCHANT now 

OPEN 





































Stourbridge Chronicle Thursday, September 1,2016 


20 



WHEN IT’S GONE IT’S GONE! 


CLEAR VINYL POWDER FREE 
GLOVES 100PK 
SSSP £4.99 

Latifs £1.99! 



f AKAI BLUETOOTH WIRELESS A 
HEADPHONES 
SSSP £39.99 


Latifs 

£9.99! 



TOPFLAME BUTANE GAS 
220g 4PK 
SSSPE6.99 

Latifs £2.99! 


75ft STRETCH HOSE 
(AS SEEN 
ON TV) 



. WAS £24.99 

Latifs 
£9.99! 


LUCOZADE ENERGY 
(ASSORTED FLAVOURS) 
250ML CANS 

SSSP 



rw 
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^ KNIGHT 16” STAND FAN ' 


(CROSS BASE) 


SSSP 24.99 


Latifs 


£7.99! 
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CUISINE TABLECLOTH 160CMX 
100% COnON 280C1 
(FUSCIA/TEAL) SSSP £9.99 

Latifs 
JUST 99p! 


100% COnON JERSEY SINGLE 
BED SIZE FITTED SHEETS 
(ASSORTED COLOURS) 

Latifs £2.99 
OR 2 FOR £5 TO CLEAR! 


>v r 



DREAMLAND POLYCOnON FITTED SHEETS 
(ASSORTED COLOURS) 

SINGLE BED SIZE Latifs £1,99 TO CLEAR! 
DOUBLE BED SIZE Latifs £2,99 TO CLEAR! 



DOUBLE BED SIZE 2 PLY ‘MINK 1 BLANKET 
SSSP £49.99 

Latifs £14.99! 
















































































OF. STOCK MUST G011I 


MAKING YOUR POUND GO FURTHER SINCE 1956! 


LEOPARD PRINT QUILT 
COVER SET DOUBLE 
BED SIZE WAS £14.99 

Latifs 

NOW £3.99! . 



KODAK 
AA/AAA 
BATTERIES 
10 PACK 
WAS 99p 

i Latifs 

NOW | 
69p! 


BIRMINGHAM 

New Canal Street, Digbeth B5 5PL 

BILSTON 

Loxdale Street, Wolverhampton WV14 OTP 

TERMS AND CONDITIONS APPLY. SEE IN STORE FOR DETAILS 
PICTURES FOR ILLUSTRATION PURPOSES ONLY 
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All aboard for one of many scenic train rides 


The delightful view along the railway route 


The Youlls get kitted out for their adventure 


Zipping to Wales for 
a piece of the action 


THREE, two, one... go! And with 
that all too short countdown and 
every sense of self-preservation 
screaming ‘don’t do it’ inside 
your head, it’s time to place your 
faith in a harness and an inch- 
thick piece of steel wire. 

But by now it’s too late. You can’t go 
back. It’s time to sit back and enjoy the 
ride. 

The ride in question on this occasion is 
a huge zipwire down the side of a Welsh 
mountain. 

With butterflies dancing the fandango in 
your stomach, the metal frame disappears 
and it is just you, the screech of the zip- 
wire and 100ft of air between you and terra 
firma below. 

And my oh my, what a feeling, what a 
buzz. 

Within a second those initial fears evap¬ 
orate and the adrenaline rush takes over. 

Screaming over an old slate mine in Blae¬ 
nau Ffestionig you’re almost as free as a 
bird. This is pretty much as close to flying 
as you can get short of growing wings and 
taking off. And too soon you reach the bot¬ 
tom of the zipwire. Ear-to-ear smiles spread 
across the faces of myself, wife and the kids 
as we are uncoupled from the harnesses at¬ 
taching us to the wires. 

“We have to do that again!” is the consen¬ 
sus. And fortunately, this is Zipworld Titan, 
and there are another two runs to go before 
we’re at the bottom. 

Bring it on. 

This four-person zipwire is the first of its 
kind in Europe with thrill-seekers hitting 
speeds of up to 70mph. 

Believe me, this zip is well worth the trip. 

But this corner of north Wales is not just 
about flying through the air, there’s plenty 
going on beneath your feet too. 

Not least a trip back in time to experi¬ 
ence the gruelling lives of the slate miners’ 
whose endeavours shaped this incredible 
landscape with its scarred mountainsides 
and vast subterranean caverns. 

And what a life it was for those men. A 


HOLIDAYS 


By Russell Youll 


life lived almost completely in darkness, 
they worked from dawn till dusk under¬ 
ground, more often than not in the pitch 
black as candles cost money - and they had 
to provide their own. It’s tough to imagine 
the life of a slate miner but an underground 
tour at the Llechwed slate caverns shed 
some, erm, light on their incredible toil. 

Sat cheek-by-jowl with Snowdonia and 
some of the most stunning landscapes on 
these islands, Blaenau Ffestiniog is a raw 
reminder of how families once eked a living 
out of the ground beneath their feet. 

And it has its own eerie beauty. 

And everywhere around this town are re¬ 
minders of the graft which saw some 13,000 
people drawn to the industry at its height 
in the 19th century - more than double the 
current population of the town. 

And every piece of rock was put there by 
hand. The scale is incredible. The sights are 
stunning. 

The Ffestioniog Railway follows the route 
of the slate to the harbour from the mines 
and, from there, to the roofs of myriad 
buildings around the world. Now, however, 
it is part of Snowdonia’s new major indus¬ 
try and carries tourists rather than slate. 

And what a journey it is. Wending its 
way along mountainsides it hark back to an 
era of glamour. Pay the extra for a seat in 
the first class carriage if you can, it’s well 
worth it - you can almost imagine yourself 
on a miniature Orient Express as the train 
chugs towards its destination. 

Meanwhile, the Snowdon Mountain Rail¬ 
way makes short work getting to the high¬ 
est point in Wales. 

On a clear day, we’re told, you can see 
England, Ireland and the Isle of Man. 

Stunning Snowdonia has so much to 
offer. Our weekend snapshot was a glimpse 
leaving us needing to see more. 

To return to screech down another zip- 
wire, climb another mountain, ride another 
train. And soon. 



Looking down the zipwire which travels over some of the most breathtaking scenery 


Ancient treasures from sunken cities and shipwrecks 



Roman portrait heads @ Museo archelogico 
regionale Paolo Orsi di Siracusa 


TREASURES found at the bottom of the 
sea have this year become the icons of 
popular archaeology with exhibitions in 
London and Oxford. 

Sunken Cities: Egypt’s Lost Worlds 
has been a major success for the Brit¬ 
ish Museum with artefacts submerged 
for more than a thousand years seeing 
the light of day again, while in Oxford at 
Britain’s oldest museum, the Ashmolean, 
visitors come face to face with Treasures 
From The Sicilian Seas in Storms, Wars 
and Shipwrecks. 

The British Museum’s blockbuster 
exhibition runs until November 27 (tick¬ 
ets £16.50 adults, under 16s free) and 
includes huge statues and gold jewellery 
from the lost cities of Thonis-Heracleion 
and Canopus. The former was a major 
Nile port and the latter a centre of wor¬ 


ship for the Egyptian gods, before both 
sank beneath the Mediterranean. 

The exhibition shows how Greek and 
Egyptian cultures blended in these cities 
and reveals secrets from the mysterious 
cult of Osiris, god of the underworld. 

The Ashmolean Museum of Art and 
Archaeology (part of the University of 
Oxford) has a fascinating display of items 
recovered from shipwrecks around the 
Italian island of Sicily. 

Most of these treasures have been 
uncovered over the last 60 years thanks 
to the advent of SCUBA diving equip¬ 
ment and pioneering diver-archaeologist 
Honor Frost. 

Sicily has long been the crossroads of 
the Mediterranean, prized and fought 
over by the Phoenicians, Greeks, Ro¬ 
mans, Byzantines, Arabs and Normans. 


Merchant and war ships representing all 
these conquerors have come to grief over 
the centuries along the island’s rugged 
coast and now yield their secrets. 

Highlights include an evocative Greek 
warrior helmet; the bronze battering 
rams from a Roman fleet; a ‘flat-pack’ 
Byzantine marble church that was part 
of the Emperor Justinian’s campaign to 
spread Christianity; and stone Roman 
heads (see picture left) probably from 
a sculptor’s studio, which ended up as 
ship’s ballast. 

Storms, Wars and Shipwrecks contin¬ 
ues at the Ashmolean until September 
25 (tickets £10 adults, half-price children 
and students, plus other concessions). 

For further details see the British Mu¬ 
seum and Ashmolean Museum websites. 


Discovering 
delights of 
transformed 
Scottish city 

FOR years Glasgow had a rather dubious reputation. 
It wasn’t the obvious place to take a weekend break, 
for even though it has always had a wealth of beautiful 
buildings, museums and art galleries - it was a physi¬ 
cally dirty place with a high level of violence. 

I first visited the city when a student back in the 
dark ages but with the protection of the then boyfriend 
- a Glaswegian. He himself was a little wary of some 
areas and was a very good guide. Not long after that 
the city fathers made a determined effort to clean up 
Scotland’s second city and 
over the years the place has 
been utterly transformed. 

Major changes began in 1988 
when it was the third UK 
city in a series of five to host 
a fantastic Garden Festival 
attracting people from not 
just Scotland or the UK but 
from many other places in the 
world. The festival was built 
on deserted dockland along¬ 
side the River Clyde and was 
something I’ve remembered 
ever since I visited. Two years 
later Glasgow was the Euro¬ 
pean City of Culture and people started to think of it 
as a destination as a tourist. 

Now the place is buzzing. Stylish bars, restaurants 
and shops offer a great social life along with the sump¬ 
tuous shopping offered! Live music of all genres is to 
the fore along with theatre and culture - several top 
rate museums, a fascinating cathedral and the Gothic 
Necropolis - it started as an open area to be enjoyed 
and then became the graveyard of the mainly rich. It 
sits at the top of a hill overlooking St Mungo’s with 
ornate and magnificent statements of the people lying 
under the ground or inside the imposing mausoleums 
dotted around. At twilight with sinister shapes stand¬ 
ing stark against the darkening sky it can be quite 
spooky. 

And so where to stay to discover this vibrant city? 
Just a short taxi ride from Glasgow Central Station 
(you can also easily walk it) is Blythswood Square 
Hotel, overlooking Blythswood Square on Blythswood 
Hill! 

The history of the area is fascinating. 

Blythswood Hill was developed as a result of the 
westward expansion of the city in the late 18th and 
early 19th centuries. Likened to Edinburgh’s New 
Town, it housed the city’s wealthy merchants and 
shipping magnates in four 
(or more) floored Georgian 
townhouses. The centrepiece 
of the area is Blythswood 
Square, which was originally 
intended by the Georgian ar¬ 
chitects and planners of the 
time to be the “new” centre 
of the city, and, although this 
is largely true from a geo¬ 
graphical standpoint, George 
Square which fronts the 
Glasgow City Chambers still 
remains Glasgow’s “official” 
centre. 

Blythswood Hill became 
infamous as the home of Madeleine Smith, a young 
woman who in 1857 was tried for the murder of her 
lover Pierre Emile L’Angelier. Although the verdict 
was not proven the story scandalised Scottish society, 
and is recounted in Jack House’s 1961 book Square 
Mile of Murder. 

Today, relatively few people live in Blythswood 
Hill, it is now mainly offices and forming, along with 
neighbouring Anderston, Glasgow’s financial district. 
Perhaps the most attractive building in the area is the 
hotel which began life in 2009 with the conversion of 
the former RSAC building by the Town House Com¬ 
pany. Now holding five stars, it provides a good location 
for exploration. And it provides first class service and 
accommodation. The contemporary rooms feature Ital¬ 
ian marble bathrooms, tea and coffee making facilities, 
satellite TV and free WiFi. Suites add separate lounge 
areas and espresso machines. The penthouse has a pri¬ 
vate dining room, free minibar and rooftop terrace. 

There’s a stylish cocktail bar, and a second offering 
light meals and an afternoon tea of the very best. The 
modern restaurant serves a mix of classic and a lit¬ 
tle off-beat cuisine. Of particular note during my din¬ 
ner were the scallops - crispy on the outside and just 
warmed through. Perfection. Oh and there was the 
stunning dessert and I could go on and on. There’s an 
a la carte menu and an excellent Market Menu. 

And now to the award-winning spa where facilities 
include nine treatment rooms, a thermal suite, two 
relaxation pools and more. It is a place for ultimate 
relaxation. 

To get to my ‘destination’ I went with Virgin Trains 
who offer a regular service. If you book in advance you 
can get a great deal on first class tickets. 

By Sharon Walters 
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Busted are back 

See Page 25 


NATIVE 

MONSTER 


For full listings see Express & Star every Friday 


rv> 


TraOelstyle coach holidays 


SPECIAL EVENTS 


FREE BROCHURE 0844 288 0830 


LOTS MORE EVENTS... 

travelstyletours.co.uk 


HALF BOARD ACCOMMODATION 
Ticket included 


• GRASSINGTON 1940'S 6 CRICH 

• PEAK RAIL SUNDAY LUNCH 

• FLYING SCOTSMAN AT SEVERN VALLEY STEAM GALA 

• YORK FOOD & DRINK FESTIVAL 

• EMMERDALE STUDIO TOUR 

• MURDER MYSTERY WEEKEND LLANDUDNO 
. YORK RACES - CORAL SPRINT TROPHY 

• NORTH YORKS MOORS WARTIME RAILWAY 

• BATTLE OF HASTINGS 950 

• WEMBLEY STADIUM b LONDON MUSEUMS 
. FLYING SCOTSMAN TRAIN RIDE 

• EMMERDALE STUDIO TOUR 

• MATLOCK ILLUMINATIONS & YORK (B&B) 

• EMMEDALE STUDIO TOUR 



CHRISTMAS PARTY TRIBUTE WEEKENDS 

2 DAYS £69.95 


E23 


★LLANDUDNO & CHESTER CHRISTAAAS MARKET 

20 NOV Grand Hotel, Llandudno ★ROD STEWART 


CHRISTKINDLEMARKT *CHESTER & CHATSWORTH CHRISTMAS MARKET 


& YORK ST NICHOLAS FAYRE 

Staying at the Grand Hotel, 
Scarborough 

27 NOV ★ABBA 
4 DEC ★DIANA ROSS 


20 NOV Daresbury Hotel ★LIONEL RITCHIE 
★CHESTER & MATLOCK VICTORIAN XMAS MARKET 
4 DEC Daresbury Hotel ★FREDDIE MERCURY 
★LIVERPOOL & CHESTER CHRISTMAS MARKET 

4 DEC Grand Hotel, Llandudno ★MICHAEL BUBLE 


WARNER STUDIO TOUR 
Making of Harry Potter 


2 DAYS £ 119.95 

OVERNIGHT HALF BOARD 
Admission included plus visits to Science & 
Natural History Museums 

fctULHJIf.14UtlHII.liUlltJ.ua 



5 DAYS from £ 159.95 

4 NIGHTS HALF BOARD New Loretta Hotel 
• Includes visit to Snowdonia & the Isle of Anglesey 
and historic Conwy 



MANCHESTER CHRISTMAS MARKET 

Xmas party night + most drinks 2 for 16-9pm £69.95 
BATH CHRISTMAS MARKETS 
26 NOV, 3,10 DEC Xmas party night in Torquay Hotel £69.95 

CHATSWORTH AT CHRISTMAS & CHESTER CHRISTMAS MARKET 

19.26 NOV, 10 DEC Admission to Chatsworth House included! £89.95 
BRONTE STEAM & MANCHESTER CHRISTMAS MARKET 

12,19 NOV Steam train ride included £7995 

BURY MARKET, STEAM & MANCHESTER CHRISTMAS MARKET 

12.19.26 NOV East Lancs steam train ride included £79.95 


or visit travelstyletours.co.uk 


FESTIVE 5£& AYS 
BREAKS £99.95 


BOURNEMOUTH 
GARDENS OF 
LIGHT & 
WINCHESTER 
XMAS MARKET 



4/5 DAYS FROM £ 199.95 

3/4 NIGHTS HALF BOARD New Astoria Hotel, Ostend 
• Full day excursion to Bruges & half day tour visiting Sluis in Holland 


5 DAYS FROM £ 219.95 

4 NIGHTS HALF BOARD Camelot Castle Hotel 
• Includes trips to Rick Stein's Padstow 
& Doc Martin's Port Isacc 



1 Enjoy half board accommodation 
(plus Christmas Lunch on 5 day ^ > 
Mystery Pricebuster 


• BOURNEMOUTH 

• BLACKPOOL 

• BRIGHTON 

• EASTBOURNE 

• FOLKESTONE 
•ISLE OF WIGHT 

• LLANDUDNO 

• SCARBOROUGH 

• SCOTLAND 

• SOUTHPORT j 

• SPAIN, COSTAi BRfflAl 

• TORQUAY 

• WESTON-S-MARE I 


"tbu May Also Like: Isle oQ Wight, Cornwall, Devon, Llandudno, Scarborough, Eastbourne, Scotland from £59.95 


Stourbridge Chronicle Thursday, September 1, 
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TO ADVERTISE 

HERE 

PLEASE 

call Daniel 

Eccles 

ON 


01384 353227 


Express & Star 


FUN FOR ALL THE FAMILY! 

CLASSIC & RETRO 

MOTOR SHOW 


& live music from 

VINTAGE 
CLASS 


4 th Sept 

tHimley Hall 


V** 


s 


'1 




Ti 


3&s 


Dudley DY3 4DF 

•100's of Classics 
•Pre-War Cars 
•Commercials 
American Motors 


Sunny 

Afternoon 



Tuesday - Saturday, Sep 10, 
various times 

New Alexandra Theatre, B’ham 
The best new West End musical of 
2015 has Ryan O’Connell as Ray 
Davies in this celebration of The Kinks. 
Visit www.atgtickets.com/venues/ 
new-alexandra-theatre-birmingham/ 


The King 
Is Back 



Saturday, 7.30pm 
Barclaycard Arena, B’ham 

The only British winner of the World¬ 
wide Ultimate Elvis Tribute Artist con¬ 
test in Memphis, Ben Portsmouth will 
be getting the King’s fans all shook up. 
Visit www.barclaycardarena.co.uk/ 
whats-on/the-king-is-back 


Back:N:Black 



Friday, 7.30pm 
Robin 2, Bilston 
A Swiss all-female band pay tribute 
to Aussie rockers AC/DC, so hit the 
Highway To Hell with the Ladies from 
Hades. Support from 2nd Gear and 
Live And Let Rock. 

Visit therobin.co.uk 


Paul 

McCaffrey 



Friday, 8pm 

Katie Fitzgerald’s, Stourbridge 
The Fitz of Laughter Comedy Club cel¬ 
ebrates its second year at the Enville 
Street pub venue with one of BBC3’s 
Impractical Jokers topping the bill. 

Visit www.facebook.com/fitzoflaugh 
ter / 


CLUBBING 

Propaganda 

Tonight, 

02 Academy Birmingham, 

B1 1DB. 

Call 0121 622 8250 

Wolverhampton Bassline 
Gathering at Fixxion Warehouse 

Tomorrow - Sun, 

Wolverhampton, WV1 4LD. 

Call 07562 619947 

ROCK & 

METAL 

The Notorious Brothers 

Tonight, 

Tower Of Song, Birmingham, 

B30 3EL. 

Call 0121 486 1300 

Elvis - Gordon Hendricks 
& The Passionettes 

Tonight, £10 

The River Rooms, Stourbridge, 
DY8 1JN. 

Call 01384 397 177 or 07986 577 
661 

1950’s Rock n Roll Night with 
DebraJune & The Rockin’ Tunes 

Tonight, 

Knowle Royal British Legion, 
Solihull, B93 9LF. 

Call 01564 773253 

LIVE/WIRE - The AC/DC Show 

Tonight, £14 

The Sugarmill, Stoke-on-Trent, 
ST1 1 DR. 

Call 01782 214991 

Teenage Casket Company 

Tonight, 

The Slade Rooms, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1HP 
Call 01902 552122 

Back:N:Black 

Tonight, £12.50-£15 

The Robin 2, Bilston, WV14 7LJ. 

Call 01902 401211 

The Glitter Band founder 
members John Rossall 
and Harvey Ellison 

Tomorrow, £8 - £36 

The RoadHouse, Kings Norton, 

Birmingham, B30 3DZ. 

Call 0121 246 2273 

BREAK STUFF//A Night 
of Nu-Metal Nostalgia 

Tomorrow, 

The Rainbow Venues, Digbeth, 
Birmingham, B12 OLD. 

Call 0121 753 1818 

John Emil live at The Victoria 

Tomorrow 

The Victoria, Walsall, 

WS1 2AA. 

Call 01922 635866 

Mainly Madness 

Tomorrow, £11 - £13 
The Robin 2, Bilston, 

WV14 7LJ. 

Call 01902 401211 


The Bootleg Sixties 

Tomorrow - Sun, £17.50 
Artrix, Bromsgrove, 

B60 1PQ. 

Call 01527 577330 

The Who 

Mon, 

Genting Arena, Birmingham, 

B40 1 PA. 

Call 0121 780 4141 

Rock of Ages 

Wed - Thu, £12.50 - £18.50 
Theatre Severn, Shrewsbury, 

SY3 8 FT. 

Call 01743 281281 

Sticky Fingers 

Thu, 

The 02 Institute, Digbeth, 
Birmingham, B5 6DY. 

Call 0121 643 0428 

The King Is Back 

Tomorrow, 

Barclaycard Arena, Birmingham, 
B1 2AA. 

Call 0121 780 4141 

POP 

LANY 

Tonight, 

02 Academy Birmingham, 

B1 1DB. 

Call 0121 622 8250 

FLARES 70S & 80S! 

Tomorrow, £8 
The River Rooms, 

Stourbridge, 

DY8 1 JN. 

Call 01384 397 177 or 07986 577 
661 

The Southmartins (tribute to 
The Beautiful South & The 
Housemartins) 

Tomorrow, 

02 Academy Birmingham, 

B1 1DB. 

Call 0121 622 8250 

Arcadia + Special Guests 

Tomorrow, £5 
The Sugarmill, 

Stoke-on-Trent, 

ST1 1 DR. 

Call 01782 214991 

The Jeeps 

Tue, £14.95 

The Jam House, Birmingham, B3 
1QU. 

Call 0121 200 3030 

Eleanor Friedberger 

Tue, 

02 Academy Birmingham, 

B1 1DB. 

Call 0121 622 8250 

FOLK. COUNTRY 

& ACOUSTIC 

Traditional Irish Music 

Mon, 

The Spotted Dog, Digbeth, 
Birmingham, B12 ONH. 

Call 0121 772 3822 


Roy Harper on 
75th birthday tour! 

Wed 

Symphony Hall, 

Birmingham, 

B1 2EA. 

Call 0121 780 3333 

JAZZ. SOUL. FUNK 

R’N’B & REGGAE 

The stars from 
The Commitments 

Tomorrow, 

Lichfield Garrick, WS13 6HR. 

Call 01543 412121 

Top Drawer Soul Night 

Tomorrow, £5 - £6 
Oakengates Theatre, Telford, 

TF2 6EP 

Call 01952 382382 

Bruk Up 

Tomorrow - Sun, 

Hare & Hounds, Kings Heath, 
Birmingham, B14 7JZ. 

Call 0121 444 2081 

Jazz Tuesdays 

Tue 

The Spotted Dog, Digbeth, 
Birmingham, B12 ONH. 

Call 0121 772 3822 

Beres Hammond & Maxi Priest 

Tue, 

02 Academy Birmingham, 

B1 1 DB. 

Call 0121 622 8250 

CLASSICAL 

Bournville String Orchestra 

Tomorrow, 

The Barber Institute of Fine Arts, 
University of Birmingham, 
Edgbaston, B15 2TS. 

Call 0121 414 7333 

COMEDY 

Sprinkle of Glitter Presents 
Louise LIVE 

Tonight 

The Old Rep Theatre, 
Birmingham, B5 4DY. 

Call 0121 359 9444 

Paul McCaffrey - 
Fitz of Laughter 

Tonight, 

Katie FitzGerald’s, Stourbridge, 
DY8 3TB. 

Call 01384 374410 

Somewhere Under The Rainbow 

Tomorrow, 

The Old Joint Stock Pub & 
Theatre, Birmingham, B2 5NY. 
Call 0121 200 1892 

THEATRE 

The Simon and Garfunkel Story 

Tonight, 

New Alexandra Theatre, 
Birmingham, 

B5 4DS. 

Call 0844 871 3011 


Sunny Afternoon 

Tue - Thu, 

New Alexandra Theatre, 
Birmingham, B5 4DS. 

Call 0844 871 3011 

Meetings Greetings 
and Partings 

Tonight, 

The Old Joint Stock Pub 
& Theatre, Birmingham, B2 5NY. 
Call 0121 200 1892 

The Vicar of Dibley 

Tonight - Thu, 

Hall Green Little Theatre, 
Birmingham, B27 7SA. 

Call 0121 707 1874 

Joe Longthorne 

Tomorrow, 

New Alexandra Theatre, 
Birmingham, B5 4DS. 

Call 0844 871 3011 

CATS 

Mon - Thu, 

Regent Theatre, Stoke-on-Trent, 
ST1 1AP. Call 0844 871 7649 

ARTS. CULTURE 

& MISC EVENTS 

Bob Parks: And 
The Heavens Cried 

Tue, 

Grand Union, Minerva Works, 
Birmingham, B5 5RS. 

Call 0121 643 9079 

Dementia Cafe 

Today, 

Soho House, Birmingham, 

B18 5LB. Call 0121 554 9122 

Turning to See Curator Talk 

Today, £5 

Birmingham Museum &Art 
Gallery, B3 3DH. 

Call 0121 303 1966 

Closing Bonfire Party 
for Edible Eastside 

Tonight, 

Edible Eastside, Birmingham, 

B5 5RS. Call 01216 431378 

Wild Storytelling - Lightmoor 

Shropshire Wildlife Trust, 193 
Abbey Foregate, 01743 284280, 
Fri 02 Sep 

https://www.shropshirewild- 
lifetrust.org.uk/events/2016/06/10/ 
wild-storytelling-lightmoor?in- 
stance=0 

Information Lecture: Help and 
Healing on the Spiritual Path 
through the teaching of Bruno 
Groening 

Tomorrow, Free 

The Polish Millenium Centre, 

Birmingham, B5 5PH. 

Call 0121 643 3577 

Whittington Countryside 
and Craft Fair 

Tomorrow, 

Bit End Field, Whittington, 

WS14 9LH. 

See http://www.whittingtonand 
fisherwick.org.uk 


‘Andrew Downes: A Portrait’ 

Tomorrow, 

Birmingham Cathedral, B3 2QB. 
Call 0121 262 1840 

Cheeki Monkeys Pop Up 
Baby & Children’s Market 

Tomorrow 

Arden Hall, Birmingham, 

B36 9PB. 

Call 0121 747 6503 

Croome’s Hidden Heritage: 

Hare Krishna weekend 

Tomorrow 

Croome, High Green, WR8 9DW. 
Call 01905 371006 

Free Lantern Making Workshop 

Tomorrow, 

Oriel Davies Gallery, The Park, 
Newtown, SY16 2NZ. 

Call 01686 625041 

Free art and craft 
activities on the patio 

Tomorrow, 

Oriel Davies Gallery, The Park, 
Newtown, SY16 2NZ. 

Call 01686 625041 

Ponds discovery project 

Tomorrow, 

Brockhampton Estate, Grooms 
Brockhampton Mews, 
Brockhampton Park, Bringsty, 
WR6 5TB. 

Call 01885 488099 

Knitting workshop 
with Dee Hardwicke 

Tomorrow, 

Brockhampton Estate, Grooms 
Brockhampton Mews, 
Brockhampton Park, Bringsty, 
WR6 5TB. 

Call 01885 488099 

Cellar Tour 

Tomorrow, 

Erasmus Darwin House, Lichfield, 
WS13 7AD. 

Call 01543 306260 

Newcomen Engine in Steam 

Tomorrow - Sun, 

The Black Country Living 
Museum, Dudley, DY1 4SQ. 

Call 01215 579643 

Domingos de tardeo 

Sun, 

El Tablao de Amantia (located in 
Amantia’s basement), 
Birmingham, B2 5RS. 

Call 01216433647 

Get Stuck in at Murlough 

Sun, 

Attingham Park, Shrewsbury, SY4 
4TW. 

Call 01743 708123 

Great Fire of London Week 

Today - Sun, 

Blakesley Hall Museum, Birming¬ 
ham, B25 8RN. 

Call 0121 464 2193 

Vandal vs Visionary talk 

Tue, 

Croome, High Green, WR8 9DW. 
Call 01905 371006 


Check out full listings in the ticket in Friday’s Express & Star 
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Giddy up! Busted 
are on track again 



From left, Matt Willis, Charlie Simpson and James Bourne are back together for a gig at Wolverhampton Racecourse 


MATT Willis has a pretty 
simple requirement of fans 
at Busted’s Wolverhampton 
Racecourse gig: “We want 
them to lose their minds.” 

His band will line-up on Saturday 
night after a day of racing. Willis and 
bandmates James Bourne and Char¬ 
lie Simpson will play for 90 minutes 
with hits like Year 3000, What I Go 
To School For, Crashed The Wedding, 
Air Hostess, and many more. 

“We’ve played a few racecourse gigs 
during the summer,” he says. “They 


came around at the last minute and 
we were like ‘y ea h, cool, book ‘em’. 
We’ve done a few, the people are al¬ 
ways up for a good time. They’ve been 
out on the lash all day watching the 
races. Then they want to see us come 
on so that they can lose their minds to 
a rock band. It’s great fun.” 

The story of Busted MK II is, of 
course, the story of the in-out, in- 
out, shake-it-all-about manoeuvres of 
Charlie, meanwhile Matt and James 
got together with McFly for the me¬ 
ga-successful McBusted. 

Matt says: “With McBusted, don’t 


get me wrong, it was great to be part 
of it and it was a bit of a laugh but 
it didn’t feel like our band. Busted is 
where it’s at. This is the band that me 
and James started when we were kids 
of 16 in our bedrooms. 

“Charlie actually said yes to coming 
back before McBusted happened. But 
by the time he’d agreed, we’d already 
booked that tour. We kept in touch 
to see how he felt over the next year 
and it went from there. Then we all 
decided to go in the studio together 
and once we’d written new songs, it 
felt great.” 



Back with a 
Bang Bang 

BIRMINGHAM Hippodrome is motoring into autumn with a 
revival of family favourite musical Chitty Chitty Bang Bang. 

The West End blockbuster, based on a story by 007 author 
Ian Fleming, continues a run of hit shows at the Hippodrome 
following its bumper summer with Mama Mia!, which ends 
of Saturday. 

The car is the star but the flying automobile is likely to 
be upstaged by a top-notch cast including Any Dream Will 
Do winner Lee Mead as Caractacus Potts and Carrie Hope 
Fletcher from Les Miserables as Truly Scrumptious. 

Comic support will come from Phill Jupitus and Claire 
Sweeney as Baron and Baroness Bomburst, while the creepy 
Childcatcher will be played by former Jersey Boy Matt Gillet. 

Get ready for a colourful spectacular featuring such songs 
as Hushabye Mountain, Me 01’ Bamboo and Chu-Chu Face 
and, of course, the famous theme song. 

Essex-born Lee mead first found fame via Sir Andrew 
Lloyd-Webber’s TV talent show to find a new star to take on 
the title role in the 2007 West End revival of Joseph and the 
Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat. 

He has become one of the West End’s most successful lead¬ 
ing men with roles in Wicked, Legally Blonde The Musical 
as well as releasing several albums and enjoying successful 
concert tours. His is now best known as Lofty Chiltern in 
BBC TV drama Casualty. He is returning to the Hippodrome 
after starring as Aladdin in last year’s panto. 


Soul sister gets in 
the musical habit 

CHART-TOPPING singer Alex¬ 
andra Burke is coming back to 
Birmingham in a new version of 
hit musical comedy Sister Act, 
directed and choreographed by 
Strictly’s Craig Revel Horwood. 

Alexandra, who won The X 
Factor in 2008 and had a hit 
with Hallelujah, will be praising 
again as a club singer Deloris 
Van Cartier, hiding from gang¬ 
sters in a convent, who adds a 
little soul into the nuns’ choir. 

The London-born actress 
wowed fans as Rachel Marron 
when The Bodyguard came on 
tour to Birmingham and Wol¬ 
verhampton. Sister Act is at the 
New Alexandra Theatre from 
September 12 to 17. 


It’s a walk on the 
Wilde side for Cathy 

MONA Lisa and Band of Gold 
star Cathy Tyson takes on the 
role of the formidable Lady 
Bracknell when a new pro¬ 
duction of Oscar Wilde’s The 
Importance of Being Earnest 
comes to Birmingham Reperto¬ 
ry Theatre. 

Directed by Nikolai Foster 
and staged from September 9 
to 24, Wilde’s comedy of man¬ 
ners exposes the hypocrisies of 
late Victorian society. Cathy 
said: “Lady Bracknell is so well 
known. I’ve played Ophelia, 
I’ve played Cleopatra and lots 
of other famous characters but 
people have a really personal 
view on Lady Bracknell. They 
quote lines back at you!” 


Greg is down for 
another Civic night 

COMEDY fans have another 
chance to see Shropshire comic 
Greg Davies, who has added an 
extra Wolverhampton date on 
his UK tour but be prepared for 
a long wait. 

The Man Down star is per¬ 
forming a further show at Wol¬ 
verhampton’s Civic Hall, one of 
two nights at the venue on De¬ 
cember 8 and 9, 2017. Spokes¬ 
man Jonn Penney said: “Tickets 
are flying out for next year’s 
Greg Davies show, so we’re de¬ 
lighted to be adding an extra 
date.” 

Tickets are available at www. 
wolvescivic.co.uk website. Davies 
was also recently seen in Dave’s 
comedy panel show Taskmaster. 



Spoil Yourself 

Book a Lodge with a 

. Hot Tub - 


I. Stourbridge 

Lawn Tennis & Squash Club 




NEW Tennis Course 

starts... September 8th 

4 Weeks Only £20.00 

9.30am to 10.30am beginners 
10.30am to 11.30am improvers 
includes memberships for 4 week period 
This is a popular course....call us today 


Sugar Loaf Lane, Stourbridge DY7 6PS 
01384393613 www.stourbridge-tennis-squash.co.uk 


OakcWood 

01597 

L@DGES 

811422 

www.oakwoodlodges.co.uk 


Norwegian log cabins situated at 1000ft above 
sea-level in the ‘Heart of Wales’. Fantastic views with red kites 
soaring overhead. Stunning location and excellent touring 
centre. Dogs welcome. Small site. All year round availability. 
Superb holiday accommodation. 

PHONE FOR BROCHURE 


Express & Star 

Recruiting 
the right 
employee 
can be a real 
headache 

Try our Express & 

Star Recruitment 
Remedy and we 
guarantee to fill 
your vacancy. 

Prices start from 

£399 +vat 


MULTI-WINNING 

3-in-1 ) ^ 


Call our recruitment 
team on 01902 319227 


CHARITY 

%. Slap in Your Eves 

SATURDAY 
17th SEPTEMBER 

s Rehearsal 

G Thursday 15th September 

To book your place in the 
competition please call 
, i J into the pub and collect an 
application form. 

A £5 fee will be required with 
all proceeds going to charity. 


When the 
sun shines 
we have the 
perfect sun 
trap patio 
looking out 
onto the 
canal 


Welcome to the 

Samson & Lion 

CANALSIDE PUB IN STOURBRIDGE 


www.samsonandlion.co.uk 


Special Otter 
burger and 
a Pint 

£ 4.25 F f 
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CHOICE 



Tess Daly (left) 


Strictly Come Dancing: The 
Launch 

(BBC1, 6.50pm) 

New series. Tess Daly and 
Claudia Winkleman host the 
launch event in which this year's 
celebrities are paired up with 
their professional partners. The 
celebrity women shaking a leg or 
two are Birds of a Feather 
actress Lesley Joseph, singer- 
songwriter Anastacia, fashion 
model Daisy Lowe, TV presenter 
Laura Whitmore, former Eternal 
singer Louise Redknapp, BBC 
Breakfast host Naga Munchetty, 
Team GB gymnast Claudia 
Fragapane and EastEnder 
Tameka Empson. The men are 
double Olympic medal-winner 
Greg Rutherford, former shadow 
chancellor Ed Balls, singer Will 
Young, DJ Melvin Odoom, 
Hollyoaks actor Danny Mac, 
sports presenter Ore Oduba, and 
TV legal eagle Robert Rinder. 


BBC1 

6.00 Breakfast. 10.00 Saturday Kitchen. 

11.30 Lorraine’s Fast, Fresh and Easy 
Food. (R) 12.00 Football Focus. 12.30 
Bargain Hunt. (R) 1.00 BBC News; 
Weather. 1.10 Athletics: Diamond 
League Highlights. 2.15 Escape to the 
Continent. (R) 3.15 Film: Wreck-lt 
Ralph. (2012) Animated adventure, with 
the voice of John C Reilly. 4.50 The 
Getaway Car. 5.40 BBC News. 5.50 
Regional Programme. 

6.00 Pointless Celebrities. Tim Vine, 
Terry Alderton, Tracy-Ann 
Oberman, David Schneider, 
Richard Coles, Julia Hartley- 
Brewer, Arthur Smith and Arlene 
Phillips all take part in the 
unorthodox quiz show. 

6.50 Strictly Come Dancing: The 

Launch. New series. Tess Daly and 
Claudia Winkleman host the 
launch event in which this year's 
line-up of celebrities are paired up 
with their professional partners. 

8.15 The National Lottery: Five Star 
Family Reunion. A UKfamily and 
their long-lost overseas relatives 
must work together in order to win 
a once-in-a-lifetime reunion in a 
five-star location. The overseas 
family must answer questions to 
win time for their relatives in the 
UK studio, who will then 
individually answer questions 
against the clock. Nick Knowles 
hosts. Includes the all-important 
weekend draw. 

9.10 Casualty. As yet more emergency 
cases arrive at Holby's ER, relative 
newcomer Elle does her best to 
rally the troops. Meanwhile, Alicia 
is left in a difficult position after 
she discovers an uncomfortable 
truth. Medical drama, starring 
Jaye Griffiths and Chelsea 
Halfpenny. 

10.00 BBC News; Weather; National 
Lottery Update. 

10.20 Film: Avengers Assemble. (2012) 
A mystical artefact is stolen from a 
top-secret military base by Thor's 
brother Loki, who plans to use it to 
bring about an alien invasion. 
Spymaster Nick Fury brings 
together a team of superheroes, 
including Iron Man, Thor, Captain 
America and the Hulk, to defend 
Earth from the impending attack. 
Action adventure uniting the 
Marvel comic-book characters, 
starring Robert Downey Jr, Chris 
Evans and Chris Flemsworth. 

12.35 Weather for the Week Ahead. 
12.40 BBC News. 


BBC2 

7.15 The Women’s Football Show. (R) 

7.45 Film: The Magnificent Showman. 
(1964) 10.00 Flomes Underthe Flammer. 
(R) 11.00 Lost Land of the Tiger. (R) 
12.00 Hairy Bikers’ Best of British. (R) 

12.45 Great British Menu. (R) 1.15 Great 
British Menu. (R) 1.45 Film: That’s 
Entertainment: Part Two. (1976) 
Compilation of MGM highlights, 
introduced by Fred Astaire and Gene 
Kelly. 3.50 Robot Wars. (R) 4.50 Flog It! 
(R) 5.20 Gardeners’World. (R) 

6.20 The Great British Bake Off: An 
Extra Slice. Jo Brand presents a 
companion show to BBC One’s 
baking contest, featuring unseen 
footage from the programme and 
an interview with the week’s 
eliminated baker. (R) 

6.50 Proms Extra 2016. Katie Derham 
is joined by celebrated soprano 
Lesley Garrett, composer and 
musician Mark Simpson and 
conductor Simone Young, fresh 
from her Proms debut. Last in the 
series. 

7.30 Greece with Simon Reeve. Part 
two of two. Simon travels from the 
Peloponnese peninsula into the 
mountainous north of the country. 
Fie meets local people including a 
group of rebel monks and 
conservationists caring for an 
injured bear, and discovers how 
they are coping with the political 
crises affecting Greece. (R) 

8.30 Dad’s Army. Private Pike receives 
his call-up papers and 
unexpectedly passes his medical, 
much to the horror of his 
mollycoddling mother. (R) 

9.00 Film: War Horse. (2011) A 
farmer’s son forms a close bond 
with a horse he trains, but is 
forced to give the animal up when 
it is sold to the British army during 
the First World War. The horse 
passes through various owners on 
both sides as he travels across the 
battlefields of France, while the 
boy refuses to give up on being 
reunited. Steven Spielberg’s drama 
based on Michael Morpurgo’s 
book, starring Jeremy Irvine, Tom 
Hiddleston and Benedict 
Cumberbatch. 

11.15 Film: Hunky Dory. (2011) A 
teacher at a 1970s Welsh school 
persuades her students to stage a 
rock musical based on 
Shakespeare’s The Tempest. 
Comedy drama, with Minnie Driver. 

1.00 Film: Romantics Anonymous. 
(2010) 2.15 This Is BBC Two. 


ITV 

6.00 CITV: Fort Boyard Ultimate 
Challenge. 6.25 Pat & Stan. (R) 6.35 
Dino Dan: Trek’s Adventures. (R) 6.45 
Dino Dan: Trek’s Adventures. (R) 6.55 
Signed Stories: Share a Story. (R) 7.00 
Sooty. (R) 7.15 Super 4. (R) 7.35 
ThunderbirdsAre Go. (R) 8.00 Ninjago: 
Rise of the Snakes. (R) 8.25 ITV News. 

8.30 Weekend. 9.25 Murder, She Wrote. 
(R) 10.20 Murder, She Wrote. (R) 11.20 
Film: Columbo: A Stitch in Crime. (1973) 
12.50 ITV News; Weather. 1.00 
Catchphrase. (R) 1.45 Tipping Point. (R) 

2.45 Victoria. (R) 4.15 The X Factor. (R) 

5.15 Ninja Warrior UK. (R) 

6.15 Regional Programme; Weather. 

6.30 ITV News; Weather. 

6.45 You’ve Been Framed! (R) 

7.15 Go for It. 

8.15 The X Factor. Dermot O’Leary 
presents as the auditions continue. 

9.15 Newzoids. New series. The 
satirical puppet-based sketch 
show returns, with Tom Daley, 
Donald Trump, Jeremy Corbyn, 
Tom Hiddleston and even Princess 
Charlotte receiving the Newzoids 
treatment. 

9.45 The Nation’s Favourite 
Carpenters Song. Richard 
Carpenter takes a seat at the piano 
to celebrate some of the musical 
hits he achieved alongside his 
sister Karen between 1969 and 

1983. Over the course of 13 years, 
the California-born pair recorded 
11 albums, 31 singles, and a 
selection of TV specials, and hit 
the top of the US charts with three 
number-one releases. However, 
their career was cut short by 
Karen’s death in 1983, as the 
result of heart failure brought on 
her eating disorder. This 
programme charts the highs and 
devastating lows of the brother- 
sister duo’s remarkable time in the 
limelight, and makes use of a new 
ITV poll revealing which 
Carpenters’ song has been voted 
the UK’s favourite. Features 
contributions by the Carpenters’ 
friends and collaborators, 
including Burt Bacharach and 
Petula Clark, and famous fans 
such as Nicole Scherzinger, the 
Corrs, and Myleene Klass. 

11.05 ITV News; Weather. 

11 .25 Pop Gold. Celebrating the best of 
the 1970s. (R) 

12.20 The Jeremy Kyle Show USA. 1.05 
Jackpot247. 3.00 Murder, She Wrote. 

(R) 3.50 ITV Nightscreen. 


CHANNEL 4 

6.00 Mobil 1 - The Grid. 6.25 Outlaw 
Triathlon. 7.20 Motorsport: British Rally 
Championships. 7.50 Frasier. (R) 8.25 
Frasier. (R) 8.55 The Morning Line. 9.55 
Formula 1: Italian Grand Prix Practice 3 
Live. 11.25 Murray Walker Meets Jenson 
Button. 11.55 Formula 1 Italian Grand 
Prix Qualifying Live. 2.30 Channel 4 
Racing. Live coverage from Haydock 
Park, Ascot and Kempton Park. 4.45 A 
Place in the Sun: Summer Sun. 5.45 
Ugly House to Lovely House with George 
Clarke. (R) 

6.40 Channel 4 News. 

7.00 Hidden Britain by Drone. Part two 
of two. Tony Robinson presents 
aerial footage of areas of Britain 
that are off limits to the public, 
including a shipyard in Scotland 
where aircraft carriers are built and 
a shipwreck on the Kent coast that 
is filled with explosives. Plus, a 
gated community with a dark past, 
James Dyson’s top-secret 
research laboratory, and a 
platform in the sea inhabited by 
people who wish to become an 
independent nation. (R) 

8.00 First Contact: Lost Tribe of the 
Amazon. In June 2014, the world 
was transfixed by images of men 
emerging from the deepest 
Amazon rainforest for the first 
time. They were among the last 
people living on our planet who 
had had no contact with the 
outside world. In this 
documentary, film-maker Angus 
Macqueen gains access to this 
tribe, to Xani and Shirimaku and 
their families, to find out how they 
lived, why they had remained 
isolated for so long and what 
finally brought them out of 
isolation. (R) 

9.00 Film: Lone Survivor. (2013) 
Premiere. Four American soldiers 
are sent on a mission into the 
mountains of Afghanistan to track 
down and eliminate a high-ranking 
terrorist leader. They soon find 
themselves faced with a terrible 
moral dilemma and a battle for 
survival against overwhelming 
odds. Fact-based drama, starring 
Mark Wahlberg, Taylor Kitsch, 
Emile Hirsch and Ben Foster. 

11. 25 Film: The Family. (2013) Comedy 
thriller, with Robert De Niro. 

1.30 Ramsay’s Kitchen Nightmares USA. 
(R) 2.20 Hollyoaks. (R) 4.30 
Superfoods: The Real Story. (R) 5.00 
Phil Spencer: Secret Agent. (R) 5.55 
Gillette World Sport. 


CHANNEL 5 

6.00 Milkshake! 8.25 The Fairly 
OddParents. 9.00 The Saturday Show 
Live. 11.00 The Nightmare Neighbour 
Next Door. (R) 12.00 Murder House: 
Nightmare Neighbour Next Door. (R) 

I. 00 Nightmare Neighbour Next Door: 
Living in Fear. (R) 2.00 Police 
Interceptors. (R) 3.00 Police 
Interceptors: Under Attack. (R) 4.00 
Police Interceptors: Dog Squad. (R) 5.00 
Can’t Pay? Benefits Special. (R) 

6.00 Can’t Pay? We’ll Take It Away. In 
south London, a father-and-son 
team face death threats from a 
debtor’s father, while in east 
London, a tenant claims to have 
had no prior warning that he is 
being evicted. (R) 

7.00 Adolf & Eva: Love & War. Drama¬ 
documentary about Eva Braun, 
from her teenage infatuation with 
Adolf Hitler to their wedding and 
joint suicide in a Berlin bunker, 
exposes the power she wielded 
over the increasingly delusional 
fascist dictator. The film combines 
her home movies, with archive 
clips, dramatic reconstructions 
and interviews with the leading 
experts on the Nazi inner circle to 
reveal why she fell for a man like 
Hitler and just how much she knew 
about the murderous activities of 
the Nazi Party. (R) 

8.55 5 News Weekend. 

9.00 NCIS: Death Wish. Feature-length 
special. A man and his son on a 
fishing trip hook what appears to 
be the body of a petty officer, but 
the dead man turns out to be a 
journalist who had been 
investigating the proliferation of 
drugs in the Navy. Meanwhile, Ziva 
returns to her car after a workout 
at the gym to find her father Eli 
hiding inside. Guest starring 
Michael Nouri. (R) 

10.40 Football on 5: Goal Rush. George 
Riley and Lynsey Hipgrave 
introduce all the goals from the 
weekend’s games in the Leagues 
One and Two, which included 
Bolton Wanderers v Southend 
United at Macron Stadium. 

II. 40 Criminals: Caught on Camera. 

Journalist Nick Wallis joins police 
forces around the nation to 
discover how CCTV and 
technological advances are helping 
to bring criminals to justice. (R) 
12.05 SuperCasino. 3.10 Suspects: The 
Enemy Within. (R) 4.50 Divine Designs. 
(R) 5.15 Nick’s Quest. (R) 5.40 Angels of 
Jarm. (R) 5.50 Roary the Racing Car. (R) 


DIGITAL 

BBC Four 

7.00 Scotland’s Home Movies: Memories 
on Film 8.00 Clydebuilt: The Ships That 
Made the Commonwealth 9.00 Beck: Eye 
of the Storm 10.30 The Story of Musicals 

1.30 Top of the Pops: 1982 2.10 Film: 
Janis: Little Girl Blue (2015) 3.40 Close 
ITV2 

11.30 Ninja Warrior UK 12.30 You’ve 
Been Framed! Gold: Kids 1.30 Film: 
Charlotte’s Web (2006) 2.30 FYI Daily 

2.35 Film: Charlotte’s Web (2006) 3.20 
Film: A Cinderella Story (2004) 4.20 FYI 
Daily 4.25 Film: A Cinderella Story 
(2004) 5.15 Film: Bean (1997) 6.15 FYI 
Daily 6.20 Film: Bean (1997) 7.05 Film: 
The Incredible Hulk (2008) 8.05 FYI Daily 
8.10 Film: The Incredible Hulk (2008) 

9.15 The Xtra Factor Live 10.15 Family 
Guy 11.40 American Dad! 12.40 Film: 
Keith Lemon: The Film (2012) 1.45 FYI 
Daily 1.50 Film: Keith Lemon: The Film 
(2012) 2.20 Mom 3.00 Teleshopping 
ITV3 

12.15 Film: Anne of Green Gables (2015) 
2.00 Film: Forever Young (1992) 3.00 
FYI Daily 3.05 Film: Forever Young 

(1992) 4.00 Foyle’s War 6.00 Lewis 8.00 
Doc Martin 9.00 Midsomer Murders 
11.00 Lewis 1.05 Wycliffe 2.05 ITV3 
Nightscreen 2.30 Teleshopping 
ITV4 

11.25 Classic TT Highlights 12.25 British 
Superbike Championship Highlights 1.30 
Arsenal Legends v AC Milan Legends: 
Live. 4.15 Football Rivalries 4.30 British 
Touring Car Championship Highlights 
6.00 The Chase: Celebrity Special 7.00 
Cycling: Vuelta a Espana 8.00 Film: 

Police Academy 2: Their First Assignment 
(1 985) 9.10 FYI Daily 9.15 Film: Police 
Academy 2: Their First Assignment 
(1 985) 9.50 Film: Driven to Kill (2009) 
10.50 FYI Daily 10.55 Film: Driven to Kill 
(2009) 11.55 Film: Red Heat (1 988) 

12.55 FYI Daily 1.00 Film: Red Heat 
(1988) 2.00 Cycling: Vuelta a Espana 

2.55 ITV4 Nightscreen 3.00 
Teleshopping 

E4 

3.35 Film: ParaNorman (2012) 5.30 The 
Big Bang Theory 9.00 Film: Fantastic 
Four (2005) 11.05 Gogglebox 1.15 Rude 
Tube: Ultimate Stunts 2.25 Drifters 2.50 
Chewing Gum 3.15 2 Broke Girls 3.55 
How I Met Your Mother 4.40 Revenge 
Film4 

11.00 Diary of a Wimpy Kid (2010) 1.00 
Tooth (2004) 2.50 Inspector Gadget 
(1999) 4.30 Ice Age: Continental Drift 
(2012) 6.25 A League of Their Own 
(1992) 9.00 Identity Thief (2013) 11.15 
Bram Stoker’s Dracula (1992) 
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Price Includes... 

/ 2 nights at the 4 star Marriott Hotel, Slough 
with full English breakfast 
/ Gala Dinner on New Year’s Eve 
/ Excursion to central London or Windsor, 
as preferred 

/ Free time in London, including a visit to 
the New Year’s Day Parade 


View product online at 

www.omega-holidays.com 


C&rvW, frurik/ o, teltecturyL a ^ 

including Aladdin, Beautiful, Cinderella, Charlie & the Chocolate Factory, Dreamgirls, 
Jersey Boys, Kinky Boots, Les Miserables, Mamma Mia!, Matilda, Motown, School of Rock, 
Stomp, The Bodyguard, The Lion King, The Mousetrap, The Woman in Black & Wicked 


3 days, by coach from 

£249 


l.95pp 


Quote Code: EJC830 


View product online at 

www.omega-holidays.com/EJC830 


Price Includes... 

/ 2 nights at the 4 star Holiday Inn Heathrow 
M4/J4, West Drayton with full English breakfast 
/ 3-course dinner at the hotel on 30 December 
/ Dinner at Brasserie Blanc on New Year’s Eve, 
including half a bottle of wine per person 
and coffee 

/ 2.5-hour river cruise on a Thames City Cruise 
boat with a view of the fireworks at midnight 
/ Picnic pack on board (champagne/soft drink, 
bottled water & snacks) 

/ Excursion to central London to see the 
New Year’s Day Parade 
/ Choice of free time in Royal Windsor or 
central London 


View product online at 

www.omega-holidays.com 


New Year London Theatre 


Hand picked holidays with you ir 


Return coach travel from Dudley, Halesowen 
and Stourbridge 


Your Cnron c e 


New Year Dine & Cruise on the River Thames 


Single room supplement £80pp. Subject to availability. 


3 days, by coach ONLY 

£399»5„p 


Price Includes... 

/ 2 nights at the 4 star Holiday Inn Heathrow M4/Jct4, West Drayton 
with full English breakfast (upgrade to the 4 star Marriott Hotel, 

Slough for a £60 supplement) 

/ A ticket for the Friday 30 December evening performance of Jersey Boys, Kinky Boots, 
Matilda, Motown the Musical, The Mousetrap or Wicked (other shows and ticket upgrades 
available at a supplement) 

/ Dinner and after dinner disco/dance in your hotel on New Year’s Eve 
/ Excursion to central London to see the New Year’s Day Parade 
/ Free time in London 


For more information 
or to book, please call: 


01902 519414 


OPENING TIMES: MON-FRI 8.30-19.00 
SAT 8.30-16.00 SUN 10.00-16.00 

Organised by Omega Holidays pic, ABTA V4782. 


(D ® ® 

OmegaHols @0megaHols OmegaHols 


NEW YEAR 

BREAKS BY COACH 


All breaks will depart 
Friday 30 December 2016 


New Year in London 


Celebrate the arrival of the New Year in 
style on this fabulous value 4 star 3-day 
break to our sparkling capital city. 


M 


3 days, by coach ONLY 

l.95pp 







































thefastticket 


SUNDAY’S TV SEPTEMBER 4” 


CHOICE 



Aidan Turner 


Poldark 
(BBC1,9pm) 

New series. Ross stands trial for 
his life, but refuses to make a 
deal with George to save 
himself. Francis is consumed 
with guilt over betraying his 
cousin and begs for a 
reconciliation - but rejection 
drives him to desperate ends. 
Demelza seeks the aid of a 
neighbour (John Nettles), 
whose daughter has caught 
Unwin's eye - but she seems far 
more interested in Dwight. 

Aidan Turner, Eleanor 
Tomlinson, Ruby Bentall, 
Caroline Blakiston, Beatie 
Edney and Jack Farthing star. 


BBC1 

6.00 Breakfast. 9.00 The Andrew Marr 
Show. 10.00 Sunday Morning Live. 
11.00 Homes Under the Hammer. (R) 
12.00 Bargain Hunt. (R) 1.00 BBC News; 
Weather. 1.15 Escape to the Country. (R) 
2.00 Eat Well for Less? (R) 3.00 Points 
of View. 3.15 Ingenious Animals. (R) 
4.15 The Great British Bake Off. (R) 5.15 
Songs of Praise. 5.50 Pointless 
Celebrities. (R) 

6.35 BBC News. 

6.50 Regional Programme. 

7.00 Countryfile. Reports on harvest 
time around the UK. Anita Rani 
picks peppermint to make 
cocktails, while Matt Baker 
discovers how harvesting has 
changed over the years at the 
Gaddesden Estate, and John 
Craven gathers cobnuts. Plus, Joe 
Crowley investigates how many of 
the farm brands on sale in 
supermarkets actually come from 
a farm, and Adam Henson 
celebrates 40 years of One Man 
and His Dog. 

8.00 Antiques Roadshow. Fiona Bruce 
presents from the show from 
Audley End, Essex, where experts 
value a sword that played an 
important role in the end of the 
American War of Independence, a 
collection of toilet chains and a 
silver container that once 
contained a goat’s gallstone 
believed to have magical powers. 
The biggest shock of the day 
comes when Eric Knowles reveals 
the worth of a set of three vases 
decorated with fairies. 

9.00 Poldark. New series. Ross stands 
trial for his life, but refuses to 
make a deal with George to save 
himself. Francis is consumed with 
guilt over betraying his cousin and 
begs for a reconciliation - but 
rejection drives him to desperate 
ends. 

10.00 BBC News. 

10.20 Regional Programme. 

10.30 Room 101 - Extra Storage. Frank 
Skinner invites Bridget Christie, 
Greg James and Robert Peston to 
compete for the chance of getting 
their pet hates banished. 

11.10Film: Insomnia. (2002) Asleep- 
deprived detective accidentally 
kills his partner, and the murderer 
they were hunting sees him do it. 
Christopher Nolan’s thriller, with Al 
Pacino and Robin Williams. 

1.00 Weather for the Week Ahead. 1.05 
BBC News. 


BBC2 

6.00 The A to Z of TV Gardening. (R) 

6.45 Glorious Gardens from Above. (R) 

7.30 Gardeners’World. (R) 8.30 
Countryfile. (R) 9.30 The Beechgrove 
Garden. 10.00 Saturday Kitchen Best 
Bites. (R) 11.30 Great British Menu. (R) 
12.00 Great British Menu. (R) 12.30 
Great British Menu. (R) 1.00 Lorraine 
Pascale: How to Be a Better Cook. (R) 

1.30 Heir Hunters. (R) 2.15 Flog It! (R) 
3.00 Equestrian: Burghley Horse Trials. 
5.00 Film: John Carter. (2012) Fantasy 
adventure, starring Taylor Kitsch. 

7.00 New York: America’s Busiest City. 
Ade Adepitan, Anita Rani, Ant 
Anstead and Dan Snow take a 
closer look at one of the most 
complex and powerful cities in the 
world, focusing on transport links 
in the first edition. Anita, Ade and 
Ant head to Grand Central 
Terminal, joining the daily 
commute on the iconic Staten 
Island ferry as well as the subway, 
suburban railroad and citibikes. 
Dan visits Times Square to see 
how the 230 LED advertising 
hoardings are maintained, while 
Ade takes a ride in a yellow cab, 
discovering that the business 
model is under threat from newly 
created taxi apps. (R) 

8.00 A Very British Deterrent. 

9.00 Dragons’ Den. Peter Jones, 
Deborah Meaden,Touker 
Suleyman, Sarah Willingham 
examine the profit-making 
potential of more business plans, 
including an innovative form of 
nail gel, a toilet-flushing gadget for 
children, and a parking app from 
an entrepreneur whose company 
valuation stuns the panel. Hosted 
by Evan Davis. 

10.00 Fleabag. Claire organises her own 
surprise birthday party. Fleabag 
helps her brother-in-law to find a 
present, and runs into an old 
friend. 

10.30 Murder in Successville. Dl Sleet 
enlists the aid of sports pundit 
Chris Kamara to investigate the 
murder of Successville’s most 
famous racehorse, and uncovers a 
race-fixing conspiracy. 

11.00 Imagine: Rio 50 Degrees - Carry 
on CaRIOca. Film-maker Julien 
Temple explores the cultural 
history of Rio de Janeiro, seen by 
many as a tropical paradise but 
ravaged by poverty and gun crime. 
(R) 

12.45 Sign Zone: Countryfile. (R) 1.40 
Holby City. (R) 2.40 This Is BBC Two. 


ITV 

6.00 CITV: Fort Boyard Ultimate 
Challenge. 6.25 Pat & Stan. (R) 6.35 
Dino Dan: Trek’s Adventures. (R) 6.45 
Dino Dan: Trek’s Adventures. (R) 6.55 
Signed Stories: Share a Story. (R) 7.00 
Sooty. (R) 7.15 Super 4. (R) 7.35 
Thunderbirds Are Go. (R) 8.00 Ninjago: 
Rise of the Snakes. (R) 8.25 ITV News. 

8.30 Weekend. 9.25 Murder, She Wrote. 
(R) 10.20 Murder, She Wrote. (R) 11.20 
Chopping Block. (R) 12.20 ITV News; 
Weather. 12.25 Judge Rinder. (R) 1.25 
Tipping Point. (R) 2.25 Victoria. (R) 3.30 
The X Factor. (R) 4.30 World Cup 
Qualifier Live. Slovakia v England (Kick¬ 
off 5.00pm). 

7.30 Regional Programme; Weather. 
7.45 ITV News; Weather. 

8.00 The X Factor. The next stage of the 
room auditions, as more would-be 
contestants find themselves face 
to face with judges Simon Cowell, 
Sharon Osbourne, Louis Walsh 
and Nicole Scherzinger in a very 
personal setting. Dermot O’Leary 
hosts the show, and is on hand to 
guide the aspiring singers through 
the first challenging stage of their 
road to a recording contract. 

9.00 Victoria. King Leopold suggests 
to Victoria that she consider Prince 
Albert as a possible consort, a 
development that results in the 
young queen being surrounded by 
suitors seeking her hand in 
marriage, The young queen 
remains determined to rule alone, 
a declaration that leaves her uncle 
suspicious about her relationship 
with Melbourne. 

10.05 ITV News; Weather. 

10.20 World Cup Qualifier Highlights. 
Action from the latest 2018 World 
Cup qualifying matches, featuring 
Slovakia v England, Malta v 
Scotland, and Czech Republic v 
Northern Ireland. 

11.35 Premiership Rugby Union. 
Highlights of the opening round of 
fixtures in English rugby’s top¬ 
flight competition, including 
Northampton Saints v Bath, 
Harlequins v Bristol and Wasps v 
Exeter Chiefs. 

12.35 Jackpot247. Viewers get the 
chance to participate in live interactive 
gaming from the comfort of their sofas, 
with a mix of roulette-wheel spins and 
lively chat from the presenting team. 

3.00 Motorsport UK. Highlights from 
Snetterton. 3.50 British Superbike 
Championship Highlights. The latest 
action. 4.40 ITV Nightscreen. Text-based 
information service. 


CHANNEL 4 

8.00 Frasier. (R) 8.30 Frasier. (R) 9.00 
Sunday Brunch. 12.00 Formula 1: Italian 
Grand Prix Live. Coverage of the 14th 
round of the season (Start-time 1.00pm). 

3.30 Location, Location, Location. (R) 

4.30 A Place in the Sun: Winter Sun. 

5.30 Channel 4 News. 

6.05 Film: Toy Story OF TERROR! 
(2013) Animated Halloween 
special, in which the Toy Story 
characters search for a missing 
friend at a spooky roadside motel. 
With the voice of Tom Hanks. 

6.30 Roald Dahl’s Most Marvellous 
Book. David Walliams presents a 
look at the author’s 10 most 
popular children’s books to mark 
the centenary of his birth. Viewers 
have the chance to vote for their 
favourite of the 10 novels featured, 
which include Charlie and the 
Chocolate Factory, The BFG, The 
Witches, Matilda and The Twits. 
Featuring contributions from 
Steven Spielberg, Julie Walters, 
Richard Curtis, Mackenzie Crook, 
Jarvis Cocker, Johnny Vegas, 
Jessica Hynes and Miriam 
Margolyes. 

8.00 Speed with Guy Martin. New 

series. The motorcycle racer 
competes in the Nevada Open 
Road Challenge, the fastest road 
race in the world, in which 
Highway 318 is closed to allow top 
of the line supercars to compete in 
time trials. Guy decides to make 
the challenge even greater by 
entering the contest in his Ford 
Transit van - but unfortunately, a 
crash has left the vehicle in need of 
some extensive repair work. He 
gathers a team of race engineers 
to rebuild the van and turn it into a 
racing machine capable of taking 
on some of the world’s fastest 
cars. 

9.30 Film: The Wolf of Wall Street. 

(2013) Premiere. A New York 
stockbroker rises from 
unemployment to become one of 
the richest men in the city’s 
financial elite through an illegal 
scheme to defraud investors. His 
wealth brings him an outrageously 
debauched lifestyle, but comes at 
a price as the FBI become 
suspicious of his manipulation of 
the markets. Fact-based drama, 
starring Leonardo DiCaprio. 

1.05 Formula 1: Italian Grand Prix 
Highlights. 2.10 The World’s Weirdest 
Weather. (R) 3.05 Location, Location, 
Location. (R) 


CHANNEL 5 

6.00 Milkshake!: Peppa Pig. 6.05 Toby’s 
Travelling Circus. (R) 6.15 Angelina 
Ballerina. (R) 6.30 Bob the Builder. (R) 
6.40 Wanda and the Alien. (R) 6.50 Zack 
and Quack. (R) 7.05 Pets. (R) 7.10 
Noddy in Toyland. (R) 7.20 Paw Patrol. 
7.35 Little Princess. (R) 7.50 Pip Ahoy! 
(R) 8.10 Blaze and the Monster 
Machines. (R) 8.35 Ben and Holly’s Little 
Kingdom. (R) 8.50 Shimmer and Shine. 
(R) 9.15 Jelly Jamm. (R) 9.30 LazyTown. 
(R) 9.55 The Fairly OddParents. 10.30 
Football on 5: Goal Rush. (R) 11.30 Now 
That’s Funny! (R) 12.30 Now That’s 
Funny! (R) 1.30 Film: Penelope. (2006) 
Romantic fantasy, starring Christina 
Ricci. 3.15 Film: Paul Blart: Mall Cop. 
(2009) Comedy, starring Kevin James. 
5.00 Grannies Make You Laugh Out 
Loud. (R) 

6.00 Pets Make You Laugh Out Loud 2. 

Dave Spikey and Ellie Taylor 
introduce more animal antics, 
including greedy pigs, terrifying 
tortoises and an American parrot 
with a talent for stand-up comedy. 
(R) 

7.00 Cricket on 5. England v Pakistan. 
Action from the fifth one-day 
international of the five-match 
series, which took place at The 
SSE SWALEC. 

8.00 Inside the White House. Two-part 
documentary exploring American 
politics from the perspective of the 
Washington, DC residence at the 
heart of US government. (R) 

8.55 5 News Weekend. 

9.00 Most Shocking Celebrity 
Moments. A countdown of 
infamous incidents from the 
1990s, including Hugh Grant’s 
arrest and OJ Simpson’s murder 
trial. The programme also looks 
back at Eric Cantona kicking a fan 
during a match, Jarvis Cocker 
interrupting Michael Jackson’s 
performance at the Brit awards, 
and David and Victoria Beckham’s 
lavish wedding. Featuring 
contributions from Louis Walsh, 
Shaun Ryder, Bez, Michael Burke, 
Darren Day, Gail Porter, Tim 
Vincent and Kerry Katona. 

11.55 Autopsy: The Last Hours of 
Michael Hutchence. Richard 
Shepherd investigates the death of 
INXS frontman Michael 
Hutchence, who was found dead 
with a belt round his neck in his 
Sydney hotel room in November 
1997. (R) 

12.55 SuperCasino. 3.10 The Hotel 
Inspector Returns. (R) 


DIGITAL 

BBC Four 

7.00 BBC Proms 2016: CBSO Plays 
Tchaikovsky 8.45 Wild Scotland 9.00 
Woolly Mammoth: Secrets from the Ice 
10.00 Storyville: My Nazi Legacy 11.30 
The Most Courageous Raid of WWII 
12.30 The Beginning and End of the 
Universe 1.30 The Search for Life: The 
Drake Equation 2.30 After Life: The 
Strange Science of Decay 4.00 Close 
ITV2 

12.15 The X Factor 1.15 The Xtra Factor 
Live 2.15 Funniest Ever You’ve Been 
Framed! Gold 3.15 Film: Looney Tunes: 
Back in Action (2003) 4.15 FYI Daily 4.20 
Film: Looney Tunes: Back in Action 
(2003) 5.05 Film: Hotel for Dogs (2009) 
6.05 FYI Daily 6.10 Film: Hotel for Dogs 
(2009) 7.05 Film: Jack and Jill (2011) 
8.05 FYI Daily 8.10 Film: Jack and Jill 
(2011) 9.00 The Xtra Factor Live 10.00 
Family Guy 11.30 American Dad! 12.25 
Bordertown 12.55 The Cleveland Show 

I. 50 Totally Bonkers Guinness World 
Records 2.15 Teleshopping 5.45 ITV2 
Nightscreen 

ITV3 

II. 00 Lewis 1.00 Film: Columbo: 

Agenda for Murder (1990) 3.00 Agatha 
Christie’s Marple 5.00 Midsomer 
Murders 9.00 The Murder of Sadie 
Hartley 10.35 Film: Something’s Gotta 
Give (2003) 11.35 FYI Daily 11.40 Film: 
Something’s Gotta Give (2003) 1.05 Wire 
in the Blood 3.35 May the Best House 
Win 5.20 Rising Damp 5.45 ITV3 
Nightscreen 

ITV4 

12.00 Cycling: Vuelta a Espana 1.00 
Cycling: Tour of Britain Live. 4.00 World 
Cup Top Goalscorers 4.15 Pawn Stars 
4.45 Film: Tobruk (1967) 5.50 FYI Daily 
5.55 Film: Tobruk (1967) 7.00 Cycling: 
Vuelta a Espana 8.00 Cycling: Tour of 
Britain 9.00 Premiership Rugby Union 
10.00 Film: The Girl with the Dragon 
Tattoo (2011) 11.10 FYI Daily 11.15 
Film: The Girl with the Dragon Tattoo 
(2011) 1.15 Cycling: Vuelta a Espana 
2.10 Hell on Wheels 2.55 ITV4 
Nightscreen 3.00 Teleshopping 
E4 

12.00 Coach Trip: Road to Ibiza 2.35 The 
Goldbergs 3.30 Film: Hugo (2011) 6.00 
The Big Bang Theory 10.00 Tattoo Fixers 
on Holiday11.00Gogglebox1.10 Rude 
Tube: Rude Tunes 2.15 Containment 
Film4 

11.00 The Man from Colorado (1948) 

1.00 Bridge to Terabithia (2007) 3.00 
Aliens in the Attic (2009) 4.55 Moonrise 
Kingdom (2012) 6.45 Grease 2 (1982) 
9.00 The Bourne Legacy (2012) 



Flying Direct from Birmingham 
Departs Sep 27 & Oct 4 2016 

The popular Costa Blanca resort of Calpe has a bit of everything 
- beautiful beaches, a lively and picturesque old town, stunning 
scenery. In the mountains inland from Calpe, are the historic village 
of Guadalest and the medieval city of Alcoy. Thriving Valencia is 
Spain’s third city, behind Madrid and Barcelona, but is at least their 
equal in terms of history and cultural diversity. 

Price includes 

• Return direct flights from Birmingham 

• 7 nights HB 4-star accommodation in Calpe 

• Excursions to Valencia, Guadalest and Alcoy, excursion by light 
railway to Denia, one free spa circuit in the hotel 

• Services of a tour representative 

Walking in Cyprus 

Flying Direct from Birmingham 
Departs Nov 23 2016 

Our holiday base is Paphos, Cyprus’s former capital, with an 
archaeological legacy that has led to the town being placed on 
UNESCO’s World Heritage List. Apart from its history, our interest 
in Cyprus stems from its beautiful lush green countryside, dramatic 
mountain ranges, sandy beaches and excellent weather all year 
round. 

Price includes 

• Return direct flights from Birmingham 

• 7 nights HB accommodation at the 4* Athena Beach Hotel 

• 3 fully guided walks including the Akamas Peninsula 

• Option to extend your holiday 

• Services of a tour representative 


The Costa Blanca, 
Valencia & Guadalest 


Organised by Preferred Travel Services. ABTA No. W3692. Atol No. 5537 
Single supplements apply. Subject to availability. 


For more information or to book, please call: 0116 279 3929 quote WEXP 
or visit: www.preferredts.com/wexp 
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WE ARE FO 


1WEAREGO 



We're not just Good, we're great. Come and find out why... 

Our open events are the perfect opportunity to experience the 
Forge family first hand. You can meet the Principal, enjoy a tour 
of the academy, take part in activities and, most importantly, 
meet our students. 


Open day events 

Thursday 22nd September 6pm-8.30pm 
Saturday 24th September 9am-12pm 


For more information call 01384 566598 
or visit www.ormistonforgeacademy.co.uk 

/ormistonforgeacademy @ormiston_forge 


IFORGE 

I ACADEMY 

cn 
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PICK OF THE WEEK 


FILM CHOICES 


MONDAY 

Rags to Riches: Ultimate Life, Channel 5,3.15pm 

Jason Stevens is busy running his grandfather’s 
foundation, while also having to fend off lawsuits from 
his extended family and lament a fleeing lover. When 
an inherited journal magically sends him back to 
1941, it provides an unparalleled opportunity for him 
to witness the true rags-to-riches story of his late 
grandfather. Drama, starring Logan Bartholomew and 
Peter Fonda. (2013) 

TUESDAY 

Truth and Lies, Channel 5,3.15pm 

Two former best friends and current enemies suspect 
each other of sending anonymous messages that 
threaten to expose their secrets. However, when they 
realise neither are behind it, the teenagers team up to 
investigate the source. Drama, starring Dina Meyer, 
Emily Tennant and Keenan Tracey. (2015) 



Possession, Thursday, BBC1,11.30pm 


WEDNESDAY 

Everything or Nothing: The Untold Story of James 
Bond, ITV, 10.40pm 

Documentary examining the making of the James 
Bond films, featuring contributions from cast and crew 
members of the 26 movies made over the past 50 
years, including 007 actors Daniel Craig, George 
Lazenby, Roger Moore, Timothy Dalton and Pierce 
Brosnan. (2012) 

THURSDAY 

Possession, BBC1,11.30pm 

Rival academics get embroiled in the hunt for proof 
that Victorian poets Randolph Henry Ash and 
Christabel LaMotte were having an affair - but their 
rivalry is tempered by a seemingly irresistible 
attraction between them. Drama from playwright Neil 
LaBute, starring Gwyneth Paltrow. (2002) 

FRIDAY 

Doc Hollywood, ITV, 10.45pm 

An arrogant doctor on his way to California causes an 
accident in a rural South Carolina town and is 
sentenced to community service at the local hospital. 
Initially desperate to leave, he gradually comes to 
appreciate a slower pace of life. Comedy, starring 
Michael J Fox. (1991) 


Looking to make the 
nation proud once again 


T he 2016 Olympic Games will live 
long in the memory, particularly 
for Team GB’s athletes who 
achieved their highest medal haul for 
108 years - even surpassing the 
extraordinary home Games in London 
2012. And now it’s time for Britain’s 
Paralympians to do the business in 
Brazil. 

Tonight, host Clare Balding is back, 
along with The Last Leg’s Adam Hills, 
at the famous Maracana Stadium in 
Rio for what promises to be a 
spectacular ceremony to mark the 
start of the 15th Paralympic Games. 

Expect a Brazilian carnival 
atmosphere to accompany the 
athletes’ parade, which will the first 
chance to catch a glimpse of the 
Team GB athletes who are hoping to 
top the 120 medals they won at 
London 2012. 

The team is packed full of reigning 
Paralympic, world and European 
champions, and expectations are high 
- can the athletes build on the 27 
golds won by Team GB in Rio a few 
weeks ago? Tonight, Balding and Hills 
will be joined by a number of British 
medal prospects. 


Swimmer Ellie Simmonds will be 
competing at her third Paralympics, 
having won two gold medals at Beijing 
in 2008, then adding two more plus a 
silver and bronze in 2012. 

Meanwhile, 23-year-old world record 
breaking wheelchair racer ‘Hurricane’ 
Hannah Cockroft, has been dominant 
in the T34 class for years and will also 
be looking to add to her two golds 
from London. 

Johnny Peacock nearly died from 
meningitis aged five, but was a 
Paralympic gold medallist at 18. Now 
the sprinter has his sights firmly set 
on retaining his 100m title in Rio. 

David Weir tried all manner of 
sports before falling for wheelchair 
racing. 

Now the ‘Weirwolf’ will be attending 
his fifth Games, having made his 
debut in Atlanta in 1996. 

He won Britain’s only track and field 
golds in Beijing before his four golds 
in London. 

And finally there’s cycling supremo 
and former swimmer Sarah Storey, 
Great Britain’s most decorated female 
Paralympian, having won 11 Gold, 


eight Silver and three Bronze medals 
across six Paralympic Games. 

But aside from these more well 
known athletes, Balding and Hills will 
also be profiling several up and 
coming stars ready to shine for Team 
GB in Rio. 

Libby Clegg recently broke the world 
record in the Til 200m at the 
Anniversary Games last year, and 
Kadeena Cox will be competing in both 
the cycling and the athletics this year. 

Lee Pearson will be looking to add 
to his 10-gold medal haul in the 
equestrian, alongside 67-year-old five¬ 
time gold medalist Anne Dunham. 

Meanwhile, Gordon Reid - who won 
the first ever Wimbledon men’s 
wheelchair singles and doubles this 
year - will be competing in the tennis 
along with doubles partner Alfie Hewett. 

Unfortunately, the build up to these 
Games has been plagued with 
problems. However, as with the 
Olympics, the organisers will hope 
that once the action does get under 
way, the athletes will provide the same 
amount of entertainment and 
inspiration as they did in 2012. 



Paralympics 2016: Opening Ceremony Live, Wednesday, Channel 4, 9pm 

BEST OF THE REST 


MONDAY 
Cold Feet 
ITV, 9pm 

Where would the careers of John Thomson, James 
Nesbitt, Fay Ripley, Hermione Norris and Robert 
Bathurst be without Cold Feet? All of them owe the 
much-loved comedy drama a debt of gratitude 
because it turned them into major small screen 
stars. And that’s perhaps why they agreed to 
reassemble for this reunion of their characters, 13 
years after the original run came to an end. This 
run, which is written by the show’s creator, Mike 
Bullen, will reveal what has happened to Adam, 
who was left to raise his son Matthew alone 
following the death of his soulmate Rachel, whether 
Pete and Jenny lived happily ever after, and what 
became of David and Karen, who had gone their 
separate ways. 

TUESDAY 
Motherland 
BBC2,10pm 

The latest comedy pilot from the New on Two 
season looks at the funny side of being a parent 
and follows characters navigating the trials and 
traumas of middle-class motherhood. We meet the 
Alpha Mums’ headed by Amanda (Lucy Punch) who 
is very much the queen bee - everything in her life 


is organised, clean and sparkly. At the other end of 
the spectrum there is Liz (Diane Morgan) who’s 
totally chaotic and feels the kids should enjoy free 
expression. Somewhere in the middle is Julia (Anna 
Maxwell-Martin), who, when she forgets it’s the 
school holidays, realises her organisational skills 
are nowhere near the level of the Alpha Mums’. Also 
in the mix is Kevin (Paul Ready Utopia) - a stay- 
at-home dad, who rather than fighting against 
that, is embracing it with gusto - to the irritation 
of the others. 


WEDNESDAY 

The Great British Bake Off 

BBC1, 8pm 

As bread week arrives, the remaining 
home-bakers must face three tough 
tasks set by Paul Hollywood. For the 
signature bake, the contestants make 
a sweet dough with a twist, and in the 
technical they must face baking 
without an oven. Finally, for the 
showstopper, they are challenged to 
use three different flours to create a 
huge centrepiece and impress judges 
Paul and Mary. Meanwhile, Mel heads 

to Germany to find out how a _ 

baker and a few hundred 


dumplings saved his small town from the ravages 
of 30 years of war. 

THURSDAY 

Inside Scotland Yard with Trevor McDonald 
ITV, 9pm 

For almost 200 years, the name Scotland 
Yard has been synonymous with 
detective work, and now in this two- 
part documentary, Trevor McDonald is 
learning more about the history of the 
Metropolitan Police Service’s world- 
famous headquarters. It’s a quest that 
takes in the building’s Crime Museum, 
which includes exhibits (such as 
nooses, murder weapons and even 
body parts) from some of the Met’s 
most famous cases. It wasn’t just the 
criminals who were up to no good 
| though, as Trevor takes a look at 
some early police disciplinary records, 
which show that in the Met’s first six 
months, nearly half the officers were 
dismissed - drunkenness was the 
most common cause, but one early 
bobby got the boot for milking a 
k cow while on 

duty. 


Cold Feet, Monday, ITV, 9pm 



FRIDAY 

Countrywise: Guide to Britain 
ITV, 8pm 

New series. Ben Fogle and Liz Bonnin travel the 
length and breadth of Britain to discover the 
countryside’s hidden gems, natural wonders and 
great escapes. Ben heads out on a tour of the 
stunning Isles of Scilly with his guide Colin Taylor, 
the police sergeant in charge of this little part of the 
world, while Liz Bonnin is on the Dorset coast on to 
view some of the millions of birds that travel 
thousands of miles to reach these shores each 
spring. 

Would I Lie to You? 

BBC1,8.30pm 

Rob Brydon presents as regular team captains 
David Mitchell and Lee Mack are joined by 
Nadiya Hussain, the winner of last year’s The 
Great British Bake Off who is fresh from her own 
two-part documentary The Chronicles of Nadiya, as 
well as comic and actor Michael Smiley, and 
comedians Bob Mortimer and Diane Morgan. As 
usual, the participants aim to hoodwink their 
opponents with absurd facts and plausible lies 
about themselves in a bid to secure a team victory 
and the dubious honour of being dubbed the liar of 
the week. 



headache 

Try our Express & Star 
Recruitment Remedy 
and we guarantee to 
fill your vacancy. 

Prices start from 


£399+VAT 


MULTI-WINNING 


Call our recruitment 
team on 01902 319227 


Recruiting the 

Express & Star 

right employee 

^3 





XXXI COD 
FISH 6 CHIPS 


DAILY SPECIALS 
SAUSAGE G CHIPS 
TIN ROEG CHIPS 
FISH CARE G CHIPS 
Q NUGGETS G CHIPS 
SAVELOY G CHIPS 
CURRY ; PEAS, 
GRAVY ON TOP 


CURRY SAUCE 
CHINESE SAUCE 
IRISH SAUCE * FAMOUS 
RECIPE FRESH COOKED 
MUSHY PEAS 


HOMEMADE 
CHICKEN INDIAN 
CURRY WITH 
RICE OR CHIPS 

£3.50 
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PUZZLES 


29 


BRAIN GYM 


No.393 


Double Crossword 


Choose either quick or cryptic clues - both 
fit the same grid. 


Codeword 


Each number in the grid represents a different letter of the 
alphabet and every letter of the alphabet is used. Use the 
given letter(s) to the right of the main grid to start you off. 



LAST WEEK’S SOLUTION: 


1 

B 

2 

N 

T 

Y 

5 

D 

6 e 

M 

8 

c 

A 

10 

P 

11 

G 

12 

0 

13 

J 

14 

u 

15 

R 

16 

Q 

17 

V 

18 

F 

19 

1 

20 

L 

21 

X 

22 

s 

23 

K 

24 

w 

25 

z 

26 

H 


Cryptic Clues: 

Across 

1. Worry about 
ornamental work 
(4) 

8. Wipe out an old boy 
who can read (10) 

9. Delightful couple 
initially doing 
damage (8) 

10. Riddle is put back a 
foot (4) 

12. Stable in modern 
terms? (6) 

14. Guardian of the 
southern gate (6) 

15. Concurred it was a 
vice (6) 

17. Red and repaired 
( 6 ) 

18. Little Leonard’s 
glass (4) 


Down 

2. The correct point of 
view is part square 

(5.5) 

3. Excursion bound for 
ancient city (4) 

4. Fish is one in 
position (6) 

5. In which an actor’s 
career is marked? 
( 6 ) 

6. Bars for him are not 
to drink in (8) 

7. Got the texture of 
the material (4) 

11. It fights burning 
issues, of course 

(4.6) 

13. Dislike of one 
rendering (8) 



Sudoku 


Thinking space 


9 



6 

7 


4 



8 


4 

3 







2 

7 








1 

9 


8 


2 

6 












3 

2 

5 



1 

9 








7 

2 




6 



5 

9 


1 



1 


3 

9 



4 


19. 100 is too old to get 16 - Cede jt mistakenly 
insurance risk (8) in dishonesty (6) 


21. The levy means I 
am to gain status 
(10) 

22. Retain a stronghold 
(4) 


17. Being bare, dived 
with nothing on 
recklessly (6) 

18. Placed face up (4) 
20. This class is wild (4) 


Quick Clues: 
Across 

1. Overlook (4) 

8. Superiority (10) 

9. Clandestine (4-4) 
10. Probability (4) 

12. Dwarf (6) 

14. Risky (6) 

15. Store (6) 

17. Rejoinder (6) 

18. Dread (4) 

19. Divide (8) 

21. Methodical (10) 

22. Monarch (4) 


Down 

2. Nullify (10) 

3. Look for (4) 

4. Address (6) 

5. Minister (6) 

6. Echoing (8) 

7. Dregs (4) 

11. Adornment (10) 
13. Produce (8) 

16. Summary (6) 

17. Esteem (6) 

18. Fixed (4) 

20. Boulder (4) 



LAST WEEK’S CROSSWORD SOLUTIONS: 
CRYPTIC - Across: 7 Icons; 8 Leopard; 9 Turns 
in; 10 Ridge; 12 Right way up; 15 Shake hands; 
18 Defer; 19 Tunisia; 21 Grimace; 22 Swede. 
Down: 1 Distressed; 2 Worry; 3 Isis; 4 Clinch; 

5 Borrowed; 6 Maydays; 11 Esplanades; 13 
Ice-cream; 14 Mayfair; 16 Anthem; 17 Ashes; 20 
Nest. QUICK - Across: 7 Odour; 8 Impress; 9 
Shorten; 10 Chill; 12 Court of law; 15 Liveliness; 


5 Spacious; 6 Legible; 11 Law-breaker; 13 
Obliging; 14 Overran; 16 Nature; 17 Chide; 20 
Able. 


Niner 


1. Which prefix denotes one thousand 
millionth part? 

2. In which country is the town of Hamelin, 
famous for the Pied Piper legend? 

3. What can a corundum gem of any 
colour but red be called? 

4. How is the viral disease rubeola better 
known? 

5. Of which mountains is Crete de la Neige 
the highest? 


6. Which tree is also called cob? 

7. Who played Annie Sugden in 
Emmerdale? 

8. Which novelist was secretary to the 
Maharajah of Dewas in 1921? 

9. Which tree has English, white and 
slippery varieties? 

10. What is sorghum? 


Last week’s solutions: 

Quiz: 1 Pheasant; 2 Wet Wet Wet; 

3 Cygnus; 4 Nimes; 5 Naomi Campbell; 

6 St Marylebone; 7 Generator; 8 Nashville; 
9 Brendan Barber; 10 A bird. 

Niner: CENSORIAL 


Each number from 1 to 9 represents a different letter. Solve 
the clues and insert the letters in the appropriate squares to 
discover a word which uses all nine letters. 


73456871 gives a game, 

132287 gives a second game, 
9463 gives a third game. 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 
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All size skips and all areas covered 
Same day delivery faster than 
A phone call!!! 


Scrap cars 
REMOVED FOR FREE 


Open 7 days a week 

07920 88 57 74 
or 01384 24 09 56 





Playhouses, Summer 
Houses and all types of 
fence panels and bays 


Fitted, delivered 
and erected 


SPECIAL OFFER 
6x5 0|P only £15 




There is one small job that you have 
been meaning to do for years - 


Make Your WiL 



Only £ 85.00 (no VAT to pay 

Per person for couples, Mirror Wills. 

Single Wills £90.00 (no VAT to j 

A home visit at a convenient tin 

For information and appointmem calL 

0845 678 7010 

Mobile: 07771 992717 

Wills, Trusts, Lasting Powers of Attorney, Will 
Storage, Estate Planning and Guardiapshi^Trusts 

Members of the Sockjp ^f Will Writers 

Goodwills Legal Services Ltd 




4 PETS WHO KNOW 
A COOP THING! 

W 


WE ARE A CAGE 
FREE SALON 


5* was such a relax¬ 
ing environment for my 
dogs, Dolly and Oscar! 
Thanks 

Kerry-Ann Wolohan 
(Facebook) 


Time to look 
cool with a 
10% DISCOUNT 
during September 
at Poshkutz 




First time I have used Posh 
Kutzfor my dog Cane. 

Wish I had known about 
this place before! 

Beverley Smith 
(Facebook) 


f 117 High Street, Lye, DY9 8JX Call Cary: 01 184 891008/07557 648100 www.poshkutz.weebly.com 


y 


. 07920 . 
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Homeclad 


double 

JlMf iwjm 

MY&NAVY STORE 
Genuine Ex-Army clothing and footwear 


Also stockist of children’s camouflage clothing + safety 
Efootwear. Ex army boots + RAF shoes. 

Ex-army webbing, clothing + work wear, overalls + 
waterproofs, camping equipment + leisure wear Tents, 
Sleeping Bags & Gas Cookers now in stock Specialist 
suppliers for all Duke of Edinburgh & Cadet equipment 


Open 6 days • Closed Sunday 






• FAS Cl AS 

• GUTTERING 

• SOFFITS 

• CLADDING 
•TILE EDGING 

BEST VALUE IN 
THE MIDLANDS 

PREMIUM 

PRODUCTS EXPERTLY 
FITTED BY A LOCAL 
FAMILY COMPANY 


SPECIAL OFFER 

FREE guttering and downpipes 


- 0800 73 13 946 

CALL FOR A NO OBLIGATION QUOTE 

8 ABBOTSFORD DRIVE DUDLEY DY1 2HD 





Halesowen Fireplaces 


AT THE HEART OF YOUR HOME 


NEW SCOOTERS from £595 
USED SCOOTERS from £300 
RISER RECLINERS from £495 
STAIRLIFTS from £1,100 
WHEELCHAIRS from £99 


Showroom: 108C Brettell Lane, Amblecote, Stourbridge, DY8 4BS or call 
07QORO OPEN MON-SAT 
V1 004 OI 0404 FREE PARKING at rear 


Complete Fireplace Packages from £499 

(including fire) 



For a range of Gas and Electric Fires and Surrounds 
visit our showroom (opposite Tyre City on Long Lane) 


® Telephone 0121 559 9985 | G facebook. | 




Unit 14, Long Lane Trading Estate, 
Long Lane, Halesowen B62 9LD 
www.halesowenfireplaces.co.uk 
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eating out 


No question, this is tasty 



Sanam Balti claims to be Cannock’s first balti house 


Owner Akeel presents a cheque for £250 to a Macmillan representative Plenty of room and ideal for a romantic meal or family dining 


IT’S not often I venture out for din¬ 
ner on a work night, but on one 
Wednesday evening, the Sanam 
Balti just seemed so inviting. 

The restaurant, in Cannock Road, 
Chadsmoor, professes to be Cannock’s 
first balti house, having opened its doors 
in 1992. 

It has recently branched out into quiz 
nights, with its inaugural event raising £250 


for Macmillan Cancer Support. My daughter 
and I were instantly welcomed with a warm 
smile and ushered to our table in the light and 
well-decorated premises. 

It’s a large building, but with a great ambi¬ 
ence and ideal for a romantic meal or family 
dining. Large parties can be catered for with a 
separate room upstairs. 

The menu is varied and it was refreshing to 
see many new dishes. My daughter is vegetar¬ 
ian, but was well provided for. We both reg¬ 
ularly eat Indian food so it was refreshing to 


Meal review by Debbie Tavner 


see that there was a lot to choose from on the 
vegetarian menu. 

Rarely have I seen in Indian restaurants 
a children’s menu, but here was one at the 
Sanam, of both English and Indian food, en¬ 
abling children to enjoy a night out with their 
families. 

Akeel, the owner, was quick to point out that 
children eat free on a Sunday. The restaurant 


isn’t licensed to serve alcohol, but diners are 
free to take in their own drinks. 

After poppadums, we tried starters, with a 
vegetable platter for my daughter, made up of 
a vegetable samosa, onion bhaji and a mush¬ 
room bhaji and an unusal-looking Ghurka 
kebab, taken from the additional menu for 
myself. Very tasty they both were, too. 

I was already feeling slightly full before our 
mains, my daughter opting for a traditional 
mushroom korma, while I plumped for a tan- 
doori king prawn and salad. These came with 


side dishes of pilau rice and Bombay potatoes 
- which to my mind were the best potatoes I 
have tasted in a Indian restaurant and were 
the perfect accompaniment. 

A wide selection of desserts are available 
should you have space. But we, alas, didn’t. 

To dine in on a Monday and a Tuesday, pop- 
padoms, a main course and sundry from a set 
menu is just £8.85. A popular Wednesday take¬ 
away offer for £9.95. 

To book a table at the Sanam, call 01543 
462105. 



SALTWELLS INN 


Good Food at Great Prices 


www.saltwellsinn.co.uk To make a booking call: 01384 569224 


SPECIAL NIGHTS 


Tuesday 


PIE AND PUD NIGHT 

Choose from a Selection 
of Pies served with 
Mash or Chips, Peas 
and Gravy. Includes any 
pudding from the menu 

£6.95 


Wednesday 


THE BURGER CLUB 

Handmade 6oz Burgers 
Served with 
different sauces and 
accompaniments 
From 5 pm 

£6.95 


CURRY NIGHT 

Order any Curry and get 
a Pint of Carlsberg or 
Tetleys for just 

£ 1.00 


STEAK NIGHT 
Served with Chips, 
Mushrooms and Onion 
Rings! From 5 pm 

x 2 Sirloins for 

£10.00 

x 2 T-Bones for 

£20.00 


CARVERY 

Monday-Friday 

12-3 


FAMILIES WELCOME 

2 Large Outdoor 
Play Areas 


SUNDAY ROAST 
12-5 

Full menu available 
throughout 


TWO FOR 

£10.00 


GAMMON * PLAICE 
* STEAK & ALE PIE 

* CHEESY PASTA * 80Z RUMP I 

* SAUSAGE & MASH * CHILLI 


Salt wells Lane, 
Dudley DY5 1AX 






















































PROPERTY 



An appealing semi-detached three-bedroom home 


I Halls 

STANLEY FARM SALE FRIDAY 9th SEPTEMBER 2016 


MEARSETOP BARN, HARVINGTON, KIDDERMINSTER, DY10 4LY 

On behalf of Mr & Mrs David Stanley 

MAJOR REDUCTION SALE OF ARABLE 
AND POTATO EQUIPMENT 

Combine/Tractors: New Holland TX32 Combine c/w 15’ header, 2 
Massey Ferguson 3075 Dynashift tractors, Massey Ferguson 165. 
Implements: Claydon Sulky Optiline MP 3m Direct Drill (2009), Kuhn 
HR300 Power Harrow, Vaderstad 3m Carrier 300 discs, Claydon 
3m Stubble Rake (2014), Opico He-Va Vari Flex 6m Cambridge Roll, 
Kverneland LD100 4 Furrow Reversible Plough, Dowdeswell Bed 
Former, Kongskilde Inter Row Cultivator, Masters Dryers Super 100 
10T Batch Grain Dryer, Reco Sulky DPV PrinaTwin Disc Fertiliser 
Spreader, Nicholson Conveyor Auto Bag Stitcher, 2 Farm Master 10T 


A most appealing, three- 
bedroomed modern-style 
semi-detached family home in 
Minehead Road, Dudley, has just 
joined the property market. 

It is for sale through Taylors at 
£149,950 with the huge advantage of 
having no chain. 

In a popular location and with 
gas central heating and double 
glazing its accommodation briefly 


DUDLEY 

£149,950 


comprises an entrance hall, a sitting 
room with a good sized dining area 
with plenty of space for a table and 
chairs, as well as a beam-effect to 
the ceiling and walls and a feature 
inglenook-style fireplace housing a 
fire with a canopy over on a quarry- 


tiled hearth. There is an L-shaped 
breakfast kitchen with plenty of 
modern light-wood-effect units with 
a pantry, three bedrooms and a 
bathroom. 

Outside is a block paved drive 
with ample space for a number of 
vehicles, and there is a garage and 
an enclosed rear garden. 

Contact Taylors on 01902 880888 
or www.taylors-estateagents.co.uk 


Cottons 


Twin Axle 100 Grain Trailers. Potato Equipment: Reekie CleanFlow 
2000 System Potato Harvester, Juko Single Row Bulker Potato 
Harvester, Grimme VL30B Potato Planter, Standen-Echo 240S Potato 
Planter, Reliance 500 Destoner. 

Friday 9th September 2016 - 10.30am 
Enquiries to T: 01562 820880 Catalogues: hallsgb.com/auctions 


www. cottons.co.uk 






Forthcoming 
Auction 


32 LOTS 

For full details of our lots available, or 
for advice on any aspect of Buying or 
Selling by Auction. 

Call our friendly and professional 
Auction team on 0121 247 2233 


Cottons 

CNAITimO lURVtYORt 


TUESDAY 6TH SEPTEMBER 2016 

to be held at The Aston Villa Football Club 


Auctioneers of Residential and Commercial Property, 
Land and Development Opportunities 


Considering Buying at Auction? 

Call for your Catalogue 

Considering Selling by Auction? 

Call for your No Obligation Appraisal 


Tel: 0121 247 2233 or 
email auctions@cottons.co.uk 
www.cottons.co.uk 


THE FORMER RED COW PUBLIC HOUSE. 
EDGESTREET, BILST0N 


116 KATHERINE ROAD, 
BEARWOOD, SMETHWICK 


8 PHOENIX RISE, 
WEDNESBURY 


48 CARNEGIE AVENUE, 
TIPTON 


2A & 3B HIGH STREET, 
LYE, STOURBRIDGE 


86 PERRY BARR LOCKS. 
WALSALL ROAD, GREAT BARR 


6 ORCHARD GROVE, 
DUDLEY 


110 BIRMINGHAM ROAD, 
LICHFIELD 


LOCK COTTAGE. HATTON BOTTOM LOCK, 
OLD BUDBROOKE ROAD, WARWICK 
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32 DRIVETIME 


X factor in Mazda 3 and 5 


Mazda’s compact CX-3 is an ur¬ 
ban crossover that’s reprising 
the success of its CX-5 big broth¬ 
er. 

Mazda pulls out all the stops and 
condenses all the best bits of the gor¬ 
geous CX-5 into a smaller package. 
The CX-3 comes in front or all-wheel 
drive, and is offered with petrol or die¬ 
sel power. It’s light and it’s good look¬ 
ing, with a chunky equipment list and 
reasonable pricing. 

What more could you ask for? 

All too often, cars in this class look gawky, 
too stubby, too tall and too narrow. Some¬ 
how the CX-3 just looks right, thanks to its 
cab-back body and long bonnet proportion¬ 
ing. The predatory headlights are anything 
but cutesy and the coupe-like roofline gives 
it a real sporting stance. 

Like most crossovers in this class, the 
CX-3 is offered with a choice of front or all¬ 


wheel drive chassis, and petrol and diesel 
engines. There are front-wheel drive models 
and the range-topping Sport Nav is all-wheel 
drive. The CX-3 is also offered with both man¬ 
ual and automatic transmissions. 

Mazda’s almost fanatical devotion to 
stripping unnecessary weight out of its cars 
means that although many of its cars look 
pretty substantial, they can weigh as much 
as a car in the next class down. This has all 
sorts of beneficial effects, not only in terms 
of vehicle dynamics but also when it comes 
to efficiency. Case in point: the CX-3 front- 
wheel drive diesel variant. With emissions of 
just 105g/km, this model has an official com¬ 
bined economy of 70.6mpg. 

When it comes to compact SUVs and 
crossovers, Mazda’s CX-5 may very well be 
the best car of this kind you can buy, espe¬ 
cially in revised form with slicker suspension. 

The market’s fastest growing segment 
right now is that for crossovers and compact 
soft-roading SUVs. If you want something 
that offers the best of both and offers the 




Mazda pulls out all the 
stops and condenses 
all the best bits of the 
CX-5 into a smaller 
package - the CX-3 


finest driving dynamics, the lowest run¬ 
ning costs, the most space and arguably 
the best value in the class, then it’s hard to 
ignore Mazda’s improved CX-5. But try one 
and you might just think it to be the best. 

The CX-5 is excellently packaged, has 
class-leading economy and emissions 
plus driving dynamics that set a new 
benchmark in this sector. Add in a high 
specification and competitive pricing and 
you’ve a compelling proposition, especial¬ 
ly since recent suspension and refinement 
improvements. 


As for off road prowess, this car has a 
set-up in which the torque is automatical¬ 
ly split according to the terrain you’re on, 
so it can direct 100 per cent of drive to the 
front wheels in normal conditions, with up 
to 50 per cent then directed to the rear 
wheels if slip is detected. 

The Mazda CX-5 is the least expensive 
car to run in its segment as well as being 
the best equipped. 

It’s yet another example of Mazda going 
its own way, and doing things differently to 
the rest of the herd. 



Halesowen Autos • 

Quality Used Cars At Great Prices 


✓Paintwork scratches 

Local: 01384 429568 
Mobile: 07500 858428 

Email us: halesowen.stourbridge@chipsaway.co.uk 

www.chipsawayhalesowenandstourbridge.co.uk 
Visit us: Unit 9 Lye Valley Industrial Estate, 
Bromley Street, Lye DY9 8HX 


✓Dented panels 


VALLEY 
IND. ESTATE 


ChipsAway, 


ChipsAway 

Scratches and scuffs won’t dent your pocket 


CAR OFTHEWEEK 


13/13 Fiat Scudo 2.0 
Multijet Diesel 130 
Panorama Family L2 
5dr 8 Seater, 46k, Beige,Alloys, 
Climate Control, CD, E/Windows 
£10995 
£58 Per Week 


09/09 Mercedes C180K Sport 

5dr Automatic Estate,ONLY 35k MILES,Silver,AMG 

Alloys, Half Leather, CD, Climate Control, Park Sensors 

£10495 / £56 Per Week 


08/57 Audi TT 2.0T FSI 2drSTronic 

Convertible Automatic, 55k, Red Metallic, Alloys, Grey 
Leather, CD, E/Roof, E/Windows 

£10495 / £56 Per Week 


07/57 Mercedes SLK200K 1.8 

2drTip Hard-top Convertible Automatic, 56k, Blue, 
Alloys, Cream Leather, Heated seats, CD, E/Roof 

£9695 / £50 Per Week 


09/09 Audi A42.0TDI Diesel 143 SE 

5dr MultitronicAuto Estate, 88k, Black, 
Alloys, Digital Air Con, CD, E/Windows 

£8495 / £47 Per Week 


09/59 Mercedes C250 Blue-Efficiency 2,2 CDI Diesel Elegance 
84k, Grey, Black Leather, Alloys, CD, 
E/Windows 

£8495 / £47 Per Week 


10/10 Fiat Doblo 1.4 8Y Dynamic High Roof 
5dr Mobility Wheelchair Access Vehicle, 39k, Red, 
Wheelchair Access Ramp, Alloys, CD, E/Windows 

£6495 / £33 Per Week 


06/56Toyota Rav-4 XT4 D-4D 2.2 Diesel 4WD 

5dr, 75k, Silver,Alloys, Air Con, CD, 
E/Windows, E/Sunroof 

£6495 / £33 Per Week 


m 


1 08/08 Nissan Qashqai Acenta 1.6 

5dr, 52k, Black,AlloyWheels, CD Player, Bluetooth, 
E/Windows, Cruise Control, Parking Sensors 

£6495/£33 Per Week 


1 07/57 Mini Cooper 1.6 Cooper Sidewalk 
12dr Convertible, 63k, Silver,Alloys,Tan Leather,Air 
| Con, CD, E/Roof, E/Windows 

£5995 / £31 Per Week 


1 09/09 Ford Fiesta 1.25 Zetec 

3dr, ONLY 26k MILES, Red,Alloys,Air Con, CD 
Player, Electric Windows 

£5795 / £30 Per Week 


10/10 Skoda Fabia l.9TDi Sport 
60k, Mauve with White Roof, Alloys, 
Air Con, CD, E/Windows 

£5495 / £28 Per Week 


I 07/07 Volkswagen Touran 1.6 S 
5dr 7 Seater MPV, 70k, Black,Alloys, 
Air Con, CD, Electric Windows 

£4995 / £26 Per Week 


09/58Vauxhall Corsa l.4i 16V Design 

15dr Automatic, 45k, Blue Metallic, 

1 Alloys, Air-Con, CD, E/Windows 

£4995 / £26 Per Week 


1 08/58 Citroen Berlingo Multispace l.6i I6VVTR 
I 5dr MPV, 49k miles, Beige, E/Windows, 
' CD, Sliding Side Doors 

SOLD 


08/58 Fiat Bravo 1.9 Multijet Diesel Dynamic 
5dr, 61 k, Blue, Alloys, CD, Air-Con, 
E/Windows 

£3495 / £18 Per Week 


2005/05 Citroen C3 l.4i I6VXTR 

5 dr Sensodrive Automatic, ONLY 53k Miles, Black,Alloys, 
CD, Electric Panoramic Glass Sliding Sunroof, E/Windows 

£2395 / £19 Per Week 


Finance example: 2009 Vauxhall Corsa Automatic. Cash Price £4995, Deposit £300, Amount of credit £4695, Fixed interest rate 6.25% Flat rate, 11.8% Apr, 60 monthly 
Payments of £110.53 (£25.50 per week) Total amount payable £4991.04 (Includes Document fee and Completion fee, Subject to status) 


FINANCE AVAILABLE • PART EXCHANGE 
WARRANTIES AVAILABLE • WE BUY CARS 


1 CROSS STREET, HALESOWEN B63 4RT 

Tel: 0121 501 3840 

www.halesowenautos.co.uk 


Free Estimates Lifetime Guarantee Most Repairs Completed in One Day 
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Car redefines crossover 


By John Griffiths 

If you’re a relatively small player 
in a fierce game against the big 
boys of the motor industry, per¬ 
haps your best bet is to find a 
gap in the market and fill it. 

That’s what SsangYong has done 
with its largest offering, the Tourismo, 
which has much in common (size 
apart) with its better known Korando 
stablemate. 

It’s a diesel-powered seven-seater, with 
the option of four wheel drive and automatic 
transmission, and even the top of the range 
model costs less than £25,000: there’s not a 
lot more out there with the same credentials. 

Plus it comes with the advantage of a five 
years, unlimited mileage, warrany. 

The new model benefits from the Korean 
company’s new 2.2 litre, 178PS mated to a 
slick Mercedes-Benz seven-speed auto tr- 
anmission, compared to its predecessor’s 
2.0 litres, 155PS and five speed box. This 
alone has transformed the car, making it 
smoother and more driveable, for the sort of 
relaxed progress you’d expect of for a family 
on tour, as the name suggests. 

The interior is marked out by its intelligent 
seating arrangement, although there is a lot 
of hard plastic surfaces which reflect cost 
savings. On the up side, the plastic could be 
an advantage if you’re transporting young 
children or pets and want something that 
wipes down easily. 

But it’s the 2-2-3 seating layout which for 
me sets the Tourismo apart from many oth¬ 
er seven-seaters. The front pair are Ameri- 
can-style ‘captain’s chairs’, mirrored by the 
secnd row pair which are seperated by an 


‘aisle’ which gives easier access to the rear 
bench of three seats. 

It also means you can put your tallest 
passenger in the centre rear seat, as he/she 
will have plenty of room to stretch their legs 
along the centre aisle. The rear bench is re¬ 
movable, so if necessary you can increase 
the already generous 875 litres of boot 
space to a cavernous 3,146 - more than 
some vans. Unusually long items of cargo 
can be slotted in along the central aisle. 

The top of the range ELX model tested 
costs £25,955, although the Tourismo range 
starts a some £6,000 less. The optional 
Kenwood satnav with central colour touch 
screen added £900 to the basic price tag, 
though. 

The main instrument cluster, although 
large and clear, is centrally mounted which, 
at least during my test drive, isn’t as intuitive 
in use as a more traditional behind the steer¬ 
ing wheel arrangement. 

The Tourismo rides smoothly and is rea¬ 
sonably dynamic for a large vehicle, al¬ 
though few buyers of this big cruiser will be 
attempting sports car cornering with it. 

The seven speed auto transmission is 
highly responsive and smooth, with gear 
changes hardly noticeable. You can change 
manually using a thumb switch on the gear 
lever, which is at least as good, if not a better 
solution, that the now de rigeur flappy pad¬ 
dles. 

The American-style, foot-operated parking 
brake is something else you get used to. 

Upholstery in the ELX is leather clad, and 
an automatic air conditioning system with 
ceiling vents and fan controls ensures all 
passengers get the benefit. 

All Tourismos get full connectivity through 
the audio system, electric windows and door 
mirrors, and tinted glass. 



Big estate and people 
carrier all in one rather 
stylish shape - not as boxy 
as some people carriers or 
as square and chunky as 
some SUVs 


Further up the range SsangYong adds 
leather upholstery, an electrically adjusta¬ 
ble driver’s seat, cruise control and park¬ 
ing sensors. The flagship ELX also gets 
automatic headlamps and wipers, 17-inch 
alloys and solar controlled glass. 

It is also the model which comes with 
selectable four wheel drive and (increas¬ 
ingly unusual even in the SUV world) a 
low range transmission, ideal for those 
who tow a large caravan or horsebox (the 
braked trailer limit is 2,000kg). 

The Tourismo’s new engine has an of¬ 
ficial fuel average of 36.2mpg with auto¬ 


matic transmission, which translates into 
a C02 rating of 205g/km. Figures for the 
manual are better at 39.2mpg and 189g/ 
km. 

There’s a lot of talk in the car world about 
‘crossovers’, vehicles capable of fulfilling 
more than one role. The Tourismo rede¬ 
fines the term as a 4x4, big estate and peo¬ 
ple carrier all in one rather stylish shape - 
not as boxy as some people carriers or as 
square and chunky as some SUVs. 

It also undercuts them, in some cases 
by thousands of pounds, so if it fits your 
needs it’s worth a look. 


MAflAGER 



TERMS OF AGREEMENT 

43 MOnTHS 

42 MOnTHLY PAYMEnTS 

OF £161.03 

TOTAL CHARGE FOR CREDIT 

£1,418.64 

CASH OF VEHICLE 

£8,995.00 

AMOUnT OF CREDIT 

£8,496.00 

CUSTOMER DEPOSIT 

£499.00 

TOTAL AMOUNT PAYABLE 

£10,413.64 

OPTIOnAL FILIAL PAYMEnT 

£3,151.38 

inTEREST 

£1,418.64 

1 IDTEREST RATE 

1 3.56% 

APR 

6.9% 


SPECIAL’S 



TERMS OF AGREEMENT 

43 MOUTHS 

42 MOnTHLY PAYMEnTS 

OF £108.79 

TOTAL CHARGE FOR CREDIT 

£1,162.43 

CASH OF VEHICLE 

£6,995.00 

AMOUnT OF CREDIT 

£6,496.00 

CUSTOMER DEPOSIT 

£499.00 

TOTAL AMOUNT PAYABLE 

£8,157.43 

OPTIOnAL FinAL PAYMERT 

£3,089.25 

inTEREST 

£1,162.43 

inTEREST RATE 

3.56% 

APR 

6.9% 


Selected Annual Mileage 6,000. Excess mileage will be charged at a rate of 14.9 pence per mile ( Plus VAT) for the first 5000 miles and at twice that rate there after. Representative example, available through Hyundai Capital UK LTD T/A Hyundai Finance, is valid or 14 days from 28/07/2016. It does not commit the creditor to enter into an agreement with you 
it is not an offer to sell the above or any other vehicle to you. Terms and Conditions apply. You will not own the vehicle until all payments are made, Applicant must be 18 or over, Guarantees/ indemnities may be required. At the end of the personal contract purchase there are three options (i) Part Exchange the vehicle. 

(ii) Pay the Guaranteed Future Value to own the vehicle or (iii) Return the vehicle. Further charges may be made subject to the condition of the vehicle Hyundai Capital uk Ltd T/A Hyundai Finance RH1 1SR. 


All Electric Hyundai 01562 549794 

3 Churcfitelds, Kidderminster. Worcestershire DY10 2JL wwwellelectrlc.cauk/hyunda* 


r 
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34DMVET1ME 



OakGarage® 

.co.uk 

Oak Garage your local RAC Approved Dealer. 




Our Low Mileage Selection 

13 Ford Focus 1.6 Zetec 5dr, Brown Only 4000 Miles 
65 Vauxhall Adam 1.2i Jam 3dr Red Only 5000 Mies 

63 Ford C-max 1.6 TDCi Zetec Black Only 6000 Miles 

14 Peugeot 208 1.4 e-HDi Access+ EGO, Grey Only 8000 Miles 
14 Vauxhall Zafira 1.7 CDTi Exclusiv [110] Brown 10000 Miles 

64 Suzuki SX4 S Cross 1.6 SZ3 5dr, Red Only 11000 Miles 

63 Vauxhall Insignia 2.0 CDTi [140] Design Nav White 

12 Vauxhall Insigni a 2.0 CPU [160] SRi Auto, Black 12000 Miles 
Citroen 

10 Citroen C3 Picasso 1.6 HDi 16V Exclusive Red 28k 

13 Citroen C3 Picasso 1.6VT116V VTR+ EGS6 White 28k 
13 Citroen C3 Picasso 1.6 VT116V VTR+ EGS6 Red 31 k 
60 Citroen C4 Grand Picasso 1.6HDi 16V VTR Rus Red 34k 

64 Citroen C4 Picasso 1.6 HDi VTR+ Blue Only 13000 Miles 

11 Citroen C4 Picasso 1.6 HDi VTR+ EGS6 Grey 28K 
Ford 

64 Ford Omax 1.6 TDCi Titanium 5dr, Blue 30k 

12 Ford Fiesta 1.25 Zetec Silver Only 15000 Miles 

13 Ford Focus 1.6 125 Zetec Powershift, Silver 13k 
62 Ford Galaxy 1.6 TDCi Zetec 5dr [Start Stop], Black 61 k 

Nissan 

13 Nissan Juke 1.5 dCi Acenta Blue 32k 
13 Nissan Juke 1.6 Acenta Red 24k 
59 Nissan Note 1.4 Acenta 5dr, Black 36K 
13 Nissan Note 1.4 N-Tec+ 5dr, Black 24k 
13 Nissan Note 1.5 [90] dCi N-Tec+ White 25k 
08 Nissan Note 1.6 Acenta 5dr Auto, Silver 62k 

13 Nissan Note 1.6 N-Tec+ 5dr Auto, White 20k 
64 Nissan Qashqai 1.5 dCi Tekna White Only 17000 Miles 
Peugeot 

14 Peugeot 2008 1.6 e-HDi Active 5dr EGC, Blue 20K 
13 Peugeot 3008 1.6 e-HDi 115 Active II EGC Black 30k 
13 Peugeot 3008 1.6 e-HDi 115 Active 11 EGC Grey 49k 
13 Peugeot 3008 1.6 HDi 115 Active II Silver 34k 

13 Peugeot 308 1.6 HDi 92 Active 5dr [Sat Nav], Black 35K 
Renault 

14 Renault Captur 1.5 dCi 90 Dynamique S MediaNav Blue 22k 
08 Renault Clio 1.5 dCi 86 Dynamique Blue 
13 Renault Grand Scenic 1.5 dCi Dynamique TomTom Red 29k 
07 Renault Modus 1.5 dCi 86 Dynamique 5dr Euro 4, Silver 37K 
13 Renault Scenic 1.5 dCi Dynam TomTom Blue 38K 

Sales Line Open Every Day Untill 9pm 
Call Steve 07747633329 


£9,995 
£8,795 
£10,495 
£8,495 
£9,295 
£8,995 
£11,495 . 
£9,995 | 


£6,495 

£7,295 

£6,995 

£6,995 

£11,295 

£7,495 

£10,995 

£7,495 

£8,795 

£10,995 

£9,295 

£8,795 

£4,795 

£6,995 

£7,295 

£3,795 

£7,495 

£16,995 

£9,995 

£8,495 

£7,995 

£8,495 

£6,995 

£10,995 

£2,995 

£9,695 

£2,995 

£8,495 


Vauxhall 

13 Vauxhall Astra Gtc 2.0 CDTI 16V SRi 3dr, Red 19k 

61 Vauxhall Corsa 1.2 SXi Silver 40K 

10 Vauxhall Corsa 1.4i 16V [100] SE 5dr Auto, Silver 37k 

10 Vauxhall Corsa 1.4i 16V [100] SE Silver 51k 

61 Vauxhall Meriva 1,4i 16V Exclusiv Black 39K 

63 Vauxhall Mokka 1.7 CDTi SE 5dr 4WD, White 43K 

12 Vauxhall Zafira 1.6i [115] Design Red 22k 
Others 

11 Chevrolet Spark 1.0i + 5dr, Silver 31K 

12 Kia Spoilage 1.7 CRDi ISG 2 Black 43k 
58 Lexus Is 5.0 V8 IS F Auto Red 58k 

13 Seat Atea XI 1.6 TDI CR SE Copa Red Only 17000 Miles 

62 Seat Leon 1.6 TDI CR SE Copa 5dr, White 45k 

13 Skoda Roomster 1.2 TSI 105 SE 5dr DSG, Red 35k 
13 Suzuki Splash 1.2 SZ4 5dr Auto, Blue 44K 

62 Volvo XC60 D5 [215] R Design AWD Geartronic White 24k 


£8,995 

£4,995 

£5,295 

£4,795 

£5,795 

£11,995 

£7,495 


Choice of 
Nissan Notes 




Another 100 Low Mileage Cars Available Soon See Details At: 

www.oakgarage.co.uk 

Unit I , Sterling Park, Brierley Hill DY5 ITB 

Tel: 01384 75097 

Opening Times: Mon-Thu: 9-6, Fri-Sat: 9-5, Sun: I 1-4 


Hot hatch 
has plenty 
of grunt to 
get going 

By Matt Joy 


I rather like hot hatches. There’s something 
brilliant about a nippy, sharp-handling car 
that comes in a handily-sized package. 

That’s exactly how I’d describe the Seat Ibiza Cu- 
pra. It’s powered by a 1.8-litre turbocharged petrol 
engine which produces just shy of 190bhp. 

Though that might not sound impressive straight away, 
the torque figure certainly is - 320Nm. This is the most use¬ 
ful part of the car, and it means that the little Cupra has more 
than enough grunt to handle almost every situation. 

I was handed a car with under 200 miles on the clock, 
which means it’s in that irritating running-in period. You’ve 
got to keep the revs and the speed in check, and this can be 
close to infuriating in a hot hatch. 

That said, with the amount of torque mentioned, it’s an 
easy car in which to travel along briskly without really need¬ 
ing to stress the engine. This also makes it immensely easy 
to drive on the motorway, and thanks to a sixth gear it’s qui¬ 
et, too. 

System 

The interior of the car is solid, and features a large in¬ 
fotainment screen that incorporates Apple CarPlay and 
Android Auto. It’s a system that works really well, and the 
sound it emits isn’t half bad either. 

The seats aren’t too heavily bolstered, as is on-trend with 
hot hatches of late, but that isn’t such a bad thing - they still 
do the job just fine. 

Everything feels as though it’s had a good amount of 
thought lavished upon it, so it’s worth paying to appreciate 
what’s on offer. 

So what are the initial impressions of the Cupra? Well, 
it’s a car that does anything but become unstuck around 
the bends. 

Even keeping the revs low, you can easily carry speed 
through the twisty stuff thanks to handling that is confidence 
inspiring at all times. There’s great weight to the steering, 
and this can be increased by pressing the Sport button on 
the dash. 

It also sounds like a proper hatch. We’re quite sure it fea¬ 
tures some piped-in noise, but from the outside it certainly 
gives off a sporty exhaust note. Just what a hot hatch needs, 
then. 

On a recent trip to Silverstone it coped just fine with mo¬ 
torway miles, riding well on some less-than-perfect surfac¬ 
es. I wasn’t able to get it out on to the track (and I think the 
factory fresh gearbox will thank me for that) but I’ve got an 
inkling that it would be a hoot on the circuit. One day soon, 
perhaps. 

I’m looking forward to seeing how the Cupra loosens up 
over time. 

We’ll be pitting it against some rivals shortly, and I’m quite 
sure it’ll hold its own. 


TESTED 

Model: Seat Ibiza Cupra, £18,900 

Engine: 1.8-litre turbocharged petrol. Power: 
189bhp 

Max speed: 146mph 
0-62mph: 6.9 seconds 
Emissions: 145g/km 
MPG : 45.6mpg (combined) 




















































Double Glazing 


Electricians 


Gardening 


Blinds4Less 

Choose From a fantastic range! 
-Pleated -Venetians 
-Romans -Curtains 
-Verticals -Awnings 
-Rollers -Shutters 
New range of Chainless Verticals 
and Night and Day Rollers 
Give us a try before you buy! 
Contact us on 
01384 886162 
and 07989 588728 

Blinds4lessdirect.com 


C ETHERIDGE 

BUILDING SERUIGES 

• Extensions 

• Alterations 

• Roofing Over35yrs 

• Landscaping expef/ence 

• Block paving ^ 

• General property 
maintenance. 

For a FREE quote call Chris 

01384 635627 
07989 738732 



* experience 

f AII aspects 
of carpentry 
inc: 

Stairs, Kitchens, Decking and 
Fascias, Loft Conversions 

For a FREE quote telephone 

07812 125353 
01384 412933 


FREDEN 

DECOR 

Do You Need A Plasterer, 
Painter or Decorator? 

TELEPHONE FRED FOR A RELIABLE 
AND PROFESSIONAL SERVICE 

Fully insured 

Free quotes and advice on: 

07904 441412 DAYTIME 
01384 572371 AFTER 6PM 


JOHN MORRIS 

Interior & Exterior 
Decorating 
Artexing & Coving 
Over 35 years experience 

FREE ESTIMATES 

01384 349 375 
07710 133 445 


Driveways 


DISCOUNT 

DRIVEWAYS 

Block Paving and Tarmac 
Drives • Paths • Patios 
Slabbing • Red Tarmac 
Car Parks 

5 Year Guarantee 
On All Work 

Free Quotations and Advice 

Tel: 01384 79900 • 07583 170190 
www.discountdriveways.co.uk 


4 ACE PAVING SERVICES LTD ? 

Tarmacing • Concrete Imprint • Block Paving and Patios 
Landscaping • Turfing • Fencing and Decking 
Power Washing • 5 year guarantee 
FREE estimate *15 years experience • Fully insured 

01384 847115 I 01217692193 I 07448031419 

Web:wwwacepavingservices.co.uk 
Email:acepavingservices@outlook.com 
Cradley Enterprise Centre, Maypole Fields, 

■JlLli _ Halesowen B63 2QB _ 



Driveways & Patios 


Ttent ftk 

PiTiJO Sp&CJUlJSKS 

• FENCING 

• TURFING 

• LANDSCAPING 

• BLOCK PAVING 

• TARMACADAM 

• DRAINAGE SYSTEMS 

• AGGREGATES AND CHIPPINGS 

• HIGH PRESSURE CLEANING 


FREE WRITTEN QUOTATION 

Tel:01384 466 950 
Mob: 07708 332 005 


• - . 


www.trentlandscapes.co.uk 



Cressage Paving 


Specialists in: 

Block Paving,Tarmacing, 
Landscaping, Gravelling, 
Patios, Forecourts, 
Fencing and Driveways 
All Groundwork undertaken 


FREE WRITTEN QUOTATION 


Mini Digger & 
Driver available 


3* 


01384 944032 
Mob: 07879 073702 


www.cressage-group.co.uk 



Misted Sealed Units? 


kirk (Enuntry (glazing 


Contact US for a FREE quote! 

Manufacturers 
& Installers of r~~\ 
A - windows, doors & 
conservatories 

'A' Rated Windows as Standard 


10 YEAR GUARANTEE 




Please see our customer reviews 
on either Homepro or Which 

/f / &*iesiG4f, eJJ(icie*vt uaUuQ&uaL A A 
w W that ujQ+tt caU tlte. easitlt S S 

Station Street, Cradley Heath, B64 6AJ 

m 01384 566100 

dv www.blackcountryglazing.com EL 

motet cpn.r* If ENSAj ^ 


Fencing 


Fencing ft Cates 


ft 


All Garden Work Undertaken 

• Slabbing • Block Paving • Tree Felling 
• Turfing • Garden Clearance 
NO JOB TOO SMALL 
Manufacturers of all Concrete Products 
eg. Concrete Posts, Gravel Boards 
All work guaranteed Insurance work undertaken 
Over I 5 years experience (Public liability covered) 

Call Steve on 

01384242891 or 07970 300586 


iSTOURBRIDGElFENCING^iP.flUINGe 


Turfing Gates 

Treb Cutting Garden Sheds 

P^vinb / Slabbing Available 
1 Fencing Rubbish Removal 

Contact us nn 07572 687123 


M Bioelectric 


All domestic and commercial 
electrical works undertaken 

Home rewiring from £800 


For a high quality 
local service call: 

01384 660398 
07939 503905 


+- 


mbelectric. co.ukl 




Roberts 

Guttering 

Services 

20% Discount 



Local Specialists 
Dry Verge Units Fitted 
For All aspects of 
cleaning & repair call 
Robert for a 
FREE quote on 
07767869792 
We Fit UPVC 
Soffits & Fascias 



*Tree Surgeon Specialist *Stump Grinding/Root Removal 
*Hedges Pruned/Shaped *Jungles Cleared/Full Landscapes 
fencing *Turfing Concreting *Driveways & Patios 
*Plus Much More Call Now For a No Obligation Quotation 

www.rowangroup.co.uk 
01384 213644 or 07733 226568 


AGE CONCERN & Local Authority Contractor, N.P.T.C. qualified, 
Public Liability Insurance (£5 million) All staff C.R.B. Certified 

PART OF THE ROWAN GROUP OF COMPANIES 



LINDOPS 

LANDSCAPES 

All Landscape Work Undertaken 
No Job Too Small or Too Big 
FREE QUOTATIONS 
All aspects of Tree Surgery, 
Block Paving, Fencing, etc 
Est. 25 Years 

Ex. Botanical Gardener 

0121-421 2858 
07583 - 7-48872 


(Mo 




IMkdblMjiyscs] 23 wsem 

Gardening & Landscaping Services 

Including: • Tree Lopping • Hedge Cutting 
• Lawn Mowing • Fencing & Slabbing 
• Low Maintenance Landscaping • Gardens Cleared 

FULLY INSURED • OAP DISCOUNTS 


www.ragardenservices.net 


SEDGLEY 
TREE CARE 


Professional Tree Surgeon 
All aspects of tree work undertaken 

• CONTRACT TREE CLIMBER 

• TREE REMOVAL 

• CROWN REDUCTION 

• STUMP GRINDING 

• HEDGE TRIMMING 

• GARDEN CLEARANCES 
ALL WASTE REMOVED 
NPTC QUALIFIED 

07746813358 or 
01902 659 692 

FOR A FREE QUOTE 




Loft Ladders 


The Lift Ladder man 

Loft Ladders rinn 
fitted from 1 1 

11 llCU IIUIII inclusive 

New or enlarged hatches 
T & G Flooring, Lighting w b e e ™ lM 
Call Luke on any like 

07779 118807 or forlike 
01384 833025 

Iukejs248@gmail.com 


quote 
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Plumbing & Heating 



Solutions 


WORCESTER accredited installer 


NEW GASTEK HOME SAFE PLAN 

Affordable Breakdown Cover from just £9.99 per month 

> Annual Boiler Service - • Boiler Repairs Heating Controls 
v ! Hot & Cold Piping Gas Supply Ripe 1 Electrics 
{Toilet & Taps Unlimited Call Outs 
Internal & External Drains Gas Supply Ripe 
1 O yr Boiler Replacement Parts & Labour 
• Water Supply pipe 

Call us now for the following services 

• Boiler Services • Bathroom Installations 

• Landlord Checks • Power Flushing 

• Full Central Heating Systems • Gas Appliance Installations 

• Boiler Swaps and Conversions • All Domestic Plumbing Work 

- LPG Gas Appliance Service and Installations 
NEW SHOWROOM NOW OPEN 

Unit B 15 Anchor Business Park, Dudley OY2 9AF 
Office open 8am - 6pm Monday - Friday 8am - 4pm Saturday 

Tel: 01384 560856 


info@Gasteksolutions.co.uk | 

[ - 


www.gasteksolutions.co.uk 

“l—T- 


^WORCESTER 


KEN PERRY 

Plumbing & Heating Engineer 

Gas Fitting, Boiler Servicing 
and Immersion Heaters, 

Multi Point Water Heaters, 
Landlord’s Gas Certificates, 
Boilers changed 

Guild of Master Crafstmen 
Gas Safe Registered 

STOURBRIDGE 392284 



& Repairs 


Decorating, Gardening, 
Fencing Repairs, Woodwork, 
Locks, Windows & Doors 
Fitted & Replaced 
Flat Pack Assembly 

Call 07814 379166 
or 01384 839366 


Skip Hire 




All size skips and all areas covered 
Same day delivery faster than 
A phone call!!! 

Open 7 days a week 

07920 88 57 74 or 01384 24 09 56 


MATHEMATICS 

Set a step ahead this summer 
Finding Maths difficult? 

Increase confidence and improve 
skills with a qualified,experienced 
specialist Maths teacher. 
Primary,Secondary and Adult 
learners welcome. 

New Curriculum incorporated. 
Numeracy prep for professional 
entrance assessments. 

No fee for initial consultation. 

Telephone 07712 427936 




Quality 

• uPVC • Fascias • Soffits • Guttering 
• Tile Edging • Roofing 



Also 


CONCRETE GUTTERING 


Specialist removal 
Replacing with 
Modern low maintenance 
Upvc Fascias and Soffits 


All work 
guaranteed 
with HomePro 
Insurance 

Registered with 


Membership 

lomePro No 554518 



No Free 
Gimmicks 
Family 
Business 

Local 

References 
if required 

Giving homeowners peace of mind 
ALWAYS FREE ADVICE 
AND QUOTATION 

Freephone 




0800 799 9413 

to speak to Mark 

123 Amblecote Road, Brierley Hill, 
West Midlands DY5 2YD 


ROOFING SERVICES 


• Gutters Cleaned From £15 

• Small Repairs From £15 

• Pointing Work From £15 
SPECIAL OFFERS 

on all UPVC Fascias, Gutters, 
New Roofs/Slate Tile & Felt 
and Garage Roofs 

- Flat roof specialist 

- Insurance work undertaken 

- Est 25 years 

- Discounted for OAPs 

- Exterior Painting 


WLLL UL =h 
eL£LsLULLsM£ 



Home: 01384 872276 
Mobile: 07584 081228 


EBTE lRlKSiIilC Sl 

•Fascias • Sofits • Dry Verge 
•Pointing • Gutter Cleaning And Repair 
Premium Products Expertly Fitted 
1 With Full Manufacture Guarantee. 

For A Free Quote call 


01384 468831 / 07985 575865 

www .eliteplasticsupvc.co.uk 



To advertise your business call 01902 319 191 





































































ClassifiedAds 


Buy Local, Sell Local 


funeral directors 


WOMBOURNE 
FUNERAL SERVICES 

Funeral Directors 

Funerals from £1,350 
plus Disbursments 


I Pre-paid plans. 24hr call-out 
Private Chapels of Rest 


Wombourne & Kinver 
Memorials 

Monumental Masons 
Memorials from £450 

Wombourne 01902 892635 
Perton 01902 756830 
Kinver 01384 873499 
Wall Heath 01384 274222 
wombournefuneralservices.co.uk 




ClassifiedAds 

BUY LOCAL, SELL LOCAL 

1 _ A 

1 


l Family 

[a tradition I 


| OF TRUST o } 

| elderly & 1 

1 disabled 

We are very pleased 
with the service 
offered by the 
Express & Star. 

Our business and 
advertising needs 
are always well met. 

Wombourne 
Funeral Services. 

SMALL DOUBLE riser recliner bed, 
perfect condition, unused, £700. 
01902 336070. After 7pm. 

WREKIN STAIRLIFTS recondi¬ 
tioned lifts from £799. New avail¬ 
able. 01952 405397/07897 273617 

1 _ N 

<N 

TO DISCUSS YOUR ADVERTISING 
NEEDS PLEASE CALL 

01902 319 191 

ANDSPEAKTOONEOF 

OUR DEDICATED SALES TEAM. 

Leisure 

L Time 

Brought to you by Express & Star 



HPSEM 


J.T. 

BROOKES 

KAMPA RALLY PRO 390 air 

awnning, rear poles, storm 
straps,used three times, £550. 
07899 874765. 

Independent 
family run 
Funeral Directors 

24 hour service 
Brierley Hill 0138477098 
Kingswinford 01384 296683 
Hagley 01562 888041 

PENINE FIESTA 

4-berth folding camper, 2005, 
excellent condition, full awning, 
integral fridge, stove and sink. 

£2,600 ono. 

01543 278472. 


www.nedowning.co.uk 

ASHWOOD CAR BOOT Sundays 
from 6am. By Roberts Farm Shop 
on A449, DY6 0AA. 07710 644908. 
www.ashwoodcarboot.co.uk 


lost & found 


■mi 


BRACELET 

Lost in Cannock / Wolver- 
nampton, very sentimental, 
deceased wife’s last present. 
Reward offered. 

07596 541123. 

A BEAUTIFUL PARK NR LUDLOW 

Caravans 35x12 DG & CH from 
£15,000. 11 month holiday season. 
01584823433. www.bcpark.co.uk 

We Want Your 
Motorhome 

Finance Cleared 

Fast Secure Payment 

Top Prices Paid 

Please Call 

AEG on 01384 848439 or 
Lee Jinks on 07740 895448 
www.aegmotorhomes.co.uk 

religious notices 


christadelphian 

BIBLE TEACHINGS Life - design 
or chance? September 4, at 6pm, 
The Community Centre, High 
Street, Kingswinford, Or write to 
The Dawn (ref:KCE) 5 Station 
Road, Carlton, Notts. NG4 3AT 
for free information pack or ring 
01384 886544 for recorded 
message. 

AVONDALE CLASSICtouring 

Caravan, 2-berth, 15ft, lightweight, 
very good condition. £3,250 ono. 
01902 895481. 


BAILEY SENATOR 5 

Oklahoma 2006, 4 berth Motor 
mover. Extras. Excellent condi¬ 
tion FSH. 6 months covered 
storage available. 

£6,500 

01902 750849 or 07393 
450017. 


BK CONTESSA 

Bluebird, 2003, Static, 26ft x 
12ft Caravan. 2 bedroom, 6- 
berth, sighted close near to the 
river in Worcester. 

Very good condition. 
£8,500 ovno. 01691 659071 or 
07583 629907. 



CARAVAN HOLIDAY HOME 


Sited on small, owner only park 
in rural Mid Wales. Kitchen, 
lounge / diner, 2 bedrooms, 
shower /toilet. 

Suit mature couple. 

Fees paid to March 2017. 
£3,950. 

Telephone 01591 610625. 


CARAVANS FOR SALE from 
£1,500 to £15,000. Something for 
everyone Severnvalleyleisure.com 
S’Bridge DY8 4HP. 01384 390183 


STATIC CARAVAN 35 X 10 

6-berth with decking, Mid 
Wales. Site fees paid for 2016. 
Dog friendly. 

£3,995 ono. 

07922 351352. No texts. 


SWIFT CHALLENGER 400 SE, 2 

berth caravan, Isabella awning, 
£2,000.01384 833035. 


TOURING 4-BERTH 
CARAVAN 

1993, Elddis Wisp with a big 
awning and with a end bedroom 
and afl equipment, all ready to 
go on holiday. 

£2,600 

01902 761789. 



L Home & 
Services 



DOUBLE BED, firm mattress, 12 
months old, with headboard, £200 
ono. 07784 318766. 



HAVE YOU CHECKED your adver¬ 
tisement today? We would respect¬ 
fully remind advertisers that it is 
their responsibility to inform the 
publishers of any mistakes or inac¬ 
curacies on the first day of publica¬ 
tion. 



ALL GOLD 9CT £300 PER OUNCE 
CASH PAID TODAY 

A GENUINE LADY BUYER 

All Beswick • Doulton • Worcester Moorcroft 
•Lladro • Old coins 

• WATCHES • COSTUME JEWELLERY 
• Diamonds and Gold Coins • Clocks • Paintings 
• ALL SILVER • All Oriental Items 
Pre‘47 silver coins All war medals etc 
ANYTHING OLD & INTERESTING 

01922495066 or 07971 783206 


A ABSOLUTELY BEST price given 
for single items or houses cleared. 
Scrap Gold Jewellery. Call: 01384 
482155 or 07802 475693. 



A BEST CASH PRICE PAID 
FOR DIE CAST CARS/ 
LORRIES / TOY SOLDIERS 

Air fix, Britains, Corgi, Dinky, 
Spot on, Tri-ang. 

Best prices paid. 

Any condition. 
Collections bought. 
Telephone 01922 327897 
or 07976 691563. 


MYFORD METAL cutting lathe 
wanted, Myford super 7/ML7 
wanted any condition considered. 
07914 855281 or 01922 445739. 


READERS ARE ADVISED to care¬ 
fully consider all of their options 
before agreeing to the sale of any of 
their items. 


SPECTRUM GAMES Wanted, also 
any old Crash magazines wanted. 
01902 892918. 



aerials 



57 




(3&SS© z/SSSiF 


ChHk* 


alarms/security 


tty] 


PREMIER 

ALARMS 

Supplied and Fitted £195 
Servicing and Repairs 
12 Months Warranty 
All areas covered 
All quotes beaten! 

Call: 0121 601 9791 


building services 


DAVIES & SON BUILDERS 

Over 35 years experience in the industry 

All aspects of building work including: 
Extensions, loft conversions, roofing, 
driveways & landscaping. 
Discounts offered. 

01902 579592/07837 994465 


carpet & upholstery j 
cleaning| 


A CLASS CARPET & 
UPHOLSTERY CLEANING 

OAP discount. Recession Prices. 
Unbeatable Value: Rooms cleaned from £10 

Call Paul 07870 341089 


A BRILLCLEAN for your Carpets & 
Suite. OAP discounts. Best Prices. 
Est., 20yrs. Steve 07496 922324. 


double glazing 


ATS DOUBLE GLAZING UPVC 
back doors from £299, front doors 
from £389 fitted. 01922 442720. 


electrical 

services 


STEVE JONES ELECTRICAL 

Rewires/sockets/fuse boards etc. 
All domestic and commercial work. 
07786 858977/01902 846167. 


external rendering 
/ insulation 


EXTERIOR RENDERING, full 
houses, patching, textured/smooth. 
40yrs exp. Stuart 01902 324727. 


• PORTWfly 
’ FEftICillO 


SPECIAL OFFER 

I U bays of quality fencing, p /nr 
concrete posts, gravel boards tU7 J 

HEAVY DUTY PANELS SUPPLIED AND FITTED 

0121 531 5250 / 07866 137 656 

Mon- Fri 8 am - 4.30pm 


ClassifiedAds 

BUY LOCAL, SELL LOCAL 

• PORTWfty 
FENCING 


IT WORKS 


“I am extremely 
happy with the 
service I get from 
my Express & Star 
Classified Sales 
Representative 
and I would 
recommend them 
to anyone!” 

Michael - 
Portway Fencing. 


FOR GREAT BUSINESS RESULTS CALL 

01902 319 191 

Brought to you by Express & Star 


gardening 

services 


GARDENS TIDIED from £5 per 

B arden. 25 years experience. Call 
1902 713106 / 07813 184086. 


JAY’S MAINTENANCE General 
fencing and garden maintenance 
Call: Jay 07890 874823 



gas fitting 


READERS ARE ADVISED 
To check that anyone 
carrying out any Gas work 
is Gas Safe Registered. 

It is an offence under the Gas 
Safety (Installation and Use) 
Regulations 1998 to cariy out 
gas work in the UK without 
being on the Gas Safe Register. 


house clearances 


A ABSOLUTE BEST cash price paid 
for house clearances and bereave¬ 
ments. Also removals undertaken. 

07852 172641 / 07710 360327 


ABSOLUTELY 

ANYTHING 

CLEARED 

FULL OR PART 
GARAGES/SHEDS, 
RUBBISH REMOVED 
WASTE LICENCE 

01384 486456 / 
07711661135 


painters / ^ 

decorators 


LOVE 2 WALLPAPER 

Reliable & Friendly, Professional 
Female Painter & Decorators 

For the Perfect Finish with minimum hassle. 
Plastering & Coving Work Undertaken 

01384 287577 or 07812 484194 

www.love-2-wallpaper.co.uk 


^ plans prepared 


LEIGHTON BEST Building plans 
drawn and submitted. Competitive 
rates. Call 07982 843861. 


plastering 


M & S PLASTERING & BUILDING 

Services. Home/Garden Improve¬ 
ments.Mark or Sara: 07741 770897 

plumbing & ^ 

s,_ heating _ 


SJH PLUMBING AND HEATING 

Gas safe reg, all plumbing & central 
heating undertaken, Call for free 
quote: 07855 020552 


V 


removals 


] 


KT REMOVALS 

12 years experience. 

SINGLE ITEMS TO FULL LOADS. 
LOCAL OR DISTANCE. FULLY INSURED. 

Free Quotes - Call Ric on: 

07771 727119 


A & M CHEAP 
REMOVALS 

Local 

Careful Firm 
Full or Part loads 

Call Don: 
07749 941319 


A MAN WITH A VAN Single items, 
flat/house removals/clearances, 
local/nationwide. Call Steve 0121 
422 2999 or 07815 043724 

CALL DEAN NOW: For all your 
Removal needs. 07429 453209/ 
01902 830870 / 01384 940260. 

CALL IAN. Man with a large van. 
No job too small, no distance too 
far. 07973 628534, 01902 891535. 

CALL PETE - MAN WITH A VAN, 

Removals, clearances, large/small. 
01902 741546, 07899 635852. 

KINGSWINFORD 

REMOVALS 

AND HOUSE 
CLEARANCES 

We move anything. 
Professional service, 

45 years’ experience, 
DFS approved and we 
take the stress away. 
Please call: 
07966 281957 


Stourbridge 

Removals 



20+ YEARS EXP 
Home, Office, 

Part loads, landlord 
clean & repair service. 

House clearances. 
Quality service guaranteed 
lowest rates 


C Call John - 07802 876876 
office - 01562 640 640 



r 

roofing 

□ 


MG ROOFING Flat roofs, tiling, roof 
repairs, fascias and gutters. Call 
01902 238989 / 07580 465449. 


skip hire 


BIG JOHN MOVES RUBBISH! 

No Skips, we load, fast friendly 
service, 25 Lister Rd, Dudley DY2 
8JR, Est 35 years, 01384 232359. 


4 

Pets & 


k Animals 



ALL READERS are advised to 
check if Horses have the required 
Passport information. 



NOTICE TO ADVERTISERS 

Advertisers must ensure that 
they meet all necessary legal 
requirements for owning and 
using guns. 


AIR RIFLES, SHOT GUNS, Antique 
guns, taxidermy- big bore guns, 
traps etc wanted. 07968 624202 


Express & Star 

YOUR 


GREYHOUNDS MAKE 
WONDERFUL PETS 

All neutered, innoculated 
and microchipped. 

Call 01922 412212 or 
www.rgtwolverhampton.co.uk 
RGT Wolverhampton 
@RGTWolves 


BUSINESS 


Every day our 
customers get a 
great response 
from Classified 
Advertising. 


NOTICE TO READERS 

Please be aware that when 
purchasing a puppy there are 
some simple guidelines you can 
follow to ensure that you are not 
purchasing from a Puppy 
Farmer: 

1. Try to ensure you visit the 
puppy whilst it is still with it’s 

Mother. 

2. Do not arrange to collect a 
puppy from any other location 

than that of the breeder. 

3. Ensure that you are given any 
KC documentation, if pedigree. 
Whilst Midland News 
Association publications take 
great care to avoid publication 
of advertisements from Puppy 
Farmers we cannot accept any 

liability should readers 
purchase from this kind of 
establishment. 


KIND HOMES WANTED 


JACK small, cute mostly white 
Jack Russell, approx 4yrs old. 


JUNIOR 4yr old Bichon Frise 
cross, good with cats and other 
dogs. 


ZIGGY loving, mature little 
black dog, needs loving home 
to spent the rest of his days 
with. 


So could you by 
calling our friendly 
experienced Sales 
Advisors on 
01902 319191. 



Property 





NOTICE TO READERS It is an 

offence under the Accommodation 
Agencies Act 1953, for an Agency 
to charge a fee simply for the regis¬ 
tration of your requirements and/or 
supplying particulars of premises to 
let. 


COCO 372 year old small brown 
dog, friendly happy little chap 
BELLA 4yr old golden colour 
medium size girl, lovely, gentle 
nature, seeks loving home. 
01588 676106 

www.dogsamaritans.org.uk 


DUDLEY Clean, furnished bedsit 
with own bath/kitchen, £87 p/w, for 
mature DSS. 07550 002549. 

FEMALE wanted to share flat / rent, 
Willenhall, £200 pm plus bills. 
Shared bathroom. 07804 462906. 

SHIFNAL 2/3 bed lovely house, CH, 
close to Centre/Station. £650pcm, 
no DSS. 07779 332203. 


BOOK YOUR 
ADVERTISEMENTS 
OR FAMILY 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
ONLINE AT 

bookanad. 

expressandstar.co.uk 


and become one 
of hundreds of 
customers 
who regularly 
receive 
exclusive 
special offers 
& discounts. 



ClassifiedAds 
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ClassifiedAds 


01902 317878 | classifiedads.expressandstar.co.uk 


properties wanted 


(every TIME1J 

WE PAY 100% of purchase price 


We buy any house 

• FAMILY BUSINESS • COMPLETION TO SUIT YOU 

• FAST FRIENDLY SERVICE • NO FEES/FREE SOLICITORS 


WE ALSO BUY LAND 


0800 999 999 


01902 6280 


www.black-countryhomes.co.uk 


Need to sell your 
home fast? 


We can help you 
make a fresh start 


you can clear your debts 
and make a fresh start 


Purchase Agreed Within 

DAYS 


ALL CIRCUMSTANCES CONSIDERED 
COMPLETE ON DATE TO SUIT 
FREE VALUATION AND LEGALS 
FREE FRIENDLY ADVICE 
LOCAL COMPANY 


MARION I PROPERTY SOLUTIONS 


WHY NOT CALL US TODAY 
01384 930 978 OUR LINES ARE OPEN 24/7 


*Terms and 
Conditions apply 


Home Cash Buyer 

Sell today, sign today, complete when u wish 

£££ RENT BACK OPTIONS £££ 

Houses /Land Required 

Ring Paul 24/7 Local 07870 341 089 

Sandwell area: Call 0121 696 4154 
Walsall & Cannock area: Call 01922 432049 
Wolverhampton: Call 01902 489901 
www.homecashbuyer.co.uk 


ClassifiedAds 

BUY LOCAL, SELL LOCAL 


Hbtt 


IT WORKS 


“I am really pleased with the response 
I get from my Classified Advertising!” 
Paul Westwood - Home Cash Buyer 


FOR GREAT BUSINESS RESULTS CALL 

01902 319191 


Brought to you by 

Express & Star 



DOMESTIC EXPERIENCED brick- 
layer/goundworker, slabbing, 
fencing, requires part-time work. 
Call Andy 07874 124720. 


RETIRED TIME SERVED 
CARPENTER/JOINER 


Requires casual / part time 
work. 

Own van / tools. 

Telephone 01384 375672 
or 07527 360303. 



FREE 


Real opportunities 
for you 



LAND WANTED 

We are looking to rent from 
5-300 acres of irrigated farm 
land for vegetable and arable 
crop rotation on a 3-10 
year lease or we would even 
consider a short term and in 
return we offer a good price. 

If this is of interest please 
contact Watersons Farms Ltd 
WR11 7HF 
01386 853569. 




Jobs 




full time - general 


NOTICE TO READERS 

Readers are advised to seek 
independent legal advice before 
entering into any financial commit¬ 
ments. 


BUY 

LOCAL 

SELL 

LOCAL 


01902 317878 



ClassifiedAds 


FIELD HOUSE CARE HOME 

located in Hagley are recruiting the following: 

CARE ASSISTANTS - day & night 

£7.20 £7.60 per hour 

You will carry out a wide range of care tasks, offering our residents 
emotional as well as physical support. Experience preferred but not 
essential. 

SENIOR CARE ASSISTANTS 

£7.60-£8.10 per hour 

You must be competent with the administration of medication and 
hold a NVQ 3 in health & care. 

COOK - part time 

£7.20 to £7.60 per hour - depending on experience 

You will be responsible for the preparation and delivery of all meals 
within the care home. You will have previous experience and will hold a 
current food hygiene certificate. 

DOMESTIC - part time 

£7.20 per hour 

You will carry out a wide range of cleaning duties. 

Every member of our staff team at Fieldhouse help create a supportive 
and homely atmosphere where clients can achieve maximum 
independence. Where the promotion of privacy, dignity, independence, 
choice, fulfilment and rights and treating everyone with respect are key. 
For further information on the above roles please call Rebecca on 
01562 885211 or email CV to info@fieldhousecarehome.com. 



Motoring 




2007,36,000 miles, red, electric 
windows, alarm, long MoT, 
central locking, PAS, alloys, 
CD, leather Interior. 
Showroom condition. 
£7,000. 

Telephone 07837 505156. 


S_^LL^NGj 
YOUR CAR? 


We have a package to 
suit every budget. 

Packages start from as 
little as 

£21.00 for 6 nights 

Plus 

6 nights free if you do not sell. 


c^llJ 
01902 317878 


CITROEN C4, 2008, 2 door, hatch¬ 
back, 1.6 VTR, petrol, blue, 36,000 
miles, fsh, MoT, good condition / 
runner. £2,695 ono. 07847 456061. 



LAND ROVER 
FREELANDER TD4 SE S/W 


2 litre diesel, 2004, 104k miles, 
silver, MoT until Dec 2016, 
serviced, very good spec, 
heated seats, a/c, good 
condition. 

£2,950 ono. 

07740 418668. 


MERCEDES C220 AVANT 
GARDE SE 

2007, auto, 5 door, silver, 
80,000 miles, fsh, 2 owners 
from new, speed limiter, cruise 
control, Mercedes Bluetooth, 
lovely car. £4,995. 
Telephone 01902 372979. 


FORD STREETKA Luxury 1.6, con¬ 
vertible, 2004, silver. Long MoT, 
new parts, good condition, £800 
ono. 01384 258713. 

MERCEDES A CLASS 180 manual, 
2.0 diesel, 2005, MoT July 2017, 
good condition, 192,000 miles, 
£1,100. 07957 016715. 

PEUEGEOT 1400 HDi, 53reg, 
87,000 miles, long MoT, good con¬ 
dition throughout, any trial. £895. 
01785 714840/07531 193354. 

PEUGEOT 306 1.4, (X), 2000, 5 
door, silver, Meridian, pas, e/w, full 
MoT, 3 owners, excellent through¬ 
out. £475 ono. 07794 450416. 

PEUGEOT 405 GL, 1993, 1600cc, 
nine months MoT, 86,000 miles, 

§ood condition, £600 ono. 07504 
26609. 

RENAULT CLIO 1.2RT, full MoT, 
sunroof, CL, PAS, EW, CD, S reg. 
£375. 07964 350386. 

RENAULT CLIO 1.4 Dynamique, 
2007, silver, 2dr, air con, alloys, CL, 
EW, MoT July 17, 73k, £1,495 ono. 
07860 291748. 

RENAULT MEGANE Convertible 
07, blue, 40,000 miles, 1.6, excel¬ 
lent condition in/out, lady owner. 
£995 ono. 07851 213316. 


TOYOTA YARIS 2005, 62,000 
miles, silver, long MoT, metallic 
paint, PAS, £1,350 ono. 

01384 288146. 


VAUXHALL CORSA 1.0, 06 reg, 
new timing chain and clutch, MoT, 
black, £750 ono. 07810 590427. 

VAUXHALL OMEGA estate, 2001, 
2.2 petrol, manual, 2 owners, 127k 
miles, FSH, lots of previous history, 
towbar, £700. 07815 793668. 

VAUXHALL ZAFIRA Elegance, 1.8, 
51 plate, serviced, MoT Feb 2016, 
new clutch / exhaust 2015, spares / 
repair, £500 ono. 07759 754817. 



WANTED, CLASSIC Cars. Private 
cash buyer.Instant cash settle¬ 
ment. Any age. Any condition. 
01630 652993 or 07773 462797. 


FORD TRANSIT 300 LWB, 2003, 
MoT, £1,250. 

07768 841443. 


Homer's" 

10 Hours £89! Five Hours £50! 

2 Hours £20! All Areas Covered 
ADI/PDI REQUIRED. Gift vouchers available for £10 
07432 458100 / 01562 870050 
01384 234954 / 0121 5640090 
01902 580065 www.homersdrivingschool.co.uk 


BIKE WANTED, 400cc +, good con¬ 
dition/runner, up to £1,000, must 
have MoT. Call/text 07561 165078. 

HONDA CBR600 T Reg, full MoT, 
only 16,000 genuine miles, recent 
service, excellent condition, red & 
white £1,800 ono. 07943 120733. 

TRIUMPH BONNEVILLE America, 
06 plate, 10,000 miles, £1,500 
worth of extras, £4,000. 

Telephone 07922 609987. 


NISSAN NOTE 1.5 
NTEC 

2009, 5 door, hatchback, red, 
35,215 miles, fsh, Sat Nav, 
Bluetooth. Excellent condition. 

£4,250. 

Telephone 01384 377269. 



2008 convertible lovely 
condition, FSH, MoT 12.8.17, 
47k, electric windows, electric 
roof, rear park assist, CD, mp3, 
AC climate control auto lights 
£3,000 ono 
07958 400177 


VAUXHALL CORSA, 2009, 30,930 
miles, metallic black, top spec, 
MoT, fsh, 1 owner, 4 door, excellent 
condition, £3,250. 01384 865776. 

VAUXHALL CORSA Design, 1.2, 06 
plate, fsh, MoT May 2017, alloys, 
good condition, £1,650. 

07852142735. 

VAUXHALL TIGRA 1.4 Exclusive 
Convertible, 57 reg, petrol, leather, 
MoT Jan 2017, alloys, £1,750 ono. 

01902 682321 or 07982 696913. 



ADVERTISERS ARE 
REMINDED 

that the Business Advertise¬ 
ments (Disclosure) Order of 
1977 requires that advertise¬ 
ments must clearly 
differentiate between Private 
and Trade. 


AUDI A4 1.9TDi, 02 plate,107,500 
miles, MoT June 2017, fsh, clean 
car, £1,950. 

07846 574732. 

FORD KA CONVERTIBLE 2004, 
54,000 miles, 2 owners, long MoT. 
FSH. £895. o.n.o. 

07954 437625. 

FORD MONDEO 54 plate, MoT June 
2017, 49,000 miles, service history, 
£900 ono. 07593 508692. 



OUR ADVERTISERS are reminded 
that it is an offence under the Scrap 
Metal Dealers Act 2013 to buy 
scrap cars/metal for cash. 


IVICB 

TOP PRICES PAID FOR 
ALL SCRAP CARS, 
VANS, BIKES, CLASSICS 

Tel: 01902 408176 

lOOO’s of parts 
available at all times 

M0NM0RE RD. WV1 2TZ 


A BETTER PRICE 

for scrap or damaged cars and 
commercials. Spares for sale. 

NINE LOCKS VEHICLE 
DISMANTLERS LTD 
Brierley Hill 01384 76566 or 
70553. Evenings 75397. 
DY5 3JZ. 



alan reed cars 


Used cars wanted for cash 
Top prices paid. HP settled. 
Buyer could call. 

01562 711083 / 
07831 245313 


A1 AUTOS 

WANTED 

CARS, VANS, 4x4s, SCRAP, 

MoT FAILURES, ANY CONDITION 
£50-£10,000 

WE BUY QUALITY USED CARS 

07527 303 336 

(24/7, any area) T&C Apply 

CROWN MOTORS guarantee best 
price for your unwanted cars/vans. 
07903 549849, buyer will call. 



accessories & ^ 
i services 


Local 

Information 


VAUXHALL MERIVAas new 16” 

spacesaver wheel, plus kit. 

£110 ono. 

0734 2283477. 



clutches / brakes^ 

v / gearboxes I 


A CLUTCH 
CHANGE 
MOBILE 

30 yrs experience 

ALL AREAS COVERED 

Call Sob 

01384 251328 or 


For Example: 

Citroen Cl, C2, C3 
Hyundai 110 
Toyota Yaris 
Clios & Micras 
Ring for quotes on 
others! 


LEGAL / PUBLIC NOTICES 

For convenience you 
may fax any advertising 
requirements to 

Marie Hogg on 
01902 713146 


or email marie.hogg@ 
expressandstar.co.uk 

(remember to include a 
name/contact number for 
confirmation of receipt) 



Personals 

L 



HAVE YOU CHECKED your adver¬ 
tisement today? We would respect¬ 
fully remind advertisers that it is 
their responsibility to inform the 
publishers of any mistakes or inac¬ 
curacies on the first day of publica¬ 
tion. 



0 % 

*•# 

• 

ALL STAR WANDERERS 
UNDER 13’S 

Currently seeking players to 
strengthen squad. 

We are looking for players in all 
positions to build on last years 
success as Bilston League 
Winners. 

Contact Jason Bolton 07960 
297490 or Simon Stanton 
07881 100791. 

0 % 




TIPTON TOWN FCU10 

(based in Lanesfield, WV4) 
We are looking for a couple of 
players to add to our existing 
squad. 

School year 5 in Sept. 

Contact Denis on 
07759 088496. 






FreeAds 


IT'S FREE 
IT'S EASY 

*Advertise any item FREE up to the value of £250, simply fill out the 
details below or book online at bookanad.expressandstar.co.uk 

ADVERT DETAILS - (ONE WORD PER BOX, 12 WORDS IN TOTAL) 


Please send to: ClassifiedAds, Express & Star, 51-53 Queen St, Wolverhampton WV11ES. 


IT’S ABSOLUTELY FREE 

"Private advertisers only, no guns, pets, or livestock. Limited time only 

Free adverts are published within 7 days of receipt, in-paper and online and are limited to 3 lines maximum 


Buy Local, Sell Local 
01902 317878 


ClassifiedAds 1 



































































































Coach Mick Mielczarek and athletes at the Halesowen club 


Falan Priest, aged 12, 


Coach Ian Priest puts Billy Papworth and George Lamb, both aged 10, through their paces 



Young club member Lee Wright, aged 16, practises the javelin 


Athletics club is on the 
right track for success 


HALESOWEN Athletic Club can look 
back on a rich and proud history and, 
judging by the amount of young talent on 
the club’s books, the future is shaping up 
nicely as well. 

The next generation of athletes are making 
impressive progress under the watchful eye of 
a knowledgeable coaching set-up and dedicated 
committee. 

The whole operation is headed by chairman Rob 
Weaver, who is keen to add a new chapter to the 
growing success story. 

The club was founded in 1922 by their most famous 
son Jack Price, who represented Great Britain in the 
1908 London Olympic marathon - the first time the 
race was staged over 26 miles and 385 yards. 

He continued to be involved as a coach at Hale¬ 
sowen Athletics & Cycling Club, as it became known, 
until the 1940s, by which time the club was estab¬ 
lished at its current home, the Manor Abbey Stadium 
on Manor Way. 

Honour 

Price’s contribution was officially recognised re¬ 
cently when a plaque in his memory was unveiled in 
Halesowen town centre and the entrance to the club 
was renamed in his honour. 

But having witnessed a fitting nod to the past, 
Weaver and the 15-strong committee are determined 
to drive the club forward and increase their 400-plus 
membership. 

The club participates in a number of leagues in¬ 
cluding the Birmingham and District Cross Country 
League, West Midlands Young Athletes Cross Coun¬ 
try League, Heart of England Young Athletes League 
and were promoted to the Premier Division of the 
Youth Development League for this year’s track and 


SPORTING MEMORIES 


By Nick Elwell 


“It’s a really vibrant club with 
lots of different age groups. 

“The atmosphere is really 
good.” 


field season. “It’s a really vibrant club with lots of 
different age groups,” said Weaver. 

“It’s one of the few places where there is a mix 
of people of different ages and from different back¬ 
grounds. The atmosphere is really good. 

“One of the things I would like us to do is bridge the 
gap between the youngsters and the club stalwarts. 

“We have a thriving junior section and then the 
older members and stalwarts from 35-40 upwards. 

“It’s the late 20 and early 30s area where we would 
like to get more people.” 

While Weaver is seeking to increase adult member¬ 
ship, there is an endless supply of young talent on the 
club’s books. 

They include the Oliarnyk sisters - 14-year-old 
pentathlete Iris and sprinter Josie, 16 - sprinter 
Charles Hilliard and 400m runner Joe Rogers. 

“We have a lot of talented youngsters,” added 
Weaver. “Joe represented England at under-18 level 
last year at 400m and Charles, Iris and Josie all won 
medals at the England national indoor champion¬ 
ships in Sheffield in February.” 

Under-15 athlete Tristan Dunn is another promis¬ 
ing youngster having been ranked first in the UK last 


year in both the hammer and shot. The recent cross 
country season saw Halesowen’s under-17 girls team 
take the title with Lily Higgins winning the league 
series. Halesowen as a whole finished fifth out of the 
21 teams that take part across the four age groups. 

“We are very pro-active in terms of identifying 
talent and we also have good links with the local 
schools,” said Weaver. 

“We run a Saturday club for youngsters up to the 
age of 13. They can just come and sample various 
events without specialising too early. It’s a pathway 
into the club without being competitive. 

“If they show any promise then they can go along 
on a Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday night or whatever 
and have specialised coaching for the event they are 
good at. We have good coaches here and a wide range 
of coaches.” 

Record 

But the success is not confined to the youngsters. 

Alan Smallwood competes in the over-70 race-walk¬ 
ing events and in 1993 he set an all-time record in the 
over-50s age category in the 3000m (13.06) which still 
stands today. 

Marc Turner, who now races in the over-40s age 
category, has been running alongside the best in the 
UK for a number of years and won a silver medal in 
the 800m at last year’s World Masters. 

“One of the big things about the club is that you 
don’t have to be a competitive runner,” Weaver said. 

“We deal with the elite end of athletics, but also 
welcome the mass participation runners who just 
want to get fit and don’t want to compete. 

“We are not an elite club. Some people might feel 
it’s a bit intimidating to join a club, but it’s not. 

“If they take the courage to come down they will be 
made more than welcome.” 

To join the club, contact Rob Weaver on 07792 
244614. 


Final whistle 


•nr 

// 

(THE ONLY READ FOR REAL FANS 

1 • » 

■ 


fEVERY MONDAY 

If you want the definitive read on the weekend football action there is only one place to go - Final whistle 



supplement in the Express & Star. 

Packed with match reports, infographics and player reaction, Final whistle offers the best football coverage around. 
With expert analysis from star pundits like Kevin Phillips, as well as graphics of the key moments, tables and stats, 
make sure you get your copy. 

A real football read for real football fans. 


TO ADVERTISE IN FINAL WHISTLE CALL OUR 


EXPERIENCED SALES TEAM ON 01902 31 31 31 


An Express & Star supplement 


Express & Star 





Gold Oak 


• WINDOWS 

• DOORS 

• CANOPIES 

• PORCHES 

• ROOFLINE 

• ORANGERIES 

• WARM ROOF 


• CONSERVATORIES 


The Recom 

3il 

mended Choice of Windows, Doors and Conservatories 

HE 


Professional and Friendly Service - All work is Fully Guaranteed 


Give your home a makeover with 
Gold Oak Windows 

We offer a range of designs with many 
options available to suit your requirements. 
Guaranteed to keep your home warm and secure, 
all products are energy efficient and built to last. 

» No salesman or hard sell • 10 year guarantee provided 




Get in touch for a free quote: 

01902 259706 • www.goldoakwindows.co.uk 
07874 810219 • enquiry@goldoakwindows.co.uk 


Stourbridge Chronicle Thursday, September 1,2016 

























































Off the starting blocks and 
aiming for track triumphs 

Page 39 



SPORTS DESK 01902 319531 


CHRON.SPORT@EXPRESSANDSTAR.CO.UK 


DKs mind 
the gap for 
a late try 

DK 7 Bridgnorth 10 

DUDLEY Kingswinford lost their 
last warm up game to Bridgnorth on 
the scoreboard but it was one of those 
pre-season friendlies that the score- 
board is not perhaps the best guide to 
which team actually got the most from 
the game. 

In the 28th minute James Rodley, the 
Shropshire side’s new player-coach, was 
on hand to score the first try. The try 
was born out of a partially charged down 
kick which was recovered by Bridgnorth 
and it then became a race between the 
cover defence and the attacking support 
players, ended in a pile-up just short 
of the DK line. The ball popped out on 
the Bridgnorth side, giving the visitors 
inches to make for the try. The kick was 
missed, 5-0 to Bridgnorth. 

Just three minutes later, Matt Far¬ 
rington rolled back the years to when 
he wore the blue and blue of DK, and 
made a long range break to cut through 
the home defence and score in the same 
corner. Again the kick was missed, 10-0. 

DK’s defence tightened to prevent 
Bridgnorth extending their lead, includ¬ 
ing a magnificent covering tackle by Nic 
Adams. 

On 50 minutes Arran Hudson was yel¬ 
low carded for tackling a player in the 
air but DK weathered the sin bin period 
without conceding. 

With the game entering the final ten 
minutes, Bridgnorth’s no5 was yellow 
carded and during the sin bin period DK 
Danny Hawkins to made the most of the 
gap in defence to score a try and Duncan 
Tomkins added the conversion. 

Stourbridge’s final pre-season 
friendly, beaten 27-0 at Thame-based 
Chinnor will have given director of rugby 
Neil Mitchell insight into his selection 
options for Saturday’s opener against 
South Leicester (Stourton Park, 3pm). 

Boxers on the rise 
as they take to 
ring undefeated 

A DOZEN undefeated boxers take to 
the ring for the Hatton Promotions, in 
association with Black Country Boxing, 
six-fight show at Walsall FC’s Banks’s 
Stadium tomorrow night (Friday). 

‘On The Rise’, sponsored by Grosvenor 
Casino Walsall, will be headlined by 
Halesowen’s Lennox Clarke, up against 
Lithuanian Vaidas Balciauskas. 

Nantwich’s Nathan Gorman warms 
up for his Central Area heavyweight title 
showdown with David Howe in Stoke in 
October with an eight rounder against 
Croatian Ivica Perkovic, a 42-year-old 
veteran of more than 50 fights. 

Fellow Ricky Hatton-trained prospect 
Reuben Arrowsmith is also in action, 
while Tewkesbury middleweight Adam 
Harper fights outside of Gloucestershire 
for the first time as he steps in with Rus¬ 
sian born Andrej Cepur. 

Swadlincote super middleweight, Zach 
Parker faces tough Latvian Raimonds 
Sniedze. Completing the card is Navan 
super middleweight Chris Blaney, who 
has replaced Wolverhampton bantam¬ 
weight Kyle Williams, a former Kickbox¬ 
ing World Champion. 


Hogan makes it Open title double 



Black country darter Paul Hogan 


PAUL ‘Crocodile Dundee’ Hogan returned to his 
Black Country roots to retain the BDO Wolver¬ 
hampton Open in its fourth year of existence. 

The three-time World Championship quarter-fi¬ 
nalist again took the £1,000 top prize at the an¬ 
nual non-ranked event. 

The 52-year-old is Dudley-born and now lives 
in Basingstoke, but found Wolverhampton Sports 
Arena a home from home once more. 

He won six games to claim first place, beating 
Adam Smith-Neale in the final of a tournament 
with a £3,000 prize fund. Hogan also landed him¬ 
self a place at October’s World Masters and will be 


Darts 


entered into the play-offs to return to the worlds 
at Lakeside. Ninety darters took part, paying £10 
to enter. Four groups produced the semi-finalists, 
with Hogan defeating Eddie Dootson 4-2. Smith- 
Neale battled to the last leg before getting the 
better of Roberts 4-3. 

Play was upgraded to the best-of-nine for the 
final. Hogan won 5-1 to net another four-figure 
haul. Some 27 players were involved in a Sports 
Arena-sponsored disability darts tournament. 
Rob Williams was the winner. 


GLASSBOYS WIN 
FROM THE SPOT 


Tennis club courts success 



J 


Winning captains, from left, Joan Bowles, Jane Fox, Dave Tranter, Richard Davies 


Stourbridge 2 Barwell 1 

STOURBRIDGE got their third 
win in a row after a thriller at 
Amblecote on Monday but 
were made to endure a nervy 
finish after a late penalty for 
the nine man visitors. 

The Glassboys had the best of the first half, 
Kayelden Brown seeing his angled shot parried 
away by Barwell ‘keeper Max Smith-Varnham 
and Chris Lait missing with a shot when he 
should have scored. 

But it was Brown who got the breakthrough on 
20 minutes when great work by Matt Dodd saw 
him cross low for Brown to score at the far post. 
Luke Benbow went just wide a minute later. 

Barwell almost got an equaliser on 55 minutes 
when Chris Spencer’s shot was deflected over the 
bar. But Stourbridge got on top again and a great 
run by Lait saw him denied by Smith-Varnham 
with Benbow unable to direct the rebound into 
the net. 

Dan Scarr then saw a header headed away by 
Owen Story before Barwell captain Eddie Nisevic 
was sent off for a second bookable offence on 76 
minutes. 

Dodd saw a header saved by Smith-Varnham 
before a great run by Brown down the left saw 
him square it to Benbow who scored from two 
yards out. Barwell’s Brady Hickey saw a free kick 
saved by Matt Gould on 80 minutes. One minute 
later Story was brought down in the box by Lait 
and Hickey converted the penalty. There was still 
time for Nigel Julien to be sent off as the game 
ended stormily. 

Nantwich 2 Stourbridge 3 

Super-sub Brandon Hague was the hero when 
his stoppage-time strike secured the points for 
Gary Hackett’s side in Cheshire. The game ap¬ 
peared to be heading for a 2-2 draw when Nant¬ 
wich sub Josh Hancock saw red for a reckless 
challenge on Leon Broadhurst with just a couple 
of minutes left. Hague took advantage lashing 
home a loose ball following Lait’s effort on goal. 

Glassboys had gone ahead when defender Dan 
Scarr’s attempt struck Nantwich player Curtis 
Jones to wrongfoot home ‘keeper Dave Parton. 
Luke Parton doubled the score three minutes 
later. Nantwich came back with two goals late in 
the first half from Theo Stair and Ben Harrison. 


A TENNIS club has netted success with four 
teams serving up promotion. It was an impres¬ 
sive end to the summer campaign for men’s 
and women’s teams at Wollaston Lawn Tennis 
Club. 

The club has seven teams competing in the 
Staffordshire Summer Leagues and saw four of 
them winning their leagues to gain promotion. 

The Mens B team achieved what is thought 
to be their highest ever points score of 49 from 
a possible 56 in Staffordshire Division 6 South, 
winning 11 of their 14 matches in an unbeaten 
season. 

The Mens C team were also unbeaten in 
their 14-games season, but were pushed hard 


to win the Division 7 South title, achieving 40 
points in their first season together as they held 
off the challenge of Wednesbury. 

With the Ladies Teams, the C team had 
an impressive haul winning seven of their 10 
matches beating second place Streetly by six 
points in Division 3 South. The D team had a 
much closer run having to beat Wolverhamp¬ 
ton E team 3-1 in their final match to secure 
the Division 4 South title. 

Men’s Captain Alan Hughes said: “The suc¬ 
cess of Wollaston Tennis Club team tennis this 
summer has been based not only on ability but 
also a commitment to represent the club in 
competitive tennis.” 


Consolation 
goal is too 
little too late 

Halesowen Town 1 Hednesford 3 

A COMFORTABLE Hednesford victory 
left Halesowen still seeking their first 
home win of the season. 

Despite player suspensions, the Pit¬ 
men enjoyed much the better of the first 
period with Gurjit Singh and Simeon 
Maye going close with early efforts. 

George Carline gave Hednesford the 
lead with a glancing header through a 
crowded goalmouth from a ninth minute 
corner. Ashley Sammons then twisted 
on the edge of the Yeltz area to curl just 
wide after 11 minutes. 

Hednesford’s Carline headed two fur¬ 
ther efforts just off the mark early in the 
second half but Tom Thorley could only 
guide a close range header over the bar. 

Halesowen’s late attempt to apply 
more forward pressure only allowed su¬ 
perior Hednesford to pick off the home 
defence with two further goals. Sam¬ 
mons latched onto substitute Danny 
Glover’s flick and his low 74th minute 
drive escaped goalkeeper Dan Platt’s 
grasp to double the lead. 

The Pitmen finished strongly and 
Glover made it 3-0 just two minutes 
later when the ball was played to find 
Simeon Maye free on the right and he 
crossed for Glover to convert. 

Goalkeeper Platt was forced to make a 
good save from Car line after 81 minutes 
and then kept out a 25-yard shot from 
substitute Sean Geddes. 

Halesowen finally earned an 88th min¬ 
ute consolation goal through Kaiman 
Anderson’s solo effort after he burst 
through to fire past the visiting ‘keeper 
Dan Crane. 

Rushall 1 Halesowen 0 

Rushall Olympic were made to work 
hard to secure victory in a cut-and- 
thrust derby against Halesowen Town 
at a wet Dales Lane. The goal arrived on 
34 minutes when a cross from Bilal Yafai 
found Aaron Forde. 

Tyler is wight choice 
to help the Heathens 

CRADLEY look to get their play-off bid 
back on track when they face Stoke at 
Monmore Green on Tuesday. 

The Heathens have suffered a bad 
spell but are still in with a chance of 
securing a top four spot, especially after 
Belle Vue slipped up at home last week. 

They have two home meetings left 
at their adopted Wolverhampton track, 
against the Potters and Kent, and four 
away meetings including a trip to Kent 
on Monday. 

Boss Will Pottinger has moved to plug 
the gap caused by James Purchase’s in¬ 
jury by bringing former Heathen Tyler 
Govier back from the Isle of Wight. 


★★★ 


NEWSPAPERS 
SUPPORT RE¬ 
CYCLING 
The recycled 
content 

of newspapers in 
2015 was 71% 

<S> 


The Chronicle, a Midland News 
Association Ltd publication, printed by 
the company at Ketley, Telford. 
Thursday, September 1,2016 



<^> Domino’s 

Stourbridge Industrial Estate, 

Mill Race Lane, Stourbridge DY81JN 

01384 374666 

Opening Hours: Sun-Thurs 11.30 am-11 pm, 
Fri-Sat 11.30 am-12 midnight 

Not valid with any other offer. Expiry date:04/09/2016 
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tk COLLECTION iftida/ 


40% OFF 

ALL PIZZAS 

COLLECTION ONLY 


£10 OFF 


WHEN YOU SPEND £30 OR MORE 
ONLINE AT WWW.D0MIN0S.C0.UK 

C0DE:TENDSKTH 


the SAVER M 

ANY CLASSIC CRUST PIZZA + 

1 SUMPTUOUS SIDE + 1 ANY SIDE 
SMALL £13.99 MEDIUM £16.99 
LARGE £18.99 

Pizza from the menu or create your own 
Up to 4 toppings. Premium bases and crusts charged as extra 
Any side excludes 14/21 chicken, combos and chick'n'mix box 


ik SECOND PIZZA^!m/ 

BUY ONE PIZZA GET A 2ND 

>£5 

First pizza at regular menu price 
Second pizza of equal or lesser value 
Premium bases and crusts charged as extra 


ik WEEKDAY ipmd 

ANY CLASSIC CRUST PIZZA + 
GARLIC PIZZA BREAD + COLESLAW 

iow } 8 

£ 12.99 £ 14.99 

Monday -Thursday only 

Pizza from the menu or create your own up to 4 toppings. 
Premium bases and crusts charged as extra 


ik FAMILYjM 

ANY 2 PIZZAS + GARLIC PIZZA BREAD 
+ POTATO WEDGES + BOTTLE OF DRINK 

£ 22.99 £ 25.99 

Pizza from the menu or create your own up to 4 toppings 
Premium bases and crusts charged as extra 




















































